
T14E "HADES" 0F H-OMER AND THE «1-ADES"
0F VIRGIL.

BY NEIL MACNISEI, B.D., LL.D., CORNWALt, ONTARIO.

(Riad bjoi the Canadian Lulitute, Dec. 15, 1877.>

In thne oloventh book of tho Odyssey thora is given a description
or the visit ivhich «Ulysses made to Rades. *Virgil devotes the sixth
book of the6 iEneid1 te the narration of tho descent of iEneas ta the
abodes of the dead. The abject of this paper is simply te examine
and compare the descriptions which Homer and Virgil -ive of Rades.
Even a casual examination of the account which the poots in ques-
tion respectively give of the peculiar experiences of the two renowned
heroes %vho visited the reaini of Pinte, will suffico, to convince any
eue that the ideas 9f Hemer regarding the dead are vague, indefiaite,
and to a large extent removedl froin what la material; wbile the
conceptions of Virgil indicate a very largea advancement, and are
characterlaed by a largo admixturo of what la niaterial, elaborate,
and well defined. The masy ages that intervened between the re-
spective poets afforded szope enougli for the development of minuter
details and more divorsified views regarding Rades, as well as for
enlarging and embellishing the mytholog(,ical beliefs of a primitive
age. It were xnerely te bo expected, therefore, that in Virgil's time
tho Greeks and ]Romans would beo iu possession of more reflned and
elaborato theories regarding, the dead, and Rades, tho ahode of the
dead.

The word Rades, or certain foris o? it, occurs very frequently in
the poemas of Homer. Thouglit is maintaincd that the termn Ilades is
employcd by Raomer te designate the god who rules over the infernal
regions, it is possible that a double signification oughit te bc ai iached te
the term. Whou we consider that such phrases as this are of trequent
occurrence, ?I4.A <3'Aï8ou8t xarii.087, we may suppose that Homer


