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TACOMA TRADL.

The Tacwmn Wl Const Trade says.
“Business ¢ mtinttes seasaaably  active
in all lines this week, and collections are
reprrted to he very fair. I3 ailers gen.
erally are mahing an eaceliont sh wing
of gouds fur the  heliday trade aad there
are prospects of a goud movement in the
usual run of novelties for the uext few
weeks,  Suples are  in active  request
and in greceries an inereased bnainess in
all lines of provisions and staples  In
havdware the stove trade has been of
fair praportions and  dry  gendds arve
moving Cell in scasonabie lines.  Not.
withstanding the fact that the fall trade
in shingles and hunber have closed. there
is atill a castern movement and
Lrge consignments of shingles are smd
o have gone into the territory opened ap
by the Burlington route within the past
fow weeks, This, however, i3 not an
extremely favoruble feature, as develop-
ments clearly indicate that mraficturers
ave marketing their product at prices
halow  the actual cost of praduction in
wany  instances, and  the supplying of
these markets at such  figures wifl id-
wate agaiust, the possibility of enjoying
to the fullest extent the active demand
which present wdications seem 1o point
to for next spring,  Cargo tyade is ouly

wood

moderately active, thouzh  in generl
the export bhusiness of this port con-
tinues good.  The merensed price  of

wheat has led to more interest m that
commodity, and the prospects the
avriculiural seetions cast of the monmtains

The wove
ment of wheat to thiy city since Augast,
1at hus reached $.300 carliuds, 18 aginst
4,015 for the period of
1895,

are improved in proportion,

corresponding

THE D .\blb OF BUSINESS REFORM.
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There 18a «ood deal suid about re-
form in business and reform in politics
and through polities, and these various
tdeas are supported by many  good people
who believe that good can be accom-
plished by force, by legal enactments
that deal with purely moral questions,
by 2 public sentiment, that will hold in
check the natural proclivities of indi-
viduals for immoral doing. It may be
that wrong may be restricted by such
action, but it is clear that 1t does not
restrict in many instances, and that
heretofore the basis for reform has not
been found.  The fact is, all true reform
must come hy the individual choice and
not by force in society, because the
Jatter will never be found adequate to
deal with moral questions.

We talk about the dishonesty of the
business man, and some one proposes to
restrict that dishonesty by  legislation
that saysa man shall not be dishonest.
Will that solve the problem and provide
the remedy 2 Most assuredly not. 5 there
must be anindividua) conscience at work
in the matter before gennine reform can
be looked for.  Tu the various attempts
made to secure the prehibition of the
liquor tratlic by legslation, it has been
undoubted failure.  Such a reform can-
not be controlled by force : it must be
controllelt by semtiment, and it will
never be controlled by any uther force.
The states that have  worked uander
prohibition laws as regards the lguor
tradlic, have violated moral sentiment by
permitting  themselves to become  vio-
liters of the law because their sympn.
thies were uot insympathy with it.  The
public conscience is injured as a result
aud itis easicr for the rising generation

to violate law than it was before such a
stattirs wag :\duptu\ The presence of
“blind  pigs” in ncarly all  prohibition
towns shows that as the law the prohibit.
ory statuto is working evil at the same
time that it is working gond ; that iy
whilo it ay prevent this man  from
drinking, it may cause two others to
drink because of the temptation to do
something that the law says shall not be
done, 1In this way cvil is done and it
must be taken friom the good befure the
balance i struch 5 most reformers of this
class assume that the tesult of a pro.
hibitory lnw is uniformly beneficial. It
is not, ard this is written without an
atom of sympathy wich the liquor traflic,
Itis simply looking at a thing as it js,
and not as we would like it to be,

When the m ral force of & commun.
ity is rightly developed it will not be
neeessary  to have  prohibitory  liquor
Inws, because the people will not need
them 3 the watter will vegulate itself,
and it will be difticult to do very much
along that line uwil  peaple ave sulli-
ci#ntly moral to make it 1 ceessnry.

‘The same principle applies in the case
of the business man. A statute for,
bidding dishonesty in the representa-
tion of goods would amount to nothing,
heenuse it would not be practicable. It
could not be enforced, beeause it could
not be proven that the dealer is  dis-
houest in many cases.  Dishauesty in
business must be based on individual
sentiment.  The hounest man will not be
dishonest, and instead of trying by legis-
lation to keep men from being dishonest,
the effort should be rather to make them
honest. The moral side of man is not
developed with proper understanding of
what man is. Ilis nature is not under-
stood in any unscientitic sense, aud he
is not made moral by intelligent means,
Heintends to be moral but he hasn't
mastered the moral principle sulliciently
to receive its full impression, and so
yiclds to an impulse of dishonesty in
principle quite easily.  The basis of moral
reform is individual reform. —Minneapolis
Convnercial Dullctin,

THE DISTRESS 01 THE RICH IN
ENGLAND.
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“Pity the sorrowns of a puor old man,”
18 being changed in England to, pity the
sortows of the rich. The condition of
the landed classes in Great Britaiy, is,
for them, distressing, but not a few of
us would not objeet to stand in their
shoes. The Doke of Davonshire, for
tnstance, has issued a piteous letter to
the people of Buxton, Derbyshire, where
he has great possessions, lamcnting his
inability to lend as much aid to local
institutions as he aud his predecessors
have done.  His income, he declares,



