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have found & place 1n our acliborntions ; that we should have been nssembled with
the view of defining the hmits of theological truth, but it has been deemed far
hotter, on the first oceasion of our weeting in such form, rather to do too little
thayn attempt too much, aud instead of dealing with propositions which can lead to
no officient result, to confine ourselves to mattors admitting of & practienl and
heneficial solution.

The unexpected position in which our Colonial Churches have recently found
themselves placed has naturally created a great feeling of uneasiness in the minds
of many. Tam fully persuaded that the idea of any essential separatiou from the
mothor Church is universally repudiated by them : they all cling to her with the
strongest filinl affection, while they are bound to her «inctrinos and form of wos
ship by cogent motives of interest. At the same time, [ have good reason to he-
liove that theve are various shades of opinion as to the best mode in which the
connection hetween the daughter Churches and their common mother can best be
maintained ; and I trust that the interchange of thonght between those who nre
chiefly interested in those important queations wiil leadd to some profitable conclu-
sions. I may also state my belief that lezislation on the subject of the Colonial
Churches hag heen postponed until the view taken by this Conference shall have
been declared.  These matters have been regarded under various aspects in the
voluminous correspondence which I have had withmany of my colonial brethren ;
they will all, no doubt, be fully devoloped in the course of our discussion by those
who represent these several opinions. T trust that under a deep sense of the
solemnity of tho oceasion on which we are assembled, our discussions will be
characterised by mutual forbearance, if sentiments at variance with onr own shall
be advanced, so that by the comparison, rather than the contliet of opinions we
may be drawn nearer to each other in brotherly harmony and concord.  With the
arrangement that certain subjects shall, after o brief consideration, be referred to
commttees, I believe that the various topics for consideration may he profitably
discussed.

Doubtless, there is much in these latter dnys, even as we have all been taught
to expect, which is dark and dispiriting {0 the mind that has not been exercised
to discern the nreaning of such signs.” The enemy is on every side ?lying his
insidions arts, to sap the foundation of belief, to hinder the cause of God’s Church,
and prevent the Word of God from doing its work in the conversion of the soul of
sinful man. No cffort is spared to disparage the authority <t those who witness
for the truth and uphold thedogmatic teaching for which the apostolic writings
are at once the model and the warrant.  Though it be not our purpose to enter
upon theological discussion, yet our very presence here is a witness to our resolu-
tion to maintain the faith, w{:ich we hold in common as our priceless heritage, set
forth in our Liturgy and other formularies ; and this our united celebration of
offices common to our respective Churches in each quarter of the gzlobe is a claim,
in the foce of the world, for the independence of separate Churches, as well asa
protest against the assumption by any Bishop of the Church Catholic of dominion
over his fellows in the Episcopate.

Not one of us, I am persuaded, can fuil to respond to that earnest desire for
unity which is expressed in the introduction to our resolutions. It iz but the echo
of the petition which the Saviour of the world offered in behalt of his Churcl,
when he prayed the Father that those who should believe in him might all be one
in the Father and the Son.  And while we deplore the divided state of Christen-
dom, and mourn over the obstacles which at present exist to our alt bainyg jowsad
together in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, this very feeling
should he our most powerful motive to urge our petitions at the throne of giacy,
that it may please God, in his own good time, to remove such hindrances as st
present render that union impracticable.

And now may our Almighty Father shed abroad dpon us the spirit of wisdom,
peace, aud love, and inspire us withsuch counsels as may most tend to edification;
so that, being knit together more closely in the bonds of brotherly affection and



