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Alaves,

fenfible of the danger and imeropricty of
drinking a quantity of bad water in fuch
a fituation, yet Wwe could not refrain.  As

“for my own part, it was utterly out of my

power to liften at that time to the di&tates
of prudence ;

difficult yo my companions, if 1 might-
)udge from the avidity with which' they

_drank out of the littde poels, lying on the

ground at full length, that being the only
pofture in which it was to be ohtained,
The rcgularity of the (reets of the town,
which interfe& each other at right angles;
the buildings, gardens, caftle, and forts ;
with twenty-three fhips then at anchor in
the bay; 31l which appeared direétly un-

" derneath us ;3 was_a fight beaotifel and

pleafing beyond defeription.  The per-
penditular height of this jand is 1357
feer from the furface of the water. On
the top of it we gathered feveral fpzcies of
heath, fome wild celery, a few fhrubs, and
fome non-defeript plants ; we found alfo
fome little fiones of a fine polith and fin-

.gular whitenefs.

In curdefcent which proved nearly as
difiicult and troublefome as going up, we
faw fome ranaway negroes, round a fire,
cn theclift of aflupendous rock, where it
was entirely out of the power of their
owners to get atthem. To look at their
fitvation, one would think it beyond the
utmoft firetch of human ingenuity to de-
vife a way to’ reach it, Here they remain
all day in perfedt fecurity, ard during the

- night, 'make frequent excurfions to the

town and the parts adjacent, committing
greatdepredations on the inhabitants. The

whole of the fubfiftence of thefe fugitives”
“depends on this precarious method :

and
even this method would prove infufficient,

were it not for the afliftance they receive:
from.thofe who were once their fellow
Nor is it always they fucceed in
their’ depredstory trips, which neceffity

‘thus orizes them to take ;' they are often

betrayed by their quondam friends ; and
when this happens, as the Duotch are not

__famed for their lenity in puhifthing crimes,
‘ But

they are- made horrid ‘examples : of.
peither the fear of punithment, nor hun.
gar, ahirft, cold, and wretchednefs, to
which’ thcy are often undvailably c'{pofed
€an deter them from making Table Land
their place of refuge frem what they cen-
tider to be greater evils. ‘Scarcely a- day
.paffes but a fimoke tay be feen front fome

. of thefe nmccemble retreats.

In thcimlld or furmmer feafen, - whu:h

_commctces in Scptemb’cr, and ' continues.

il M-wrch the Table ' Land  is, fometimes
iuddenly capped with a whlte cloud, by .

- Yome called the fpréading ¢f the “table clarb. :

’When ths cloud fccms to- roll down thc

and | believe it wai cqually —common is of fhort duration,

. ated, but at the fame time fmall ;
) cep,nqn‘;hu_a[;_fc;.frgm,_us_bemg, ,bmlt_mﬁ

Eq,fc;"iptfozz ¢f the Cape of Good Hope.

fteep face of the mountain, it is an uner-

_ing indication of an approaching gale of

wind from the fouth.caft ; which gene-
rally blows with great vnolcncc and fome-
times continugs a day or more, but in
On the
firit appearance of thiscloud, the (hnps in
Tabic Bay began to prepare for it, by
firiking yards and topmafts, and making
every thing as fnug as poflible.

A little to the weftward of the Table
Land, divided bya fmall valley, flands,
on the right hand fide of Table Bay, a
round hill, called the Sugar Loaf; and
by manythe Lion's Head, as there is a
continuance from it contiguous 1o the
fca, called the Lion’s Rump; and when
you take 2 general view of - the whole, it
very much refembles that animal with his
head cre@. The Sugar Loaf or Lion's

_ Head, and the Lion's Rump, haveeach a
‘- flag-ftaff on them, hy which thc'approaﬁh '

of fhips is known to the Governor, parti-
cularxzmg (hclr nrumber, nation, and the
quarter from Yhich they came. To the

eaftward; feparated by a fmall chafm from

the 'I‘able Land, ftands Charles’s Mount,
well known by the appellation of the De.
vit's Tower 3 and fo called from the vio- -
lznt guits of wind fuppofed to iffue fromn
it, when it partakes of the cap’that covers
the Table Land; though thefe gufls ate

nothing morc than adegree of force the

wind acquires incoming thro® the chafm.
—When this phxnomenon appears in the
morning, which is by no means fo fre-
quent as in the evening, the failors have
a faying, as the Devil's Tower is contigu-
ous to the Table Land, that the old ven-
tleman is going. 'to brcakhﬁ 3 if in the

‘middle of the day, that-he is going to din-

ner ; and if in the cvening, thac the clo:h
is fpread for fupper.

‘T'he foregoing high lands form a kind of
amphitheatre about the Table Valley,
where the Cape Town flands. From the
fhipping the town appears pleafantly fitd.-
a de-

a valley with fuch flupendous mountains
dire&ly behind it. .On landing, however, -
you are furprifed, and agreeably difappoint-
ed, to find it not only extenfive,"but well
bu:!t, and in a good ftile; the fireets fpa-
cicus, and interfe@ing each other at right:
angles with great precifion. This exa&.
n¢fs in the formation of the ﬂrecta, when

“vieweéd from the Table Land )mis obferved
“tc he very great.

The houfes in general
are built of flone, cemented together with

.3 glutmous kind of earth which ferves as-

mortar, and afterward neatly plaifiered,;.
and white wathed, with lime. Asto their

. hcnght, they do- not in’ common exceed
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