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the serious consideration of the nedlical profession

of this Province, if not also of the whole )ominion.
Yours truly,

1). 1 .P
Brantford, Dec. 18, 1877.

* f Iect< d Šî'ldeÎ¢.

ARSENICAI, POlSONING TREATE) WITH
DIALYZ) IRON.

A case of arsenical poisoning occurred lately in
My private practice, wich seems to be valuable
enough for publication, both on account of the
completeness of the detvils and the intelligence
and diability of the patient, but especially as it is,
so far as I an aware, the first case where the new
remedy " dialyzed iron " has been put to the
test as an antidote.

As I was leaving my office one morning, a few
weeks ago, a young lady patient, Miss S., hastily
entered, with a face indicative of intense pain and
nervous disturbance, saying, " loctor, I arn poi-
soned." H-er story was as follows. While attend-
ing to the wants of a valuable servant who was
sick and confined to lier bed, Miss S. fotnd hid-
den away in the servant's trunk a paper of arseni-
aus acid, which had been procured by Mrs. S.
some weeks before, for use as a poison for rats. î
As this servant had been in ill health for some
.,e, and iorbid and inelancholy, Miss S. at once
very naturally, and no doubt very rightly, sujpcsed
tht -he had secreted the poison for the purpose
of taking lier own life. Quietly placing the packet
of arsenic (vlich was open) in her pocket, she
continued Lr duties, intending at the earliest 1110- 1
ment to put it in a safe place. Days elapsed, the
arsenic was forgotten, stored away in the pocket
ofher wrapper. tuntil this unlucky niorning, when,
putting a couple of handfuls of gun-drops and
bon.boas into lier arsenic pocket, she sat down to
her sewing-mnacliine and lier confectionerv. She
iloticed from lime to time, as she sewed, more
powder upon the drops than seemed usual, but she
Continued quietly to dust theni off as she ate, and
went on withi her work. Can any/thing be nore

a absurdly tragic than this unconsciaus suicide, deliber-
akly eatin gum-drops powdered wilh arsenic î
Probably an hour and a half passed in this innocent
anuseient, hen suddenly, " becoming deathly
sick, instantly followed by intense pain," as if, as

n she quaintly expressed it, "she had had a pure
.1ustard-plaster on the inside of her stomach," she
eas roused to the consciousness that some strange

sllichief was at work. Terrified on remenibering
the arsenic, she attemîpted, unsuccessfully, to re-

S eve hler stomaci with warm water ; then, anwil-
ing to alarmher mother, who vas also an invalid,

se hastily thrcv on lier dress and hat and hurried
to My olilce, about two blocks away. Fortunately
for both of us, I lad on muy table a saiple bottle
of dialyzed iron (John Wyeth & Bro.), and as soon
as she told me she iad taken arsenic, and before
she began her story, I a<ininistered a half-table-
spoonful of the iron well diluted in a tumbler of
water. This gave hcr aliost instant relief. I re-
peated the dose in ten minutes, and then gave her
a bottle of the iron, directing her to take a simnilar
dose every half-hour, and, later, e-'ery hour during
the day. I saw her at ber home in a fev hours
after, but she had had no return of ber pain, ex-
cept sonie slight cramp in the lower bowel and
linibs ; and a dose of magnesia at night, with
mucilaginous drinks, soft food, with occasional
doses of the iron well diluted, kept up for a few
days, conipletcd her cure. At my request, the day
after her attack, Miss S. put into my hanis the
pocket cut from the wrapper, which she could not
be persuaded to touch after her poisoning. This
I transferred to a reliable analytical chemist, from
whose report of his examination, nov in my pos-
session, I condense the following " In the pocket
of a chintz dress I found a small packet labelled
Arseic,-Poison.-and in this packet a second
envelope, open on its long and upper side, con-
taining a white powder. Both outer and inner-
envelopes were worn as letters carried in pockets
are. Between the outer and inner envelopet was
a white powder, and in the pocket itself, mixed
with Jie powder, I found two (2) sugar-crystallized,
soft gum-drops, and one (i) sugar-coated bon.bon,
all three (3) richly covered with the powder. The
powder, which with a brush I took away froi the
gum-drops, and the dragée, veighed 3ý grains,
and the remaining powder, after separating the
gum and sugar, weigbed 2 1 Ig grains. In the pocket
1 found also 6t grains of the white powder. The
po der obtained froni the gum-drops and dragée
gave all the tests arsenious acid gives."

What arnount of arsenious acid my patient swal-
lowed, n is, of course, impossible to say. It is
certain that from this open package of arsenic a
considerable quantity escaped into the pocket, and
the gum-drops were mixed with it, as she states
" that she had to dust the powder off upon her
work as she ate," and the three renaining after,
show 2-tia grains of arsenious acid upon theni on
examination by the chemist. I have perhaps been
unnecessarily full in the details of this case, but
I think they have established several facts. ist,
that my patient did swallow, in the space of
an hour or more, numerous poisonous doses of
arsenious acid in powder ; 2nd, that I found lier
with marked symptoms of arsenical poisoning ;
and, 3 rd, that by the administration of moderate
doses of dialyzed iron, well diluted, I was enabled
to give ber immediate and certain relief, and ulti-
mate and entire restoration to health. I do not
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