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the niany -fertile tracts Of cowîitry sur-
rounding lier. This nakes lier dry goodS
market easy of access, and offers to the
country merchant every facility for fre-
quent purchases. By every endeavor to
keep up a constant influx of fresli and
seasonable goods ta select from, she en-
ables lierself to compete, in nany cases
successfully, against the larger stocks and
more extensive market of Montreal.

Hlamilton next claims our attention.
No inconsidérable portion of the dry
goods trade of the Dominion finds its wlay
ta this centre, and Hamilton lias reason
to feel proud of the few leading spirits ta
wlion she owes the existence of this trade.
The principal vholesale houses there are:
.lCaines Bros. & Ce. Sanford, Vail & Bick-
Furuer, Liviagstune & iey, (clothing.)

Go., aincy and mil- Thomson, Birkett &
linerv goods.) BelI.

'T. V. lKerr & Co. Mîunroe, ienderson k
McLellan, Hyslop & ècIKeinzie, (cloLh-

JRu1ssCl, (gents' fur- img.)
iishiigs.) Janes Walkcer & o.

Juni alackenzie &
Co.
'T'lie dry goods trade of London was,

till coinparatively recently, confinod al-
mnost cntirely to ane firm, but the fertile
district of which sie ii the centre, could
not in these go.ahead times escape the
attention of lier other enterprising citi-
zens. She now, witli a fair number of
well assorted stocks to select fron, bids
rair ta hold her own, and ancroach on
other districts. Her principal firns in
this trade are :-
Join Birrell k Co. f Gr" & Peters.
Laing, Sutlerland & W'în. foyd k Son

Robinsont, Little & Co,
We now turn our attention ta the

other.principal trade centre of Our ow'n
Province, Quebec. Her principal whliole-
sale dry goods importers are:-
Thibaudeau Frères & P. Garneau & Frère.

Co. HlaenI & Frères.
McCall, Shehyn-& Ca. Win. McLinont.

Partially cut off fron a western trade
by hier óown natural position relative ta
that of Montreal, and more still by vant of
eflicient railway communication during
lier long and rigarous inters, with a
sterile country east of her and navigation
closed in lier ice-bound gulf for five
mnonths of the year, Quebec lias yet held
lier own in spite of these disadvantages.
Fully awake, liowever,nov to those diflicul.
ties, she is straining every nerve to over.
coine sucht as are possible to conquer, and
with lithe developnicnt of Ilailway coin-
muniication wiill yet find the western terri.
tory opening up ta the conpetition ofi her
dry goods ierchants.

St. Joln, N.B., is the natural port of en.
try for that province,to which lier trade e'as
necessaril confined provious to confeder-
ation. Nonw sie lias our narkets throwni

open to lier competition, and site is show-
ing lierself both h able and willing to take
advantage ofit. The over-crowding of lier
markets by our importers a few years ago
w'as not altogether an uninîxec cvil. Ifour
inerchants caused ler bad debLts, tlcy also
saved ier soine losses by taking tiei on
thenselves and allowing lier ta escape.
Experience, if it has not alrcady worked a
cure, is rapidly daing so. The principal
wholesale dry goods importers therc are:
Daniel L Bo-d. Thos. R. Joues & Co.
Everet & luter. Jyoni Vassie & Go.
Steeves Brus.

Halifax is the old and revarend father
of our trade. There it i, still condnctel
on safer principles perlaps thian in any
other city in the Dominion. Hier niagnifi_
cent barbor is rapidly coming to be
utilized for the wlole Dominion, and she
cau, if she wili, control a iuch larger por-
tion of the trade than site lias yet attempt-
ed. We subjoin a list of hier principal dry
goods importers :
Burns & Murray. Deuil & Miller.
Duffus & Co. S. Howard & Soi.
T. & E. Keniey. Joh Macdlonal Co.
Patrick Power & Go. John Silver & Co.

Smith Bros., (nilliiiery and dry goods.)
Nfow that n'e have become establishied

into one Dominion, and the cry foi a n Na-
tionai Poliey ' is rie-ecliood friom all quar-
ters, it is of vast importance that eaci
branch of trade should becooie intiniately
acquaintedi with the extent and nature of
the businéss done in eaci ai its principal
centres. If a sound business be aimed at,
full information and reliable statisties of
the trade of eaci of hlia cities n'e have
nentioned ivill become valuable to all.
With so nany influential centres for trade,
the day lias gone by e one city couild
confidently expect ta be left in peaccable
possession and conti-ol of the trade of the
district imimediately surrouncling it, and
it is only by adaptation of our imuports to
the special wiants of each section of thte
country that any one can expect ta con-
trol a trade and encroaci upon territory
which naturally first seeks its supplies
from its nearest trading -entre. WVitiout
travel and the interchange of informatioti
this cannot be effected. And yet ive con-
tend that such interchaige of information
and mutual and extended conpetition is
the best for all. We see no reason wihy
IIalifax should not, in the future, find an
outlet for her goods,wliether manufactured
or imported, i every toni betwdeei there
and Sarnia; while London and Hamilton
nay equally find customners for their'
specialties in Our Province as well as in
and arotnd St. Johi and Halifax. This
bas, in sone measure, bee realized in
the past thirougli individual enterprise
clone, and wîill b mre so in the future.
Progress in thiis direction couiid, however,

n'a are conviiced, b largely accelerated,
in the dry goods trade at least, by the
formation of a. trade society whose business
it would be to collect and afl'ord to each
of its umemubers quarterly statements of
the exact quantities of each article in-
ported at toise principal centrs. This
w'outld ielp pitidtetit and carful nerchan ts
to foresea and provent the disastrous
effects of over importation in any one
article and the consequent loss of profit
w'hicli is the inevitablu effect. It could
also be made of use in the tmatter of In-
solveicies to supply the deficiencies
which iimust ever exist in any Itnsolvent
Act, however perfect, by exposing dis-
lionest practices to all the trade wIo are
ilterested, and thus prevent the possibi-
lity of a disholnest insolvnt oLtaiitnig
cradit from tlat trade in anîy part of th e
country. Governientt tmay îlo nuch, but
private enterprise tmust do the rest.

One result o the inflation and over -

trading by whIiiclh n'e have so recenîtly suf-
fered, will, we tlink, hel a further develop-
ment of' the tendoncy of the dry goods
trade to divide itsclf into specialties. Cor-
tain louses, for instance, will turi lieir
attention chîiefly to the importation of
woollens and the controlling Of home
manufactures of suit goods. Others ivill
make cotton goods thair specialty. Otiers
wvill adlopt othier branches. Each, aimning

for a share of the trade of the ivhole Domi-
nion, in its special line, will b enabled
to attain success by the large quantities
of one article it vill thus be able to bid
for and control, and the consequent advan-
tages it cati offer to pttrchasers. Our, ex-
pectLations in this respect are based on the
self-evidenît benefits such a systen would
confer on both buyer and soller in lessen-
ing cost. It vould also enable an import-
ing fit-t while still doing a large business
to spread its risks iore, anid inake it
easier for it to restrain any temptation to
abuse of the supply account system;
w-hile it ivould compel the retail dry goods
inmerchant to depend for his supplies on
no one house, but to naintain his credit
iwitli fiv' o six liouses, eaclh trading ii
different classes of dry goods, and mnake it
easier for him to escape control anîd buy
his goods in the best market.

'We comiend those hints to the atten-
tion of the dry giods trade with soine dif-
fidence, yet confident that at least sone
of our readers, both aiong inporters and
their custoners, will find them worthy of
their serious consideration.

- It would take $37,000 ta re-iisure all the
Royal Canaditan Insurance Co.'s outstanding
riskis in tc Stite of Michigan. The business of
tlic Company in that State shows a surplus of
si90,000.


