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to a favourite object cannot possibly be referred to self-
interest.

On his return to England, he asked and obtained a grant
of 100,000 acres of land along the shores of Lake Erie, on
condition of placing a settler on every two hundred acres,
He came out again in 1802, and took posscssion of his
domain, in the heart of the wilderness, Of the life he led
for the first sixteen years, and the difficulties and obstacles
he encountered, he drew, in his discourse with me, a strong,
I might say a ferrible picture: and observe that it “was not
a life of wild, wandecring freedom—the life of an Indian hun-
ter, which is said to be so fascinating that “no man who
has ever followed it for any length of time, cver voluntarily
returns to civilised society!" ® Colonel Talbot's life has
been one of persevering, heroic sclf-devotion to the com-
pletion of 2 magnificent plan, laid down in the first instance,
and followed up with unflinching tenacity of purposc. For
sixteen years he saw scarce a human being, except the few
boors and blacks employed in clearing and logging his hand :
he himself assumed the blanket-coat and axe, slept upon the
bare earth, cooked threec meals a day for twenty woodsmen,
cleaned his own boots, washed his own linen, milked his cows,
churned the butter, and made and baked the bread. In this
latter branch of household economy he became very expert,
and still piques himself on it.

To all these heterogeneous functions of sowing and reap-
ing,felling and planting, frying, boiling, washing and wringing,
brewing and baking, he added another, even more ex-
traordinary ;—for many years he solemnised all the marriages
in his district ! :

While Europe was converted into a vast battle-ficld, an

arena
“ Where distract ambition compassed

And was encompass'd,”
* Dr. Dunlop.




