
ON TRE AMOY COLLOQUIAL DJALECT.

these two modulations*-. = - Iii the former case it is

Go. o
an order, in the latter a question. Iu the Amoy dialeet the monosyl-
lable IIgo" 'with the former toue means IIto starve," with the latter
modulation it ineans Ccgoose." The former represents the sevcnth
.Amoy toue; the latter, the fifthi. Take the monosyllable "lKau"
(pronounced like our English word IlCow ") ; wîth the seventhi tone,
it means, Iltlîick ;" with the fifth toue, Ilmonkcy." But these are net
ail the tones and modulations that are used. The word «"Kau"' may

be uttered in a higli monotone, thus --- ;this meaus "«a ditch."

Kau.

It may have the following mnoduation-IE~ it then means "a dog."?

It may be thus modulated and then it means "lenougb."

If uttered with tlie saine modulation, but in a quiek, abrupt manner

~zit nieams ",1te decompose." Thiese are severally styled the

first, second, third, aud fourth tones ; they are aiso called upper toues.
The fifth and seventh toues have been already described. In the
Amoy dialeet the sixthi toue is the saine as the second. The eighth
toue is a higli monotone, very qnickly and abruptly pronounced, thus

tJ-
The fourth aud eiglith tones are caiied by the Cliinese, the

upper and Iower Ilentering"! toues, Where the words end in 111m,"
the «Ientering " toues have the Ilrm" changed into "lp ;" thus Illam"l
becomes iap." If the word end in "In," the '<eutering" toue changes
"n" to "t;" thus "Ian" becomes "lat." If the word ends in "Ing,',
the "Ientering" tone*changes 'ing" into"Ik;" thus "Ilang" becomes
iclals "9.leng" becomes "lek," 9«.lông" becomes 4115,l"iông"
becomes Il ik."

Let us now examine these several modulations in their relations te,
each other. We talce the word ",,Ban."


