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Lrecrens IT.
Gentlemen :

If we glance at the vact number of compotnds which the element carben
forms with hydrogen or with hydrogen and oxygen, or with the latter two
clements and nitrogen—a pumber which ha- been rapidly multiplied during
the last twenty years by the united effort= of <o many eultivators of tha
branch of science—if we consider, moreover, that, o far as we can foresee.
this number is capable of being increased—I might alinust say ed mfimtum
—the mind secks anxiously for some thread which may serve as a guide
through the intricacies of this labyimth.  The first thing that strikes us is
the necessity of a simple classifieution of these nunerous compounds

When we treat of inorganic chemirry, divisiens and subdivision- of the
subject present themselves very naturslly in the diversity of the components
of the ordinary mineral compounds.  This mode of clasification is. however,
mayplicable in organic chemistry, {1 may henceforth be alowed to use the
term *‘organic” for representing that class of compounds which I have
cndeavoured to delineate 1 my last eeture.) inasmuch as in the composition
+f organic substances but 2 very Iumted mumber of elements (¢ involved.
Several attempts have been made to classify organie substanees acenpding to
cther principles, varying with the position of this scicuce at different pereds
At ane time chemists were satisfied {u groap the sulstances aceording to
iy origin, and henee the ~ubdivision, very freguently adapted even ai
present of organic chemistry into vegetable and ammal chemistry. You
vbeerve that this classifieatien: rest~ upun the arrangement of natural history
The compounds derived from the vegetable or animal Kingdom were again
voughly greuped accerding to their most salient chienucal characiers: for
cxample, us neids, bases, and indifferent subetances.  This mde of Jdassafi-
eation pussessed undoubted advantagesat the time it was preposed : it formed
3 pecessary step in the upwand progres: of chemucal suicnce; bat it be-
«me more and mere inadmissible in propurtion to the increase of the sources
«f organic compounds and to the number of substances derivable alike from
thoanimal and vegetable Xingdoms, Morcover, in the sanre measure av
erganic cormpounds increased, acids, jndifferent substances, and bases began
v graduate ro impereeptibly into cach other, that in a great many cases it
became doubtful under which of these three leads a given copound oughs
o be placed.

Al atterpts at classification which are at present helng mude (I say
wtempts, Lecause the time for a definite and lasting system hes scarcely
tune) are based upon snother principle, which again serves to contradistin.
guish organic from inorganic compeunds. While in inerganic chenistry it
is, s was stated, the quality of the clements which asaists us in synoptically
uranging the mineral substances belonging to thisdepartment of thescience,
s in erganic chemistry the grantity of the few clements preducing so vast
3number of compounds which forms the basis of classification. It is notmy
ftention to enter more fully into the subject of classification at present; in
tlee to do this successfully, it is necessary that a certain amount of mates
fial should be at our disposal, that we should be already acquainted with =
tertain munber of urganic compounds.  The object of these brief remurks is
bdirect your attention, even at this carly period, to the interest helonging
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