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It was with sone hesitaner that I accepted the invitation
to give the graduating address this evening. I felt yo w'ere
entitled to b-etter treatment at the bands of vour hospital staff,
and while I question the wvisdom of their choice, I feel aud
appreciate the honor of this occasion. As a physician I take
pleasure in congratulating the members of the graduating
class of the Womîen's and Cliildren's Hospital on the comple-
tion of their course of trraining.

Medicine and nursing have and always will be, closely
allied. In the parable of the Good Samaritan vou recall how
the Levne or iawvyer aind the priest studiously avoided the sick,
wouided mian, whiile the Good Saiaritan. w-ho w-as then, as
now, a physician, boulnd up bis wounds, took him to an Inn--
it nay have been a hospital-and provided a nurse.

The .Jewish race had a wonderful insight into the value of
sanitation and preventive medicine. The laws ascribed to
Moses are not excelled bv the nost sanit iry code of to-day.
Jewish societies w-ere founded with the sole purpose of visiting
and caring for the siek long before the advent of Christ. In
the early Christian Clurch some of the women workers were
especially concerned with visiting and iursing the sick. St.
Paul speaks of the deacoiesses whose chieft duties were the
care of the poor and the sick. They ranked with the clergy
and were ordained by the bisiop. Phoebe was perhaps the
first deaconess, aud vas a friend of Paul. He testifies to lier
ability as a nurse in that " She ath been a succourer of iany
and of myself also." She is credited vith having started the
work of the deaconesses in Rome when she made lier visit
there, taking with lier the letter froi Paul to his friends.

Until recently most of the women, who devoted their lives to
tiis work toek upon themselves. solemn religions vows and be-
longed to certain orders. The daily self-sacrifice of these
woncn, the extent of wlich will never be knewn, constitutes a
bright spot in the dark ignorance and superstition of niedie.val
muedicine.

Systeniatie nursing, outside cf distinctively rc1igious nurs-


