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GLORY TO GOD, PIACE TO MEN
OF GOOD WILL.

"NEeArLY ninteen hundred years have
elapsed since over an humble stable in
the villuge of Bothichem a chorus of
blessed spirits” sang from on high the
above divine canticle: A new st had
arisen ‘in’ the éast ;. fis
Messrau, thedeliverer of Tseael, had come
into'the world, The King of Kings, the
Baviourof mankind was born, Ile, whose
coming had been so long foretold by the
prophets, and whose advent on earth had
been so ‘unxiously expected, came not
as a mighty princo or ruler.. 1o was
ot born in a palace, swaddled in purple
and fine linen, but in an humble abode
. of indigence and cranled in o manger.
His coming had not” been horalded
forth to the great and mighty, and'kings
and.princes did not erowd to-bow in hom-
ago before him; but angels proclaimed
the tidings to men of low estate; and by
Jdhis first act in his earthly career. pro-
“claimed Him the friend, the brother, the
‘Baviour of the suffering, tho .poor.and
lowly. SR R
‘From the carliest agos' kings, heroes,
and.illustrious ‘men had beecoma the gods
-of natigns, but; their . glovy soon .pussed
" awayto: be,replaced, by more fuvored
.idols, "How, ditferont. with the babo- of
‘Bothlehern, | e was the reputed soft of
a'poor carpenter of Judea, born,in sor-

row..and “indigence, reared in poverty |.

+and ;surrounded by (the;: poorest: snd

humblest, yot he tunght and. inculeated
.&. moral " philosophy that, by its purity
“and sublimity, shamed the wisdom  oft

Romo and Greoce. Tho Jowish theology,

the “long-p:omised |,

-othor "

| but shortiat bost, and if ;

though one of abnegation, was sadly do-
void of true charity. 1t was the Phil-
osophy of “religion and. humanity com-

bined. Though it worshipped: God. in

prayers and sucrifice; it -exacted an-eye

for an eye, & tooth for a tooth..: Cunisr,

on the other hand, selected his disciples

from the lowest ; he preached a religion

of charity, mortification and self-denial,

He instituted new relitions among men,

apurer code of morality and public faith.

His religion was one of'love, of faith, of
charity, and soon the”dark codes and
false superstitions of Paganism fell bie-
fore it,-and the light of Christianity
illuminated by its checring iruys 'tho
whole world. : T

- IIis characler was as spotless‘as his
teachings wore pure and’ virtuous, and
even the bitterest Pagans never daved to
agperse His unblemished life.

. "Puré and sanctificd, ho vl)l"ealh'éd’ no-
thing - but love of "God-—of unbounded
charity, as the ovangelist says—"*Ho

went abiout doing good.” o )
o was the man of sorrows ; nursed in
griofs, his heart melted at the sufferings

‘of -othersy,while to . poor humanity His

constant exhoitation was “Jove.one:an-

.How consoling are the precepts.of his
beatitudes, to..the poor, the afilicted and:
tho unfortunate—:* Blessed aroithey that- .
mouin ; blessed-are thoy,that hunger and .

thirst, ote:” o

How: cheering aro.these wordsof hope

‘and. peace,and, comfort to tha poor, even

in these,.sad Christmas

mes. ., Lifo,is
i o but bear,
trials; and afflictions.with, Chiisti
signation,.ave are assured,of aTewal




