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ruary, 1853, 50 congregations, about forty pastors, and 5000 mcm-
bers.

The year 1854 ivas one of sadI visitations, of pestilence and famine,
three pastors, including the first two ordained-Myat Kyaui and Tway Po-
)aad fallen victims to choiera, and 1250 of the mnembers hadl died. About
forty had been cxcluded-nostly those wbo, in the stress of suffering and
starvation, had robbed or maltreated others-but, 519 had been baptized,
the greater part new couverts, and mny ]3nrmans bad been led by the
Christian lives and fortit1 xde of the Karens to become Cliristiaus. Mr.
Beecher bad entered upon tho Nvork the saiuted Abbott had laid down, but
his health failed from ov'erwork, his Nwife liad died on lier way te Amierica,
sa an unfortunate xisunderstandingr wîtli the Mîssionary Board, or rather
the deputation it biad sent out in 185:2-5.3, rendered it neeessary for him, te
return te, America in Fcbrtiary, 1855. le returned in 1857 with a second
wife, a noble aud excellent weîonan ; but lie came bàck as a miss-ieuary of
the Americari Baptist Free Mission Society, and not of the MLissionary
Union. Messrs. Van Meter (the rnissionary te the Pvos) and Douglas
(missionary to, the Burniaus of B3assein) lmmd given tlicir counsel and assist-
ance te, the native pasters during his absence, aud the missiop lIad not seri-
ously suffcred. The Missionary LUnion liad sent other inissionaries te take
Mr. Beeclier's place, l'ut the Karens wouid only have tlieir oldteacber, ana
from, Septembher, 1847î to 1]SOû,, lie dcvoted ail bis poivers to their service.
%Vhule rnaintaining discipline and corrccting errersand abuses whicli had
sprungy up iii bis absence, and endeavoring te premote a higlier spiritual
life, Mr. B3ecber rccognized as the great duty before Ilim the nieesity of
promotingr a Iiiglier education and a greater social and industrial progrea
than the Karens biad yet mnade. Thecy wcre now free froni the Burmnan
yok, udwienteivllges and churclics thecy sboiild lie first of 3il
Christiwils, lie ceenied it ueeessary thiat they should bc aise intelligent
Cliristians and shutuld make sucbi progre-s. in social life nad. industries that
tbecy miglt bce qualificd te liold their own ivith the B urrmans wlie had
Ibithierto allected to despise tni. M.ýr. and «Mrs. B3celier selecteaasite for
thecir uew mission comipound near the city aud overlooking it ; the ]British
commissioner grantcd thein tten acres, -,nd friends; sixteen mnore, and liere,
be--ides the necessary dwellings, Mfr. Beechier proceedcd to ereet the " Sgau
Karen Normal aud Industrial iintittute,"' in whicli tiiere sbould be a verusec-
ular high seboni, an adv-ancrd Engliýs cliol, in which native te-acher nad
assistants sbould lie edutcated3, and an industrial departinent, in whiichi the
pupils slxoia spend thrce -)r four linurs cacdi -zecular day in the practice of
some oif the monre useftil arts and trades. 1ke 'nad previousiy greatly en-
couraged and increased the atteudauce upon the ecîentary schools, wvbich
nnw nunibercd over eleven hundrcd scliolars, limd causcd the estalfislbment,
of four acadeinies, advaneed, or, as we sboultl -a, grinnar schiools, in
the vernacular tongue, aud these, as well as hie. Normal and Industrial In-
stitute, wec trectcd and supportcd by tuec Ktrens theinselves. The ceaI.


