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‘THE PULPIT.
‘We beliovo it to bo s defect in the pulpit oratory
of the present day that it is too artistic. Our
prenchors labour after accuracy of stylo and perfect-
ness of composition, and what they gain in this way
in tho estimation of the few critical oars in their
congrogations, they lose in their fnfluenco upon the
moinds of the mass.  Preaching is in fact fast be-
coming a something to be judged of by well rounded
periods, and a soft insinuation of the precopts of
Christianity, rather thao by a forcible inculeation of
the rugged truths and requirements of the Gospel.
1t hue reversed the apostolic modo—and endeavors
to gave souls, not by its **foolishness”’ but by its
wisdom. We may be the more assured of this, if
we compare the wntten discourses of the fathers of
the Reformation, with the pulpit orations of our own
day. We shall find the former labouring to impress
the conscience, the latter to iw:press themaginution.
If aguin, wo exomine tho sermons of the wmen
who wmore recently bave sprung up to impress
the buman mind with a sense of 1eligion—1who bave
become leaders of religious twovements, founders of
sects, and counciators of rules of fuith—we shall
fad that they very rarely attain to a high standard
of eloguence or powerful reasoning.  The idess aro
not their own, they are seriptural rather than origin-
al, they cleave to their text, their Janguage is plain
and bohl, based upon a firm conzeption of trath,
and forcibie rather thon elogant or imaginative.
The impression they make seems to be the greater
the uearer their approach to a delineation of the
spirit of Christ in his own words—their preaching is
his doctrine or as taught by his apostles, not 0 am-
plified as to losc its strength, and just so much so, as
10 make it suitable to the capaeny, and awakening
to the consciences of their hearers, ns the rvvelation
of cternal truth, their guide through lifo, thar con-
sdfation in demth, and as they bave received it iun
this life, their cternal preat reward. Such men
have led and will Jead their fellows in preference to
those who explore the arcana of spiritualism to re
coneile them with the finite reason of their followers.
They take afirm grip of the Word, and in their
hands the Word is a two edged sword, smiting to
the dividirg asunder of the soul and spirit, the
juints and the marrew.  The student of their power
is often surprised that he must look in vamn to
themselves, for any traces of the extraordinary in-
influence which moved the hearts of the multitude.
"There is nothing that is very new to him in tiwr re.
petition of the gespel tidings, or the gospel threaten.
wps—and le would ofien yather tumn to the text,
and think upon it himself without ¢heir commentary.
The theologian would find much more intellectual
pleasure, much wmore to admire. perbaps, ia the
lsboured dizquisitions of the modern pulpit, pene-

trating the depths of scictee and 1he subtleties of |

legic 1o find aualogies with the spiritual instruction
which it is the intention thereby to impart.  There
may be a charm in this for his understanding which
the other did not possess, edreated as he hus been
tn its standard.  He finds no difbeulty in mastering
the depths of his author, and rises irpressed wiih
his Jearning and judgment and spiritual mindedness.
“I'bere is even a disposition to conteinn by cowmparison,
the plain and practical illustration, beyoud which
the minds of the mass cannot go, and which when it
issued from  the lipsof ono to whom God had given
Loldness of utterance, had such power.  But this
latier Xind of preaching is to the few and pot to the
many—and it is the inpression upon the Yuany that
makes the popularity of e minister, and so far ay
the sermon is concerned, the standard of his usefu).
ness. It is rather preaching out of the Gospel to
them, thao the Gospel. It is like dividing Scriptu.
ral truth with some other creature, agd the former
loses by the process half its power upon the mind
on which its simplicity alone can act, and Inlf of its
attractivencss also.

We have been led to the foreguing obserrations
awhich are not however of muchb importance, by two
iwoks that havo been plared in vur Lands during
the past weck—one entided * The Tafc and Minis-
try of the Revd. C. II. Spurpeon’—and the other
Sermons by the Revd. C. H. Spurgeon,” Mr.
Sporgeon is 2 young Boptist minisier. who has re-
cently created a wonderful sensation in Great Bri-
tain The former, o0 far a« we cap discover, presents
nothing that is remarkable, egeept a relation of the
exebtdg vopulatity of his ministry.  And in the
Iatter we can find othing that may be deemed to ba
of the highest order of eloquence. They are previse-
ly of that déscription which united wilh sincerity
aud-boldnors in thic orator, would gaio ir. the preach-
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ing what they loso in tho reading. Thoy have ovi
dently undergone n careful correction 3 but withal
thoy seldom reach to a very oxalted stylo of imagory.

Thero is nothing of tho rapt Esaiah conspicuous in

them, and vory littlo of pootic concoption. Thoy me-
nifest no very high powers of roasoning, hut the

Beriptural truths aro enforced with sufficient plain-

noss throughout, and often with homely illustration

and homely language. One of the strongest points is

the personal appeals to the sinner. Therais a bold.

ness and novolty about that which must mako itself
felt by thoso who wight Jong remain untouched by

tho stercotyped phraces of ordinary preachers.  Wo

may add. that throughout, a vauity is discernible,

that sometimes leads one to question the sincerity of
Mr. Spurgeen’s pioty- It is a thorn iv the flesh

which be tnust eflectually cradicate, oro hvcnn pos-

sess in his uwn estimation or that of othors, a heart
right with God  As he advances in age and true

wisdom, ho may be led to modify his exalted opiu-

jon of bimself. Tho author who sketches his hie

tries to excuso this frailty. e saya—** There are

those who think Mr. Spurgeon very audacious in

adopting as his motto, Cedo nulli, ¢ £ yiceld to none.’

But it seems to us that he would have been really

more audacious if ho bad mude the multitude of his

counsollors, or any one of them, the keepers of bis

conzcicnee, aud of his reaso., the regulutors of his

zeai, and the taskmasters who should assign biw his

field and his workl™ It must be recolleztod that

Mr. Spurgeon is only twenty three yearsof ago;

but such a boasifal display of self reliance is inex-

cusable, nor does it look in the deast us if bused

upon a humble dependence on the Divine azid to

directs his steps.

The popular acceptability of Mr. Spurgeon’s
vreaching has led many earnest men, divines and
others, to enquiro intoitsgause. It has probably in-
stigated the attempt of the Bishop of London ard
others, 1o bring the teaching and preaching of the
Listablished Church before the peovle at liseter
Hall.  But tho secret of Mr. Spurgeon’s success is
not to be found iu mere doctrinal teaching At the
present day a very high order of education is deemed
requisite in the clerical character.  We bave no
doubt that it is essentially necessary, although it
may sometimes unfit the minds whieh receive it, for
that assimilation with the habits ¢f thought of the
gencrality of their hearers, sehich in the utteran o is
best calculated to fmpress them with the words of
cternal Jife. Tho education twhich clergymen re-
ceive, fits them to e the associate. anel to itmpress
th~ minds, of the cducated—and it really seems,
that just in  vroportion to their advancement in hu-
man wisdom aud refinement, and their reliance upon
it, do they lo<e their hold upon the hearts of the
people  The educated do not in geneial comprise
one half of the fluck, the pastor is content with their
judgment upon lus labvurs, the other half may ccho
their opinion, but a careful examination will show
that they are not satisfied with it. The spiritual fuod
of these last ismade up of condiments quite unsuiied
to their unsophisticated palates—and to them it may
well be doubted whether the pulpit ministrations
are sufficiently plain, impressive or intelligible.
Apy improvement in the mndo of preparation for so
ioly an office as the cure of souls, that would sup-
ply this defect, is well worth the sceking—is well
worthy the attention of our universities and tkeolo-
gical echools. The success of a man like Mr.
Spurgeon, who with a muderate share of human
ability, can so impress his fellow men with a sense
of their sinfulness, and direct their attention to its
remedy, ought to be to them all the subject of
thoughtful consideration.  Fer this among other
things he may have been ordained. The great
anxiety of the Church as to the best mode of reach-
ing the hearts of the million, may be relicved by
a careful study of this new light which has burst
upon the religious horizon. and altbough it has
appeared without ber pale, and in some res-
pects under questionable circumnstances, through
God's blessing it may be turned to advantage, and
may diffuse a permanent brillianey over tha religious
teaching of the world, preparing ti way for that
supersior enlightenment, when all the earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the Lord.
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The following paragraph exbibits a good amount
of Railway progress in New Brunswick, and will
no doubt have a perceptible effect upon our Prisce
Bdward Island trade in the autumn :—

¢ The Railway 'bctwcgn the Bend and Shediac was
opened on the decning ‘of Monday tho 10th mst. A
wain, consisting of the engine, tender, and first clags
and two sccond class carriuges, went ‘from Monctou 'to”
Shediac and bak in two Il:::;um. Wo learn from tho
Westriorland Tunes that o public mecting has begn called
for the yurpost of ‘reting up’ a demonstration, in order |

0 hazeritropened fvith pablic hogore.” -

Extract of a Lotter from tho Rov. Thos. H. Vail,
ono of the most ominont of tho Clergy of tho Dio-
coso of Rhode Islrad, to the Rov. P, Tocquo, da-
ted July 13th, 1857 :—

** Within the last season, in March last, the Rov.
Wm. Stow, tho Buptist Minister of that denomina-
tion in this place, deolared for our Church, with.
drawing from tho Baptist communion, and applying
to bo received as o Condidate for Orders in our
Church. Ho has boen admitted, nnd will probably
he ordained in Qctobor next. ‘Thore scems to bo,
from what I can learn, a considerablo dissatisfuction
among tho ministers of that denomination—tho more
intelligent and thoughtful among thom—with their
Iudependensy, leading them oftentimes into sad ex-
cesves, and furnishing no suro protection or security
for the truth as it is in Jesus.

** 1 supposo you have seen notices of tho Memo-
rial, Muvement, ns it iy called, in our Church—tho
effort is to make our Church in practico what she is
in theory and profession, really Catholie, adapted to
tho necessities of the age, and prepared to nmke an
effective aggiession upon the vast body of infidelity,
orror, and vice in the masses around us. OQur
Bishops appointed. at the last General Conveution,
a Commission on Church Unitv—to enter into cor-
respondenco with Dissenting Bodies which may bo
digposed to confer on the subject, and to furnish a
medium of communication between our Church aud
other portions of the Body of Christ. ‘They also
sanctioned the separation of the three distinet sevvi-
ces of Morning Pragyer, the Litany, und the Com-
munion Office, io circumstances whero such sopara-
tion may be advantageous or proper.”’

N NN NS AN AL AN A
& We find it stuted in the papers, that the
first message transwitted by eleetric telegraph across
the Atlantie, will be the followinzg appropriate one :
“ Glory to God in the highest, and on carth

peace, good will toward men.”
e —-\o ~'\"\.\M\\NJWV

&5 Efforts have been making of lato to raise
money for ecclesinstical purposes, by deputations
and delegations from the Sister Provinces, and for
Religious Socicties. As a wricer in the lsst Church
Times states—** the time has come when Churche
men should rememter first of all, the wants of
thousands in their own Communion snd Diocese
who need their aid,’’—these wants are becomo more
pressng than ever.  Our clergy who ses the hands
of their people pretty frequently in their purse,
aud doling out Jarge sums for foreign objects, and
thus acquiring a character for liberality, must feel
rather sure suetimes at being obliged to resort to
such doubtful means of raising money, as tea par
tire and bazawrs affurd. It appears, however, (o
be their only resource, and whatever may be the
ideas of their propriety, the aid thus imperatively
needed has "he'n gratefully acknowledged.  QOae
such is shortly to Lo eld at Stewiacke, where the
Rev. Thos. Dunn officiates, »nd we hopo that his
friends in this City will lo their best to make it
profitable, the objeet bring to pay off a debt conw
;mctcd in the ercction of buildings for a Parsonago
louse.

& The Awerican Steawmship Columbia arrived
at New York en Monday afternoon.  She brought
Liverpool dates to the 3th inst.

Cotton market firm. Sugar market dull—sales
limited.  Breadstuffs doll ; slight decline in prices.
Provision market quiet. Tea firm  Consols for
money 90%.  The Hritish Government has jatro-
duced a Bill iggo Parliament for the embodiment
of the militia of the Kingdom. The French Ambas-
sador has suspended relations with Turkey. Serano
succeeds Concha in the Government of Cuba.

STILL LATER.
Telegraphic Despaich to the Merchants’ Reading Roow.

The Cunard Steamship Persia arrived at New
York on Wednesday evening.  Liverpool dates to
the 8th inst. .

Cutton Marlgt quict. DBropdstuffs doll with a
downward tendency. Flour very dull with a decling
upon previous quotations. Wheat and Corn also
dull, Sugar Murket dull, with a.declining tenden-
cy. Consols for Money 902, The ships with Atlan. -
tic Cable sailed on the 5th. The Italian conspira- -
tors have been convicted. The Bishop of London
( Bloowfield,) is dead. Nothing further from India.
The Steamer Kbersonose is_withdrwn from Liver-,
pool and Portland line for Tndia. -
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TKNPERANCE INTELLIGENCK.—The members o¥'
the Cati.clie Total Abstinenco Society walked in proe
ce-sion through the thincipal 8 reets of this city on
Satorday last. A conswJorabl: number of the bogy
ara juveniles, who arched four abtbait. The Whole
preseiired a véry creditablo‘appearsnce? theta Boing'a
gopdly gisplay cf banuerr~&t.: and cach member wore
a medal drossed wuh,arcen and white ribhon avd xo &
sete; * The proccesion was Leaded by 1he veally fina
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