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THE YEAR IN JAPAN.
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For the year past Japan bas been at pcacc-nature, society, missions
nnisturbed by calamitios and uncxcitcd by great events. 'Without severe

Cehquakes, convulsions, or struggles, the quiet routine of common life, in '

contrast to other years, offers littie niaterial for reports. A few weeks
&go, however, two, dormant volcanoes exploded, giving evidence that, the

Seisnic forces are not yet extinct ; and there have not been, wanting indi-I
cation that forces which may convulse society are only quieseent.

politcs.-The long political strugggle grows confused and tedions. Ini

thie winter the strife between Diet and Governinent, the representatives of
the people ana the ruling oligarchy, reached an zieute stage. The end of

palamcntary government-such xneasure as we have-seemed at hand,

when thle Em'pcroir appeared, deu ex machina. 11e told the Government
to ena its ways, econoynize, and accept the reforms proposed by the Diet

The Diet he comniandcd to cease its encroschiments upon the imperial

prerogative and its unreasonable obstruction, and to adopt a policy of

peate ana «work. Governinent and Plot bowed their ac.knowled1gmenta,
amcptecd the decision, and worked for the ren3aining days of the session
in iarmony, none able to determine who was victor. Parliamentary gov-

Meret has made distinct savnce. The device vas worthy the veteran
sttesman, who planned it, and served bis turn, but it cannot bc repested.

The Emperor cannot enter often the domain of party polities, even as

Umpire.
d .Agriculture and Commerce.-Secd-time ana barvest have not faîled;

wfrti, air, and ses have brought f orth abundantly aftor their kinds. New
»nnufacturcs are introduced; railway and ship-building increase ; foreiga
commerce advances with lc-aps and bounds, ana nover before was Japan so

Prosperous. But 'with inecss of wealth coines inermeas of sorrow. The
cost of living constantly increases, luxuries become necessaries, the strug-
gle for existence grows foercer, and the old Japan, the lotus-eating Japan,
m aes awiav. \,Ve hear of " swcating, " of cruelly long bonis of 'work ana
crnelly stnil rates -of psy, of a growing discontent and of strikes. One
baf cornes to, believe that modemn civilization costs too rnuch, ana there is
a growing, oppressive sense of wcarinms, of the rnonotony of life as wc
e Japan strniggling with our sclfsame probleins and conditions.

Japcuwe and Forigners.-IJntiI Japan bas its way in treaty rovision
ffis heading must ho continued. And the trouble nowadays is that Japan
does mot know what. it wants. The politicisus cannot agrec as to the bar-
ptrublesorne drfive Asevry one knowshl fhraver te clryofined by teat
gatime oUld A drve ery asne knwbosh baviger the gloy fn sethn teis
Ioi a]imitedares around seven open ports, and even in the open ports can
lold ual estate ouly in smali dfistricts cald LS concessions." But years


