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MY WISH.

RY FRANK H. NORTON,
1.
If 1 might have my wish, .
1 wonid that this fair aarth wers thine and mine,
Che sunlight thioe to gild thy radisat bair:
The moonlight mine to show thy face more fair,

The san, moon, aarth, stars verily thine and mine,
1f 1 might bave my wish,

1L

1£ I might have my wish, .

I wonld that thou wert mine aud I were thige—
And all the ciroling systems ware no more,
And time ware pot, nor deth, nor all before,

Nor ali that cometh after—at the sign,

1f 1 might have my wish,

1L

Jf 1 might bave my wish,
[ wou'd that what I was and am were not,
That what I might have baen were truly me,
And that thou wert what 1 would have thes be,
And all we now remember were torgot,
1f 1 might have my wish,
1v.

If 1 might have my wish,

I wonid that things that aurse and thitgcs that bless
The tortnous ways of liviag, and the dreat h
That ftfullir prevents us from sweet death

Might tnde bafare my {nfinite teoderness,

If I might have my wish,

STEPMOTHERS.

How manv books do we still take up in which
the plot tarns on the cruel machinatious of a
stepmother, and surely writers ought to be wiser
now. They make the very name hateful; it
seems to ring with unkindness and injustice,
and far be it from us to sav that the prototype
is nowhere to be found. Cold-heartedness and
oppression towards the children of one who has
preceded her in heart and home are no doubt at
times to be met with, bat cannot many honse-
holds tell another tale—a tale of love and gentle-
ness, and mutual affection and peace ! And can-
not too, soms homes tell a third story, where
the sufferer is the ane who is looked on asan
interloper ! Are there not cases where a man,
whose hearth has been early desolated, and who
iz left with little ones whom he cannot look
after, and with a heart still yearning for atfec-
tion, brings home some warm-hearted girl,
ready to pour out no stinted measure of love on
the motherless ones; and what do he and she
find on settling down to their daily life ? That
faclish relatives or ignoramt servants have
already poisoned the baby minds agaiust their
second mother, and that all her effortsto win
their affection and trust are blighted by the un-
holy influence that has been wielded. And when
other little children come, ton often, instead of
being welcomed with brotherly or sisterly love,
they are grerted with feelings of bitterness and
jealously.  Nor is this only so where the child.
ren, natorally perhaps, have a ferling that
they may be  deprived by a stravger of
part of their birthright. Cases there are
where hundreds have |been added to
the income by such a marriage—hundreds not
even settled on the woman who breught them
te a comparatively poor househald ; and yet she
way set aside as a ‘* nobody,” treated with cold
insvlt by stepchildren, and andefended by her
husband. We might tell of sick beds watched
with all a mother's devotion, of dying hours
~oothed with all a mother’s faithfal self-forget-
fulness ; of the young wpirit sinking to the
grave, clinging with fond affection to the repre-
sentative of that real parent whom it was soon
to greet in the spirit land ; and we tarn with
just anger from  pictures laid before us as false
as they are ill.judged. Into how many house.
holds muost the second mother be bronght, or
they could never hold together. How many
families must consist of the children of the one
father, Liut of two mothers ; anid is it wel] that
young miuds should be prejudiced against a
stit: of things in so many cases 8 uecessity 1
But in the novel or the tale a youthful hero or
heroine is the more interesting the more he or
she saffers under the domestic roof, aud that
sutfering is supposed to be most easily wrought
by the “stepmother.” Let us hope that a truer
view will be taken of this relationship ; that the
vulgar feeling with regard to it (a feeling show-
ing itself so0 plainly in some localities that the
naine of stepmother is given to that most pain-
ful thing on the finger sometimes called a hang-
nail), way ere long pass away fromamongst us;
and that, as at last the fong.despised *old
maid 7 is meeting with justice and kindly
julgment, the same may be mated with no
stinting hand to the often long-suffering and
much-siandered ** stepmother.”"—uecn.

VARIETIES,

A FrexcH soldier is placed on sentry over a
Gi-pounder. When, two hours later, the guard
comes to relieve him, he is not at his post, and
isonly found, after some trouble, in a wine-
shop.  “You scoundrel I" sayn the officer of
the guard.  “1Is that the way you keep watch
over the cannon committed to your care ?
““ Well, captain,” says the noldier, ** don't you
see, 1 figared the matter up, and found that it
would take at least twenty men to move that
gun. Sappose one or two came along, they
couldw’t do any harm; but, if there were
enough of them to carry it away, do you think
1 could prevent them—heat twenty of them
myself 7°

The Fourreex WoNpers oF THE WoRrLD, —-
The seven wonders of the world, in aucient

times, were the Pyramids of Fgypt, the Pharos
of Alexaudria, the walls and hanging gardens of
Babylon, the Temple of Diana, the statue ol:t‘he
Olympian Jupiter, the Mausoleum of Artemisia,
and the Colossus at Rhodes. The seven wonders
of the world in modern times are the printing-
wess, the steam-eagine, the telegraph, the
aguerreotype, the telephone, the Yhm\ogmph,
and the elactric light., The sa called ** Seven
Wonders'' of the Aucients were mere trifles
eaompared with those of the present time.  The
Brooklyn Bridge, for example, would make the
hanging gandens of Babylon a mere toy, while
the whole seven wonders put together would
sink into insignificance could their builders have
seen a lightning express train at full speed.
“Gentlemen of the jury,”” said a Tuscarora
lawyer, * What kind of swearing has been done
in this caset Here we havea physician, a man
who, from his high and noble calling, should
be regarded as one who would scorn to stain his
soul with perjury, or he guilty of giving utter.
ance to an untruth. But vhat did he testify,
rentlemen 1 1 put the question to him plainly,
as vou all heard—Where was this man stabbed 1
And what was his reply ! Unblushingly, his
features as cool and placid as though cut from
marble, he replied that he was stabbed an inch
sud a half to the left of the medial line, and
about an inch above the umbilicus ; and yet we
have proved, by three unimpeachable witnesses,
that he was stabbed just below the milway
station.”

Tut. following proposal for & reform in Iadies’
dress has been made by the New Dress Reform
Association, A wide trouser, or divided skirt,
which is to reach the ankle, and present much
the same appesrance a5 an ordinary short shirt,
being trimmed round the foot with kiltings or
plaitings acconding to fancy. Over this, and
reaching to within an inch or two of the foot,
an overskirt, which, being too elaborate, may
aiso be loopel up and trimmed to suit the taste
of the wearer.  This costume admits of all other
skirts or pettivosts being dispensed with, and
thus otfers the maximum of comfort and
warmth, with the minimum of weight, A few
1adies have already adopted the costume, and as
in outward appearance it ditfers but slightly
from the prevailing fashion, they have worn t
in the most crowded and fashionable parts of
London without attracting the least attentiun.

AN ExavtiNg ApvERTISER. —Advertisers are
often unreasonable in their requirernents. but it
is not often that they demand all the virtues to
be concentrated in one person, as does the au-
thor of the following curious advertisement:
*“To persons of education -\ gentleman, aged
about thinty, ina weak state of health, parpos-
ing wintering abroad, with the probability tle-
pending on state of health) of afterwands remain-
ing abroad for about two vears, wisiting the
various parts of the globe, is desirous of meeting
with a person of education ef about the same
agre, and single, to assist and accompany hi u.
One who would conscientiously reply in the
afirmative to each of the following queries ' —
Reliable, considerate, willing, temperate, ctive,
obliging, not depending on others for entertain.
ment or occupation, willing to acquiesce und
asgist in everything within reason, and acens.
tomed to do thingsin a thorouzh and fipished
manper, with a liking for intellectual pursuits,
particularly of moral science, especially that of
Christiamity, both in its practical as well as
theoretical lizht.  Is desirous, if possible, of
meeting with one who has studied medizine, agd
a liuguist, bat would declive Irish or French
extraction, or one desirons of obtaining <port.”

Novel, Usks or tue Freotene Licnr.—
Several jockey clubs o. the Snuth are discuss.
ing the plan of lighting up their mee-courses by
lines of powerful «lectric lamps, and having
their racing dore at night,

. 1it. One great advan-
tage will result from this. The spectators, as

well as poor horses, will bo protectsd in sumnier
from the broiling rays of the sun. A company
is now megotiating with the government for a
contract to light the City of Washington, by
placing around the dome of the Capitol a series
of powerful electric lamps, aggregating several
hundred thousind caniles in brilliancy. It i
proposed in this way to light the city to the dis.
tance of a mile in all directious better than it is
usually done by street gav.lamps, Pearl-fishing,
it is now thoaght, can bw condncted with great
sucerss by means of submerged electric lights in
place of the old mode of emploving divers, In.
candescent lamps of the Fdison form will be let
down to the ocenn bed. making it as light as the
surface in daylight, while operators with suit-
able gmppling tongs, at the surface, will pick
up the gmarl oysters. and deposit them in crates
sunken for the purpose ut the depth of & hun-
dred fect or more.  Louk out, now, for a supply
of these lovely gems, larger than have yot been
seen, since aged oysters can be taken from a
depth far beyond the reach of the old-time Jiver.

I is remark-worthy that the two most celo-
brated yarn of the period, the two whose achieve.
menta will fill the largest place in histoy in
either hetisphere, Grant andBismarck, the one
the Furopenn and the other the Awerican “nan
of blood and iron,” are vqually famouns for their
devotion 1o agoed cigar.  No caricaturist who
drew Grant withont o cigar could hope 1o rige
in his profession.  Bismarck onee told'a group of
visitars the following story : *“The vah
good cigar,” «aid he, “is best nuderstood when
it is the Inat yon possess, and there i« no chanee
of getting amather. At Kouiggratz 1 hud only

one cigar leftin my pocket,” which | carefully

miser dovs his treasure. 1 did not foel justified
in usingit. 1 painted in glo\ying colours, in
my miad, the happy hourin which 1 should en-
joy it after victory. RBut 1 had miscaleulated
my chances.” ““Aud what,” asked one of the
company, ** was the cause of your snisealcula.
tion P ** A poor dragoon,” replied Bismarck,
“ who lay helpless with both army srushed,
murmuring for something to refresh him, [ felt
in my pocket and fouud 1 had only gold, and
that would bo of no use to him. But stay—I
had stil} my treasured cigar! 1 lighted this ,for
him, and placed it between his teeth. You
should have seeu the poor fellow’™s grateful
smilo ! | uever enjoyed a cigar so much as that
one which 1 did not smoke.'’

AN American lawyer, defending a promissory
note case, went to lunch, laaring hisbooks and
citationson the table in the court voom. The
opposing counsel sneaked back into the room
and changed the place of all those book-marks.
In the afternoon the lawyer taking up his baoks,
referred the court to his authorities. 1lis Honor
noted every volume and page carefolly, a_md
took the case under advisement. In rendering
his opiniou he said: *‘1 was inclined, after
heating the argument of counsel for defendaut,
to nonsuit plaintitl, but 1 find that, on refer.
ring to the authorities quoted by counsel, none
of them bear on this case, and 1 am led to thiuk
that the gentleman has wilfully been trying to
jusnlt this court.  He has referred me to an ac-
tion of an Irish womun who sued the proprictor
of a monkey for dx\mng{:s for biting her, to a
case of arson, one of burglary, two of petty
larceny, and three divorce cases, besides other
matters, none of which bear on an action to re-
cover on & promissory note.  Perhaps the gross.
est insult to the court is in referring it to the
case of Duckworth r. Boozyman, au action
charging defendant with breach of promise.
Judgment for plaintiff with costs.” The lawyer
never kuew w‘mt the matter was, and to this
day thinks the judges was out of his head

A Wosnerrvn Laxe 1y lows, ——-The greatest
wonder in the State of lowa, and peraapsinany
other State, is what is called the Wallrd Lake,
in Wright County, twelve miles porth of the
Dubaque and Pacifie Railway, and 150 miles
west of Dubuque City.  The lake istwo or three
feet higher than the carth’s surtace. in some
places the wall is ten feet high, fifteen feer wide
at the bottom, and five feet wide on the top.
Another fact is the size of the stane wxed ta the
copstruction, the whole of them varyiug in
weight from three tons down to 108 ponwls.
There is an sbundance of stones in Wright
County, bat surrounding the lake, to the extent
af five or ten miles, thepe are none. No oue
can form an idea of the means employel to
bring them to the spot, or who constructed it
Aronnd the entire lake is a belt of woadlind
balf a mile in length, composed of cak.  With
this exception, the country tv & rolling praino,
The trees must have been planted there at the
time of the building of the wall.  Iu the <pring
of the year 1556 there was a grest storm, aud
the ice on the lake bLroks the wall in several
places, and the farmers in the \-\'.cinity’ were
obliged to repair the damages to prevent inun-
dation. The lake occupies a ground surfae of
2,800 acres ; depth of watsr as great as 25 feet.
The water is clear and eold, soil sandy and
loammy, It i singular that ao one has been able
to asbertain whers the water comes from nor
whare it goes, yet it isalways clear and foesh,

A LAKT GrLisMesy oF Steamranivs, Al
though Stradivarius made violins down to the
last vear of his life, still after 1737, feeling his
hand and sight beginuing to fail, he seldnm
signed his work.  We can catch one, and only
ane, glimpse of him ax he lived aml moved
and had his being at Cremona in 1730, He
was high and thin, and looked like cne worn
with much thonght and incesvant industry.
In summer lie wore & white cotton nightcap,
and in winter one of sotne woollen material.
He was never sean without hin apron of white
leather, and every day was to him exactly hike
every othar day.  His mind was always rivet-
ed npon his one pursuit, and he  seemed
neither to know nor to dexire the least change
of occupation.  His vielins sald for four golden
livres apiens, and were considernd the best in
Italy ; and as he nover soent soythiog excemt
upon. the nec -ssrwrieq of life and his own trade,
he saved a good deal of money, and the simple-
mindend Cremonese used to inake jokes about
hia thriftiness, amd the proverb pawesd, ¢ As
rich as Stradinarins.”” A traveller who Jately
visites] his honse, still standing in the square
of Cremona, nunarkel that it was heated
through with the sup like an oven  He waid
yon wmight sit and sweat thers as in a Turkish
bath. That was how the (‘remona iukera
dried their wood, aud so it was their oils dis.
tilled slowly and remained always at a high
temperature, their varpish weltered and soaked
into the pine bellicx and sycamore hacks be-
neath the tropical heat of those seventeenth.
century summers !

A Frpsil-waATER SPRING IN THE ATLANTIC,
—One of the mast remarkable displays of Nature

1e of a-

may be seen on. the JAtlantie ceast, cighteen
' miles nouth of 8t. Augnstine. O Matanzas In.
{let, and three miles from shore, & memmoth
* fresh-water spring gurgles up from the depth of
; the ocean with nuch foree amd volume as to at.
traet the attention of ull who come in its imwe.
diate vicinity, This fountain i bage, bold, and
tarbulent, It is noticeable to tishermen and
others passing in small hoats alony wear the
ahore, For mauy{ years this wondetful and

. guarded during the whole of the battle, as w mystorious freak of Nature has been krown to

' Will be wold abicap,

the people of St. Augustine and those living
along the shore, and some of the supewtitions
ones have bean taught to regard it with & king

{ reverential awe, or holy borror, as the abode
sf su pernatural influences.  When the waters of
the ocenn in its vicinlty are otherwise caluy qyd
tranquil, the upheaving and troubled appentunce
of the water shows unmistakable evidenceg of
intornal commotions. An area of about half
an acre shows this troubled appourance,—some.
thing similar to the boiling of & washer.woman'y
kettle. Six or oight years ago Commodore
Hitcheock, of the United States Coast Survey.
was passing this place, and his attention way
directed to the spring by the upheavings of th.
water, which thraw his ship (romn her course ay
she entered the spribg. I'{is curiosity becoming
excited by this circamstance, he set to work 10
examine its surroundings, and found six fathom,
of water overywhere in the vicinity, while the
spring was almost fathomless.

Tur Prrreses Used BY THE Eoviriase.. .
Th= consumption ot essances must have b,
enarmous at the highest tide of Egyptian splen.
dour, for the people were  acturlly enjoined 1,
porfume themselvas ou Frilays COrpYes Wern
anvinted with aromatic easeacss ; sharbety agyd
sweetmats were flavoured with fine vegotahi.
extracts ; perfumes filled the 7ir in every weil.
to-do honae, and saturata | the lotters and .-
sents which wer: coustanily being exchangel,
The ladies bathed in perfumed water, the vy
ased scented oila for the hair, and both niad.
use of rel, yellww, and green soap.  Dunng
great festivals, incense was burnt in all i
sireols, 8o that even the poorest might b ..
galed by the mere act of breathing,  Nor ws
there any lack of narcotics, The mode of 3.

ring opium, introduced from Syoot in Uppr
“gypt, was well known, and the Sultan luy.
bars promulgated several edicts prohibiting i«
use of Hashensh, & stupelying and intnxicaiu,
Ymp:\mtim\ of Indian hemp.  In spite of the
>rophet’s prahibition, the juice of the grape .
tinued to be indulged in ; alcohol rs its 1
indicates) is an- Arab discovery, und leer 15
favourite beverage of the ancient Fgyprian.
was also brewed and drunk under the Khilif,,
Many a jovial scmg in praisn of wing was <.
by Arab posts, and in early times many Arabs
would by no means admit that the Propher 1.1
forbid.den its uve. 1 an old MN, copy of Tha'
alibi it is said, ** The Vrophet— may Gol hes
him sod accept hitn ~permitted wine, aned wer.
cifully allows us to strengthen ourseives with nt
at our meals, and to iRt the veil of our cares .0l
surrows.’

HUMOROUS.

I¥ wit i badivage what must it boin youth ?

WHEN a boy goee off the track it «hiow, that
the amwiteh bas aot been jroparly applied.

A nUss2aN labwarer works fifteen b a day
for might onts, Aot fnde bimeell. Herw & latwuter gais
n dollar & dxy and jets the foreman of the gang Snd oo
ifhe can.

*Tostyy didl you hear your mother call vy o
“Qorse T il " Thea why doa’t you go b her g0
nnoe 17 Wall, yar sen ¢ho's perruas, Kad A0 shie
bar uwtal '8 shauid o do saddeat.”

diM, o your mother ever whip voo
" Na; bat ahe doed a predous sight worse thoaged
U What's that T Why, atie washes my face ever.
marning. .

Iy was praliadbly an lnsh wisstonay whe,
wlian alarnt to e nasticated by thecannibale, orig natet
1hat haant:ind and touching song :

My Father was Insh,
My wmother was Jrish,
And [ am Irish staw.

A littte Kiea,
A Httle Llies,
A dittie nug ~it & andad.
A tittle jaw,
A little inw,
And 0! tre bonds are rended.

LITERARY AND ARTINTIC.

A xpw etching club the Soviety of Seatnish
Elehars~has recantly been orguniead ln Bdinbuogh

. A, Fueaxay, the hiatorian, i expeeted io
delivar kix first lacture in Hoswton oo tha 17ih of Gototar

Misa Grant, the sculptor amld niecce of th-
Inte Daan Rtanley, bas bean compissioned by Qisen

Vicroria o make s bust of kher unele. N

*Tue fourth congress of the International li-
l-hr( Assnsiation will tw helil at Vianna from the ol
of this mouth to the 2th

Ty, Paris Gazrfle meutions the purchasw o
fine palntiags by Ms. William Schads for  his New York
York gnilery  Ila regently seat hame & nollectiun atick
oosi FIA IR,

Jutes Lergsvig, the French artist, is ol
work un a pleture for Mr. Vaoderbilt, eptitled = The
Bride's Tollet.” [tis inteaded as & wedding pressut i
Mr. Vaadarnilt's daughter, and wilt be finiabed eatiy to
Qctober.  Me. Lufebrre ia niso engagmi on an important
ptoture for Mr. Schaus, of New York. .

Tuk sculptor Heinrich Walger, of Burlin, the
originator »f the statoes oo the Helle.Allianca-Plats has
Just finiahea a plaa ea religf of nncleat and modern
Alhana—modollmr wits orteaordinary neatness nod of
the most periect tachnioal axsention,

A Frexen scleutific oxpedition  will atar?
next wonth for Thebies of the butdred gates, the an-
clent oaplital of Upper Fgypt, whars aixty six sarcephag
of tha Kings and Queans of the aoventeanth cantury bave
racantly hasn discovered by M. Masphen,  ‘Uhess aarci
phagi, it is aald, coniaio papyms ducnments, talismans.
and athey bistarieat rolina.

ORGAN FOR SALE.

From ovne af the best manulactories ot the
Dominion. New, and an excellent iugt‘rumnnl,
Apply at this offios.




