THE ORANGE LILY.
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80, I-sunply and plamly said, <1'won’t go,
this way. uor have anythiig to do whh the job at al1,?

Well—out we came shortly, for it an’t]. Then he begged aud pryed, and nnplor-
gootl 1o stay long in the water in these parts, |ed me to go with Inm, and promised mo
und just as wo werg shoving on our clothes | immense riches ; but stul 1 would notagren,
[ noticed this follow slruck all of & heap, [and tume, whiel he gawd.swas of the greatest
ltke a-man that comes suddenly.on a veno- | value, was mnning past, At last he began

magde their nesd ont of what is called the
slorious cotlainty,

There neyves was an hour that wo had th
oursplves, but i place of drnnking and
stgking away the tune, he would go wan-
denipg by day or meght unong the rnns,

poking about among tho long-gared stone
pods, ‘and shovigg his fingers into tho
seratehes and lines on the blocks to clear
out moss, aud sometimes he would get
ite nervous and slmkf, hkea man in a
passion,—quite elevated,—as he went ubont
among the-geciet mseriptions,  Nay, when
1 somefimes would for banter’s sake say I
¢hd not believe o word of all his yarnsabout
the qld gods, he woulit come ot with a
ord or sentence in some strange zibberish
10 o of the Gentoo priests as they passed,
shat would make him start and stato as il
10 saw a ghost ; while Figinel would go
cering and scoffing, swearing he had pro-
nouneed words which were only kitown to
frahmms ofthe highest onder, and h:id been
kept secret by the dreadfullest penalties for
thousands ot veats,

Well,—once wherj wo werg lying at Be-
nares, a place as full of old monnments as
¢ny churchyard, three or four companies of
118 were marched to a village about fifteen
tniles distant, where the ryots,—that’s the
small farmers like, though why they ealled
thiem by that name T conld nevar think for
2 more peaceable st of folks an® nowhete
—wall, these ryols were grambling at a
tas-gatherer that had been put oxer them,
aund it was thouaht that a sight of our red-
co2ts would make them come down with
ther sicen fupees a litte quicker. .

We becan our march on the morting
early, and haited to pass the nooat a small
collection of bamby hoees, abont half-way
‘There was g little creek of 2 river ran thro’
1108 place inding its way 1o the Ganges;
not 2 muddy sort of thing, tmt qnite clear,
and fordable any where, though it was grogg-
g by a wopden bridge built by the Compa-
uy-  Well, as doon ag-we had pitell’ arms
and dismussed {of a time, this shme ¢orpor-
al.and’T ghted our <baceies,> and away
we rambled up the banks of the creek.

When we had grne ahount 2 quérter of a
mule from the road, we came to & low place,
whete there was a | tile hollow €airy * by
the stream, govered with Jong griss, and
backed by a high precipice. Here we
found a number of old stones lying about,
azome of then damm‘ing up the waler, soas
15 prodace a beautil clear lutle bacin 10
bathe m.  They were very ancient, sank
mto the around, and overgrown with muss
and brushwoed.

‘The water, | have said, was very clear,
gud there was po mud or weeds about the
hauks, fiothing but white sand and pebl.les,
nor was there any feay of watgr snakes, or
anytiing of that soi, for we could see the
boitomn all abeut. ‘the.day wasbroiling hot,
and the water looked <o fresh and cuhﬁ and
so papid joafs flow, besides the shadow of
the treps was so ¢ool, and the grasssolong,

amp and green, that we both resolved upou
a bath. OIF went our regimentals, and into
the slream e plangeq : and I'll declare to
vou that the whole skin of thit same Nick

lunne! was covered with the strangest
figures and letters and pictuyes of ereatures
doge in tattooing—there were squares and
rings and triangles, and figures like the
btoad arrow, and pictures pr all sartsof ant-
ninls, dragons and flying sarpants, amd
sphintes jud Hindoo ‘gods, the same as
were figured on old monuments, and suns,
moons. and stats, and globes, coverad with
lines like, and snakes with therr tails un
their mouths, and birds, and oh, every kind

pf gl object.  Pll'be gweru he had ot a

mous sarpent. ‘There ho was quite yellow
n the fave, for these dark people ton's. be-
come pale, like a Christian, but quite yel-
low and tawny—a sort of canury colour—
thare hie was frembling, and his sharp black
eyes glmeing like the red ead of a-sheroot
in a dark night; and he looked lere and
there amony the blecks of staie, and pulled
away tho grass {oypn about them, am_r‘ then
looked pi the bare faco of the rock Lehind,
and then at the bleeks i the sireain, angd
then again at these among the grass. I was
wondering what was in the wind, when he
Jumps awgy, anl looks yp the water, and
down past the rock, and {heyy mouuts on the
top and looks abont, but thero wasn't a suul
to be seew. Presontly down he comes to
me, all in a hixteric way, aud he says,

¢Jim,? says hey ¢ did you ever hear of the
Pitt diamonil 2

¢Why,? says< I, ¢I believe diamgnds are
all dug out ot pits.?

¢Pshaw,’ says he, ¢it was a stone that
was sold by -one Pitt tothe Empress ot Rus-
sia for bl milljay of muney ; aush ts warth
double that any day.  If was tound, no oite
can tell how—(but I cany—in these parts
by a common-soldier—one like you and L
Now hearken 1o me ;—thicre is withua thus
liftle holloiv what.would make both of us
ricber thau et a king in chpstendum,
we copld manage o Ja iperglaw it without
i’s bejng knowa we dul 1.2

: ‘ 1152“‘ help me, Nick, yua don’t mean
tha

¢ Yes, but I do, though—it wauld take us
beth 10 come at it—one-cauld not.do it, for|
the difficulty is tog much fur the styength ot
one; bcs;_dﬁ, the dangor is (Lvadful—you
can’t form Yo notion. - If 1t were .found “out
¥ did'it, I would not be sufe from leath, and
that 2 most horrible one, though I lud ny-
gelf among thé ice at the Nortlt Pole.”

“Bless my hean?” sid 1, and I began to
gel exciled myseli; ¢ what'ts it—how much
—is-it all faur pod yboye board—I mean, 13
it all hanes{ plunder?’

¢Fean’t teft yan; let us begane from lhi#
plitce for the present, for. every moment in-
creases the ditficuity and dangzer.?

Anlaway we paddled down the bank to
the bridue, and to the hitle village where
vur comrades were lymg m the shade,
smoking and slecping.

Well, tll yve got the wand to fall in and

margh, ke never ceased talking, teiling me
of the mighty treasure that was to be had
where we bl been, and of the sceret marks
on the rock and. stones, anyt of the mortal
danger that hung over those that éven
thought uf mahing away with such things,
and about secret spgietips, and Brahmins
and gypsies, aw] masuury and easbmensm,
aud detil huows what, tll at fast | got furly
tunked, and made a resoluton 10 have noth-
ing to do with i1,
I¥hat was the use of riches jo me, if 1
could not use it without the danger qf wak-
g with a kmfe between my.nbs, or find-
ing poison shippig down my gizzard. Be-
suTes, it mught be all very fine for 2 fellow
that knew everything, and something more,
like Nick Flanuel, but tor a plan man like
me, contented with my station, and comfort-
able, why the astvantage to be gamed was
not g(}u:}l tu the nisk; besiudes, wasat not al)
very likely’to be_nothing but bosh.

So when, shortly after mightfall, Flannel
comes 1o me and asks me of I’'m ready to

13

said he, ¢ an
!li;hl, you may report me to the serjeant
it's yust posstble nt may o' mo soine good
m caso

1 a butchey’s stall—and
nzht m the midst of them was a human
skail, with the eyes and afl the flesh pared
clean away.

to call me coward and jool, so up I 2ot and
pitched intp hum, when he soon cxied for
quarter ; anil then shakmg.me by the hand,
he bade me farewell,

¢I’m going to meke the antempt myself,?
{d4f I'm not back betoro day-

should be natled.”
So off he set out to the darkncss, and' [

never.saw him in fife agam.

Well, nest.day when thero was no sians

of hita roturnuyge, I went and wade my re-
parte and_yau eould nat imagane the surpxise
of the officers when §told the story.  Some
would not believe i, othigrs thonoht it o
scheme to desert 5 but the major ondered ma
to take g corporal and hus guard with me,
and. go look for him abouut -the bambea
houses and thereaway.

No soontor zaid than done.  Away we

morched 1n searoh of hnm ;-anad L ean assure
you I felt very queer; for poor Nick, with
all lus ways of jeenng and poking fun at o
bady,-was it tiptop gowd felow, and I had a
very strong friendship for him ; besides he
was a step above mo, and above moat folka
I have ever seen, 1 the way of-brains and
learning, so that I was a hittle prond I had
been sgmauneh i his confidence. *

We cearched all over the bamboo houses

and oven the fields, but withput sucgess:
we asked the people about if they had seen
him, but not one of them had.
the way, urged by a strange -curiosity, and
a kind of hope, that was not hapo either, up
the banks of the smatt stream,Yo the fint
mysterious hoilow. As we-towided the end
g the rock that shut it inymy. ayes Jurhted
upon a heap of ¢lothes in one. part of the
place, ameng which lus red jacket was
plain, and over it-his belt and biyonet, la}
along with lus eap and watch,

Atlast1led

¢I’m blessed if he has not gone in tq

bathe and been drewnded,” eried one of us,
by name Joe Morgan, o Welghman.

1 thought somyself for 4 moment gr two,

and was goingup fo the olothes, when I
observed, about a conple ef yards distant

of bones, quite fre<h-
ed, kg bones lawd aside

trom them, a hcar
T
ord be with us?

Jookmg, white and

I cauld now wetll conceive it was all yp
with poor Nick—but what next? About
two yards from the Lones was a thinl heap

af buts of flesh, chopprd neatly as smiall a«

mincéd-meat.  Two eyes and ears were
laud on top of the heap, and on the pieces
of skmn I could see the tatooefl triangles and
sarpents, apd suns and-moons,” and’ other
fizures which I had remarked. when- my
poor comrade and I bathed the day before.
Oh, 1t was dreadful! U{onmy outli T foh
n a mortal funk as I looked ppon the re-
mains of the pgar fellow, and sa did we all,
thoush 1t was broad day-light and we hod
our arms.

There was an unhallawed neatnesg abont
the whole amangemenf, that- showed a
strange coolness and dehiberation in‘the per-
petration of thedeed ; nothing was s'calterej
about, but all the remains were packe
careinlly i one or other of thé three heaps.
The grass was not tredden down mdre than
we nad done with ggr own feet, orheand I
on the day before “Syhen bathing, “Thera
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