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greater than formerly. Now the quantity of liquor sold at the
three drug stores in Halton, according to official report, was 16}
barrels in 8 months,and this was considered so much in excess of the
legitimate sales for the purpose allowed that the licenses were with-
drawn. In Milton he found that the quantity sold in 1883 was 356
barrels, and calculating the same proportion for the other towns there
would be about 31 batrels sold in Halton,including Oakville, during
the yearunder the Scott Act.  But before the Act there were 42 li-
censed taverns in the county, at every one of which the sale of liquor
was openly pushed. Now if these licensed houses made average sales
of only six barrels a month there would be 72 barrels sold in Oak-
ville alone or more than 40 barrels in excess of what is now sold
all over the county. He would be told that this wag¢ not a fair way
of stating the facts because some hotel keepers bad sold liquor
illicitly. ~ He was aware of that and so were the hotel-keepers, for
they had to pay smartly for it. [Laughter.] But if this illegal sel-
ling were taken into account does anyone for a moment believe that
the sales would be equal to, ér ih-any degree compare with the
open sale in hotels all over the county. As to crime there was
abundant evidence that.it had greatly diminished under the Scott
Act. The County Fair held.in Milton was:so conspicuous for the
sobricty of the people that it made, many converts in favor of the
Act who had voted against it. He had been told repeatedly by
people who knew whereof they spoke that many whoivoted against
the Act would vote for it in. future, and one person said it had
saved him from $100 to $300:in treating alone, and offered another
one a bet of $1,000 that the Act would not be repealed. The rev.
gentleman dealt ably with the moral and criminal aspect of the
question, showing from official.statistics. that there had been a large
decrease in crime in the tounty since the' Act came into operation,

_ MR. F. S. SPENCE rcjoiced in the position in which he found
himself to-night. In moral and intcllectual progress, Canada is
the banner country of the world, Ontario is the ‘banner province of
Canada, and Halton is thé banner county of Qntario. He went on
to show the superiority of prohibition gver license, not only in
soundness of principle but in success of operation.  In a speech of
about-one hour, he showed the soundness of: prohibition, the success
of the Scott Act, the unsoundness of the sophistrics that were offer-
ed against it,'and urged the cléctors of Halton to stand by a victory
they had so bravely won.

Messrs. Barclay, Taylor, Young and Warcup then spoke forcibly
of the success of the working of the Act in the town of Qakville,
and-the surrounding country’, specially showing the unsoundness
of the statements so frequently made that business in Oakville had
been.injured by the operation of.the Act. There was laid on the
~hairman’s. table, a.manifesto, that.had been signed during the day
by over sixty of the best known. and most important citizens of
Qakville, some of them doing very extensive business, testifying
that the working of the Act had not been injurious to legitimate
trade, and affirming their-determination to stand by it and resist
any attempt at repeal, .

The following resolution was moved by Mr. W. B. Young, and
seconded by Mr, Dyer, and carried unammpusly by a standing
vote :(— S e

Resolved, That 1n the-opinion:of this meeting the operation of
the Scott Act insthe county-of Halton during the last two years has
diminished. ithe dnnking -of .intoxicating hquors; has decreased
crime, destroyed-the-open sale and treating, system, and not injured
business, and that we-will tosthe utmost of our ability, sustain the
Act.if a repeal be taken. . o

MIDDLESEX.—We are very much pleased to learn-thattlte friends
of the good cause'in this large and important county, are rallying
to'their work with strong hopes of success.  We clip tlie following
from a letterjust received from Rev ‘W.!Johnston, Ailsa Craig,
President of the Middlesex Branch of the Dominion Alliance, for
the suppression-of'the Liquor Traffic-:—

The Exccutive Committee of the Middlesex Branch Allfance,
incited by the generally improved state of public féeling, are pre-
pared 'to proceed with the work of securing the balancé of the sjgna-
Yures necessary to pétition for the following. ‘We have about 3000
names .on the petitions already, which will be good after the allow-
ance is made for change in votet's lists,. &c., and we nced 1000 more
names to complete the 25 per cent.  We purpose prosecuting the
canvass vigorously in those municipalities not yet canvassed, and
sefiding a pelition to-évery former canvasser, with ifistructions to
have a few additional names sccured at once.  Will you therefore
send ¢ once sufficiént petitions and instructions to tanvassers, and

could easily be collected.

forms of attestation fur this purpuse. We purpose calling a wonven-
tion as soon as a sufficient number of names are sceured.

The following items arc taken from reports of the Glebe's special

correspondents :

SIMCOE.—~When, a few weeks ago, representative temperance
advocates in convention asscmbled, decided to enter upon a Scott
Act campaign in the county of Simcoe, it did not occur to them

.that the county of Simcoe proper was of the extent and of the de-

scription of territory which it really is. They fancied that it com-
prised only those townships which it cmbraced municpally, and
although even this constitutes an enormous size, and would
tender the work they had in hand an undertaking of formidable
aspect, yet the Scott Act advocates had no hesitancy in falling to
work with earnestness, vigor and hope. The prehminary steps
had been definitely taken, the canvass i many quarters had becen

.actively begun, and the whole movement was nicely under way,

when the question arose as to the actual constitution of the county
which, for judicial purposes, includes Muskoka and Parry Sound
districts in part. In view of the nnrecognized condition of a great
part of this territory, it became a matter for most serious discus-
sion whether it would be advisable w risk at the preseat time the
submission of the Act, if it should prove that all this judicial dis-
trict would have to be mcluded n the county.  To determme what
course was to be taken, anuther convenuon was called for the 10th
mnst., at Barrie, the delegates to which attended 1n large numbers.
Two sessions were held 1n the parochial schoul-huuse here, and the
whole question was discussed from every possible standpownt, It
transpired that legal opintons had been obtamned from Mr. Mc-

- Carthy, Q. C, and Mr. S. H. Blake, Q. C.. the upshot of which was

to settle that some 32 townships of Musk ka and Parry Sound, not
connected with Simcoe for municipal purpuses, would have to be
taken in for the Scott Act vote. * Shall we go un, or shall we hesi-
tatc ?” was the way the chairman put the gucstion, and he added
that he wanted both sides of the matter fully coyuired into.  The
objections included the pussibility that in-the unorganiced town-
ships any number of bogus vutes could be puiled, and that it would

“be difficult for prumoters of the Act to effect anything ke satisfac-

tory urganization in such wide and sparsely pupulated scetions,
These objections,were met by the statement that there could be a
check on unlawful voting and punistiment incted vut to offenders.
It was a moot question whether Indians could vote, Mr Drury,
M.P.P., giving it as his opinwa that the recent cection law  amend-
ment likely prevented them, Another delegate remathed that as
to manufacturing votes in Mushoka and Tatry Suund, the fear to
be really entertained was the use of unlawful mcans to influence
votes. Then came a consideration - of the lueal influcnces fur and
against the Act in that district. Another view of the matter was
the influence a surrender of the fiddd would cacrt in othicr countics
where the passage of the Act was abuut to be woayed. It was
puinted out that the anti-prohibitionists would make much capital
out of it, and would take no pains tu present the seal facts to the
public. Said une eathusiastic delegate, " Peuple ate wann now |
both sides are fairly at work ; let us go on. We have the better
causg anyway, and we ought to win.” Tut to a wvute, cvery hand
went up in the affi mative, and the result of the mecting was that
the Scott Act campaign in the county of Simcoe will not be drupped.
The total vote that can be polled is 17,500. The reports brought
in from every quarter of the county (municipal) are highly favor-

able, and indicate that a largze majority can be rolled up in favor of
the Act, one calculating speaker having figured it as high as 3,000.
Even the towns in the country arc not decmed unlikely sources of a
majority, Barrie excepted. Financial returns were handed in, show-
ing that far morc than the amount assesscd on the scveral divisions
It was decided, amoung other things, to
vigorously prosecute the work of pamphlet distribution, and to en-
decavor to supply speakers for opposition mectings. Mr. W, H,
Howland, of Toronto, was one whase name was suggested in this
connection. The utmost enthusiasm prevailed throughout the pro-
ceedings, which terminated with votes of thanks to the Ladies'
TenperancelAid Association of Barric for having entertamed the
delegates during their visit here.

BRANT AND BRANTI URD.—-The agitation for the adoption of
the Scott Act in Brantford and Brant County is assuming large
proportions. A mecting of county delegates in comnection with
the cause was convened in the Young Men’s Christian Association
Hall, Brantford, on the 16th inst., when it was decided to appoint a




