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result of their researches has been, that the act of the 33d Geo.
I1L. cap. 3, is the vnly statute expressly allowing a charge of
three per cent to the collector and comptroller, for their troub-
le of “levyimg, collecting, receveriog, and paying, apswering
and accounting.” for the duties levied under that act. .

The gct of the 35th Geo. L11. cap. 8, requires tle collector
and comptroller to pay into the haods of the recerver-general,
the whole of the duties levied under that act, without any deduc-
tion, except such drawbacks as they may have paid on the sev-
erai art:cles theren mentioped, and that a warraot shall jssue,
" directed to the said receaver-gepera) for the merdents incurred
in the collection of those duties. Your committee find, that,
since the passing of the said act, warraots have issued in fa-
vour of the collector and comptreller, not only for the inci-
deuts, but for a commission of three per cent on the gross a-
mount thereol, However high the authority under which
these paymeuts have been wade, your commiltee can not but
express ao opinion that they are illegal, and to recommend
theit hemg :efunded to the province, and effeetual measures
taken by this house 1o prevent their recurrence.

Swuumilar payments appear to your commitiee to have been
wmade under the same authority, for duties collected under the
acts of the 55th and 59th Geo. ]111. These acts do oot allow
any commission to the collector and comptioller for the levying
of these duties, and your committee are not aware that the
silence of these acts on this subject can be construed to imply
any claun to the charge. o

Another charge equally objectionable, and which is not
saoctioved by suy precedent in Great Britam, is the deduction
made hy the collector and comptroller of His Majesty’s cus-
toms of five per cent from the duties collected ander the act of
14 Geo. IIf cap. 88. .

The only authority which your committee have been able to
find for this charge, is an oxder of the lords comwmissioners of
the treasury of the 21st Maxch, 1777. This order, your
committee humbly couceive, is in direct violation of the statute
under which the duties are raised ; for it 1s therein expressly
enacted, that, ““all the monies that shall arige by the eaid duties,
<(exeept the necessary charges of raisiog, collecting, levying,
“‘recovering, asswering, paying and accounting for the sau_ne,)
“ghall be paid by the collector of His Majesty’s customs into
“the bands of His Msjestys receiver-general in the said pro-
“‘yince, and shall be applied to defray the expenses ?f the ad-
“ministration of justice, and the support of the civil goveran-
ment therein ;” therefore any charge on ‘hat yevenue, beyond
the necessary facidests of collechng the same, 18 contrary-to

law. .
The pretension that the existence of a charge, in an account
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