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thing ta fin6 intcrosting and oxeitirig p)nssages4froiii tho usost
idiomatio Esglish writcrs, suclu as Deloe, flunyns, Sit, Steole,
Goldsmithî, Thnckeray, Sir Walter Seatt, and Macaulay, that
tho pupil niay Ilgat up," and thon write froui'recolleotion. At
first tho pîcasatst and înast intcrcsting narrative parts of lus
rending-books will do penfeeîly Weil. Tuac chiai' thing te avaid
is a Ilfine" or bookishi stylo;' the goal te aini nt is tho acquisi-
tion ai' an idiosuatia and transparent Englisli stylý-tliat is, a
stylo whîoli enlia no attention ta itsehi', but alloirs erythisg it
prcsasts ta bo scen in tho distinctoat mannser-whiclh is, in a
Word, xneroly thc bearer ai' tlo iMeas, and not a corapatitor with
idaas for attention and rcinark. This stylo is ofeourse the inost
dimfcult ta Icarn, and roquiros long practica and uuany ycars. A
vary markad stylo-n highly Latin ised or abstract styla-is vcry
easy ta lears. 1 think a claver boy ai' fiftcn coula bcars ta
write Carlyleso in a wcek, and Johnsonian in about a fortniglit
But good natural easy Englisli, like Goldsmitit's or Stelo's or
Thackaray's requires inudli rondîng and long saturation in the
styla ai' the bcst bo_.s, as well as tha 3pportunity ai' always
hearing good simple Englîsh spokan. And thora is the 1ass
motiva for aequiring this styla, that, whos it ia aequirod, it is
saticad hy hardl 'y auy ane; and tha labour ai' yeurs is sunk as
it wcro underground. But tlic vicious und vorbose styles look
lika strikisg in unments ai' liard labour in tho field ai' litcratura,
andi arc as tenipting as they are easy te acquiro. The great
mile in Campesitian fa, IlIf Yeu have nothing te say, say it ; if
yen hava somcthing ta say, sny it." And tha practical corollary
froi this is, that a boy, sitting dawn te irrite asything, should
have his bond full oi' fuets or idcas-should be intcrestod in
tham-sbaould bie ta soma extont oxcited liy theni, and should be
thinking about those facts and ideas, and sot about tha mauiner
ai' stating thera. After lie lias irritten ail lie cas, lie is thon at
liberty, ta correct> te alter, and ta prune. To ask hini ta pro-
duce the maximum ai' verbosity with the minimum ai' idoas-to
hunt for irorda and phrases wliea ho should bc thinking ai' the
connexion ai' his facts or arguments, whes lie sliould sîmply be
thinking what te say flext, is a distortcd application ai' the
art. The study ai' synonymes is vory usoful; but is sot use-

~--fui, it is cncuniboring, until thc pupil bas ncquîrcd a certain
degrea ai' vigOur and freodoni in the construction ai' his sen-
tences. fou don't irant ta guida until Yeu have your vcalida
in motion; and sailors will tell Yeu that yau cant stear a slip
until she has got some iray on. One aiai' f. liberal education
la ta giva the soholar an extrema respect for irords-to teacli
bim, that tboy ara not morely cous tors, but poirars; and one re-
suit of this respect for irords is strict ccononiy in the use ai' thani,
ana the utmost cure ta eseheir the vice ai' wordinss.

Loet tendhers pursue tîxis mthod-the unctbod ai' satura; and'
they 'wiUl ho astonished by the resuits. The aid rystoms had
every powear ai' sature against thein; tlieir mous s irr tartur-
ing and absurd, and their esd iras usaless. Instead oi' the pupil
having to go round and round in a hideous xnull-xvalk ai' artiflii
practice, and find poerty ai' tbought and barrensz ai' feeling
as the resuît, ba will gradually gain sot meraly thc power ai'
vigorous and elear oxprcssiin, but iritir it an unconsciaus training
in the highost ai' ail arts-tIc art ai' thinking. For the art ai'
xnarshalling pliraes! nnd clauses and '- 'bordinate sentences-sa
as ta produc a clear totality ai' imprv Bien on the mnd ai' thc
beurer, or monder, is net onl. a ne ai' tIc hast propnidaticis te tIe
art of thisking-to 1og-ic, bu.' is itsohi' a vory large part ai' tlie
artý At any rate, p tricct iimpidity ai' style is ona of thre noces-
sary proconditions o' absence ai' falcy, Froni this point ai'
viaw, it is plais that inuit is eallcd tIe Analyiofetncs
which bas becs set forth with se mueir clearness and abiiity by
Dr. Moreil, iu tho hest introduotion te thc grammar of thougt-
that is, ta Logic. In fact, iL is almost theouely teelinical train-
ing in thmnking that the vast mass ai' young people is ever likely
te get at ai.~ e May fairly apply ta the two methods tI.
wards ai' Gothe :

IlIcli Gzg'es dir; Hlin Ner], der componiri
Jst wic ecm Thiicr auf dürrcr llde
Von cinciui bosen G ist Uin KreiB herun gc-fittrt,
Und riteg8 iiehr lIegt schlie grune Weide.1"

Don't î.kyour pupils to write thecines or ossa s> fur the suficient
rcason that they cau't. Few grown.iup peoplao eau write au os-
say thant is Wvorth roading; und cartainly no boy can. Bis
idcas on Solitude: Benecvolcitce,.elnger, Taste, larental affcin
and a host of other virtues and vices, arc îvorth tho paper tlioy
arc svritton an, and no mnore. Tho 2herne-naxnao and thing-
ouglit to be basislicd froin avery good sehool, and with it ail the
ivratclicd Englishi and poverty-strickcn pretcnsion it inoluded
and I;yuibolized.

Ili. In the next place, it is riglit ta toacli and to leariu the
litcrature of our native tonguo. But liera opc1î tu us a vast
îulîd apparcntly illiniitable ficid-which it would requr a long
lîf'a-tinia to settia in and ta take possession of. 3ut ivo onsot
do tlîis. Whnt corner of the field, thon, s:lnll 'we oecupy ? And
v<hy oua corner more than anothor ? 1 do nlot think thie answer
is fuir to scck. Itis witlî litarature as with art; ive should re-
fuse to occupy a mnoinent's tiîno Nith anything but the best. And
the naines wve should t'nink it riglit ta euhl theè beat sanies, stana
out with suficient promincuce ta onable us with tolerable cor-
t4îinty ta deaide wvhich aof thajir works ira ouglit ta study. Whou
the pupil lias given a fair amount aof tirue ard attention ta sonia
parts af thoir ivorks, his taste ivill bo sufficicntly formed te
enable hini t go on without hesitation in the ahoice for bumsc)'
aof new pathe and noir studics.

Thora lias, up ta tha prascat tinie, not becs tauglit much of'
English Literature in sehools. .And the seLoolmnaster is not ta
blame for this. It 'would ba unreasanabla ta asic hini ta tecch
lis pupils and te write books for thamni t t1he saine time; just
as it would ba unroasonabla ta axpect a groat nsician to ba able
te niaka violins as Wveil as tu play upon thein. But the 'want of'
the right books bab been rit length supplied, and in the most
admirable and adoquate masser. Tha school editions of tha
Englislî Classie~W'hielî arc now eoming out froin thea Clarendoni
Press ara capital bpcnlens ai' what should be donc ta introduca
Young people te a thoraugli ksowlcdge of the best litcratura. If
a boy (or n girl), bofore loaving r.ohoal, has rend, iu the last tivo
years aof lus stay thora, saina of Chaucer, a book of Spenser,
saine of Bacon's Essays, tha carliar poins of Milton, and the
bost parts ai' Dryden, Pope, Cowper, Wordsworth, and Tonny-
son,-and ail this may ireil lia dosa in twa year, irithout inter-
ferisg with more difficuit and perliaps more pressing studies,-
ha irill have gained a good foundatiou for soxaething lice a
liberal aducation. And, knowing whlat I know ai' girls' saboals,
I believe that, in sisety-sina casas out ai' a hundrcd, it is a girl's
anly chance ai' anything like a liberal edueation te ho catefully
taught in snob subjeots and in snob books as those. Scîdora or
nover doas the average girl rist ta an approciation ai' tho mental
powrer or the style in a French or German book ; and. the chn-
ces in ber faveur ara amazingly incrensed in the casa ai' au Es-
glish writcr. There is not, parbaps, aven ia the writisgs of
Chaucer-nay, aven in the writisgs ai' a Saxon author, sucb es
(Jaedmon or Alfrad-sufficiest resi.stance tu croate mental power
in the student ai' thair works; but thora is sufficient beauty in
the writings ai' any ai' the groat English poots ta croke thre pow-
er ai' appi-ceiation,-that is, ta oducata taste. In the casa ai'
Chaucer, and still mare se in the casa ai' tha Saxon ivriters, the
teacher may asic almost as niany questions on verbal points, on
pbirascology, on usage, and on pliflology, as he wauld do if h2
wcre teaching Virgil; and, as the language is to a large extent
alrcady known, the labour oi' the learner is considerably less, alla
bis plcasure perbaps quita as grat, in raading Chaucer as in
rading Virei. And the tenaher in trsinisg his pupils te au
appreciation ai' the best, need not degrade huiseli'te the position

0Chau cer: Tho Prologue, ke., editcd by R. Morris. Spenser: Book
I. of the Faery Queene, oditcd by G. W. Kitchin, M.A. (Macmilan &
Ca.) Bacon is ia the Press.


