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FOU TiIE CHURCIL TIMES.

Mr. Editor,

Enclosed you will find & cut from an'English paper,
vigned, ¢ A Lancashire Incumbae.i,” which 1 should
liko vory mucli to soe reprinted in tho Church Times,
for tho benefit of both myscif and others.

Wo think wo work a great deal in this country,
and, doubtlessly, tho climato, and the reads, and sncis
ety in general, mako very differcnt calls upon our
timo and cnerygies, but it niust also be admitted that if
wo all bad the samo mind aad tho samo self-denying
good will by which so wany of oue English Clerical
brothren are actuated, we would work a little more,
at loast, with o better spirit.

1 remain, Mr, Editor,
Yout's, &e.
RusTicus.

To the Editor of the Euening Mail,

" Tha clerical pmofession is sho idlest among ue, becauso it
is the worst ewarded ; and it fs the worst vewanled hes
cnnee it 13 tire pllest. I the clergy wero mads to
do their daily work, and render au account of it to their
superiors i Church nnd State, and if they wore pmd and
prometesl with odue rgmed 1o their work and gualiica-
tiung, the we=k would roon te done, The tiest
thing to " dune < t, make thum do ther work as every-
Lody clse i9 made to do his work in this country,  Re.
quire of than the netual performunce of their duties,
ko them rendur a daily account, have an (flicient and
permanent superntcndence, and, asa neeessary conse-
quetice, 2 systein of promotion accorditgg to service and
merit —=The Lvaany Mul, Sep. 10,

Sir,—hatever may be thouaht of the correctness
of your views, it is agreat advantage to have them
cnunciated so distinetly. Ifthe opinions of our whole
population could be ascertained, I think you would
find very fow who would object to any reasovable
awount of censure upon tho drones in our hive § but
very wany who know from daily oxperience that, as
a class, they are fast disappearing.  Your description
of the clergy looks as if it had been wrnten provious
to 1820 and publihed in 1856. Conridering bow the
Church of this country has both lengthened her cords
and sirengtbened ber stakes within tho last quarter of
acentury, inan age of great mental activity and inde-
pendonce, yet without an undusregard for ancient
institutions, 1 venture to think that your ctnsures
have Leen too promiscuous, and that your suggestions
are neither reasonable nor practicable.

A clergyman is not paid by fees like a barrister or
a surgeon, nor can he, in the wmajority ¢f cases, in.
crease bis incomo by any amount of oxtra devetion to
lus duties.  Yet we do not find that bu contrasts un.
favourably with the members of other professions sinsi-
larly circumstanced; officers of tho army aud navy,
for cxample, end the members of the civil service,
Providing s duties are performed, he may be absent
from bis post during three months of the year, yet who
ever heard of a working clergyman availing Limself of
this privilege 2 Though he inust be ready to meet
tho wants of every class of the community, the infant
and the adult, the living, the dying, and the dead, it
18 valgarly assumed that bis attendance 18 compulsory
on oxnly one day of the week, and with charactoristic
charity it is iuferred that be attends at ro otber tune.
He can act by proxy more casily than the member of
any other profession, and men who aro themselves dis.
posed to be idle imagine that he does o as frequently
as possible. e ought tohave a mind we!l stored at
the commencement and regulazly inproved froin year
to year; )'e‘ be is in no instance to Le judged by
results, but’ most invariably specily details!  Ile g
occupied With intellectual duties, and especially with
moral and spiritual ones; ho may be engaged for
months and even years in cowing the secd without
living to 2co the barvest ; yet ho is to bo measured by
mechanical rules, and is called upon, nct merely for a
journal, but for a daily time table. Thereara certain-
ly some favoured epots in England well adapted for
literary and devotional leirure, but in or necar the
busy baunts of man they do not exirt, and with an
increasing population all over the countsy they are
fast disappearing clsowhere, Of course, all men aro
not equally young, strong, beaitby, or energeuc, and
we aro unaccustomed to the ready expedients for re-
moving pbysical and mental energy. Tha Jaw of tha
1aod steps in between the empioy-t and the employed
giving the latter & Ten Hour's Bill, and I can assuro
you that il any such merciful enactment wero possible
in our gase jt would bo a great boon to many of the
clergy of my acquaintance.

Lor sovoaral y 4;v of my lifo I have kept & diary for
my own private « . faction, and & good deal with a
viow o the voriu stion of dates.  Binco January 1830
1ho evonts of tho day have hean noted in Wahitaker's
Diary nttached to Gillsrte ¢ yyman's Almanack, and
tho Inllowing statements contain an analysis of tho
whole for the yoar 1866. 1 ebould gladly give you
namo for publication, but that wy motivo trould be
very llablo (o bo misunderstood, and without it thou-
sands of your readery, to whom the facts are partially
known, will recognize mo at onco.

I am the ineumbont of a new patish in a farge town,
with a special population ¢f8,500 ; and I am ably as-
uisted by a curato and two scriptura roaders. The
nearcst point i distant from my own residenco moro
than a mile, and to the church acd schools it 19 exact.
ly a milo and a quarter, Duriog 15 days of tho yuar
1 was unwell, I was absent on public busincas 80, kept
within dours by stress of weathor 4, aud took 20 Loly-
dnys,singlo and consecutive. Theso amount in all to
sixty days, so that 297 remain 10 bo accounted for, I
was in tho patsh and engaged in general clorical duty
251 times on 172 scparate days, and tnust therefore
bave walked, in going and returning, wore than 600
miles  Tho parsh lies at right angles to tho Line of
distance, and consists of indopendent stroets parallel
10 1t, w0 that tho space traversed in visiting from place
to place cannot have fallen short of double that amount
I bave made 1.200 visits at the houses of the inhabi.
tants, independently of attending to oceasional and
special ealls s and it is a siguificant fact that the fami-
lies altending publio worskip occasionally or ropular-
ly have risen within the year from 234 to 475, T'he
Scripture readers are expected to visit 90 families por
week, but with less power of selection, though they
stll pursuo a system.  Besides taking part in several
chu.ch sezvices when others preached, I bave prearhed
122 sermons—101 injmy awn parish) and 21 elsewhere.
Of theso latter ix were on behalf of schools, nine for
religious societies, and six in exchange with clerical
bretbren, or supplying their place during occasiona)
absence. I venture to beliovo that any of my # supe-
riors in Church and State” would regard this g9 an
bonest and faitbful discharie of duty for one vear,

For cight years I bave supported and superintended
daily, Sunday and ragged schools, withu«t 10 shahtest
aid eitber in covnsel or action, excopt ro. 2ntly from
my curste. Every farthing necesds., wor thejr sup-
port during that time has beon rdised by my own per-
sonal canvars, as well as the cost of altaring a tempo-
rary buildingand subsequently restorsg it.  Iven
the anoual subscriptions so obtained have in many
instances to bo collected by myself. During the past
year I Lavomado many hundreds of calls, and spent
mote timo on this busicess than in all wy parochial
and pastoral visitation; though I am quite unabls to
say why a clergsman should be expected, much legs
morally compelled, to be personally respensiblo for
duties which belong 10 all citizens in common, With
men of business, however, % time is money,” an¢ wo.
are accused of professionat negligence at the vory time
when the sell’ inicrest of other men obliges us to leave
tho Word of God and scrvo tabler. On one day (the
21st of October) I called at 34 offices and walked
more than scven miles; yet from ho aceident of find-
ing scarcoly any onc within, I toaly 4 subscriptions
amounting in all to £3.

1 do not know accurately the numbar of institutions
eocictics, commiitees, and sub-commitiees which I am
authorized and expeeted to attend ; but I know that |
Lave done business with 25, rome of them sitting fre.
quently, and occasionally for boors. I smthe honora.
ry secretary of four socicties, and was chairman du-
ring the year for thice objects. Ono of the former
held 51 meetings of its members, cemmittee, and sub-
comnnttees, at 50 of which I was present from thy com-
wencemest to tko close. 1 was not in England when
the remaiwing one was hefd. 1 have kept z0 record
of the numbzr of meetings which I lave attended in
all, but it can scarcely have fallen short of 500,

As meotings geacrally consume a large portion of
the day, sointeloctual occupations somctimes carry
one far into thothours of night.  Yet my acquisitions
bave been unubially and lamentably small. I have
read aliout thirfy volumes of works, new and old, and
porbaps as man; pamphlcte, besides the newspapers
pretty regularly, Butl virote 1wo magazine articles,
tiiree papers fg learned societics, and wix literary
and seientific aricles for ordinary newspapers, besides
making 28 puble speeches and delivering soven lec-
tures (0 assoziatons for elevating working men. [ also
edited and parly wroto a volemo of 300 pages, requi-
ring many bunired of references, for correction, veris

ficalion, and adtition.
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Foz four or fiva years past my correspondence hae
avarsged from 1,300 to 1,600 lotters par annum; and,
in addition to this, Iissued upwards of 3,000 circnlare
last year. All tho lettors which it was necesary to
prescrve were copied by iy own biand, 1 may mane
tion tiero that 1 find I bave shared the hospitality of
vatious friends on 174 days of the year, inoluding near
ly all the 50 days of absenco,

Tho wanner in whick you bhave conneeted daty and
romuneration obliges me fo notice the latter. 1 w
for four yeats a curate without a farthing of satary,
and never considerod my programmo completa till X
bad three (ull services for Bunday. For two years 1
conducted a giateitious sorvice for the poor, which has
resulted in a naw churel and a floutishing congregn-
tiun, For about four years I bad lemporary charpe
a7 two ecclesiastioal districts, tbo juint population of
whioh, poor, ignorant and immoral, was 25,852, Fres
queatly, without any assistance, 1 conducted ve full
services weokly ; and both districts were systematically
visited and claseed for the first timo during my jucum,
benoy. My prosont sphers of duty consists of part or
onc of thesodistricts, Por twelvo years I was conneg-
ted with tho colleges of three universitics, and the ox.
penses inseparablo from such an extensivo course of
education exceed tho entire sum which I have received
from tho Church sinco my ordination. I the wholo
bad been invested at an ordinary tato of Interest it
would bave afforded ma a largor roturn asa lifo onng-
ity, without any tie of residenco or ocenpation, than §
havo recoived for all theso duties during 1he past year,
Yot Iam notone of the grumblers; and [ think you
will find that 1beso usually belong to two classes—thn
laity within our own circle and ho very idlers whom
you mean to censure within it,

Yours, &e.,

-~

Jan. 1, A Laxcasmuk IncuMnesT.
_ Sclectiong,
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A. Prous CrixiNAL.—~The following e¢pistle was
received a fow days azo by the Rev. Mr. Stirling,
c!:aplain of the Dundvo priton, from a Dundee con-
vict now undergoing penal sorvitudo at DPortland, to
which bo was sentenzed at the Circuit Court, whero
bo was charged with soven cases of theft, falichood,
n:aud, and wilful imposition, besides two previovs con
victions. The precious document was no doubt writ-
ten tosecuro g ticket-ol-leave, but the thing is so0 ov-
idently overdone that oven tho “tow good ministers”
flattered in tho letter will scarcely bo deacived by
iti—

Portland Decr 16 1856,

Aly Dearloy Beloved Minlster of my Lord and younr
God whom you serve Isend you these fws Lines ¢o
let you Lnow that i am removed from Wakefield o
Portland i was fent hiearon the 26 of July and ded
this is such a place that i long to be out of it -O e
this is such a place that i cannol Deseribo it to you
there is foo in our city that would beleve me if i was
to Describe it as ar as i know but if you look to the
iii. chapter of Romans begineng at tho 12 verce to tho
10th, you wil ses thero waye, but i am also happey
to let you Lnotw that thero issomo of Gods, children
lere also and i love to dwell with them But we can-
not dwell together hear Bt i propose to another tow
and myyself thar we should met togetbor at the Foot.
stool of the tbrong ol grace in the Morning beforo
the other prisoners riso to the noise and the same in
the Evening after thay go to beed it is S Months since
we begin this and thanks bo to God our nomber s
dobled in that time Bu§ O low my toul is troublod
when i thenk o2 my broken Sabbeths, and yet i prase
the Lord that i am out of hell; and thut ho bas riy-
cn o that witness in myself to know that my sin "
blotted out with the Blood of the Lamb of God, Der
Sir i am indebit to you for laying the wages of my sin
before my cyes which i bupo i will not forget But
thanks ba to God that has placed me under tow Gogd
Ministers in this Market of the divel for the divel is
busoy bear but our Ministers is pulling sinners from
him O that God would give them both the duo of
the Spiret that was poured out on St. Petors’ church
in Dundae. Dear Sic would sou bo so kind as to et
e krow if my mother is alive or removed i send a
letter on the 26 of July and it camo back to Portland
and isent anotheron 12 of Agest to. . . . . No
wore a! presint but Remains ever the Brand that yon
polled out of the fire write me soon if.you Plase i Sead
my kindit Love to my Governor and all his famley
and i bopo that the Lord witl bliss him and bis Famley
the Prayer of Boos be on. you My Minister. Amen.
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JenusALex.—We are gratified to learn that the

2ad condition of that part of tke boly city known ae



