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and the several larger camps of the Yukon froim wlhiclh
prospectors mxay work. Tihis additional assurance of
the probable permanence of the Atlin gold-fields is,
therefore, welcomxe, for the more ien there are per-
mxa n ently empî>loye(l and the more goldi recovered iii
th1ai Section, the more eicouragemxenît will there be
for persistent prospecting for other payable fields.

The construction of a second raihvav to connect
Boundary district mines and sielters is inow ii prog-
ress. mxuci b the satisfaction of mine-ownxers aid
othxers directly concerned in securiig a reduction in
railway freiglht chat :es. Tiat a lower rate on ore will
resuxlt is taken for granted. and this is an important
consideration. since in the utilisation of immense bod-
ies of low-grade ore the saving of everv cent per ton
possible is iniperative. But this is not the only ad-
vantage that wvill accrue to the district. for both inines
and smelters will also be greatly henefitted by the pro-
vision of increased facilities ft - transportation of
Rossland ores to the Boundary smîxcters and Bounîdarv
ores to the Northport works, wlich interchanxge of
ores wvill secure to the smxelters a better smiielting mxix-
ture with resultant mîutual advantage in the direction
of the increased tonnage it wil le *practicable to
sielt at reticed cost. Furthxer. the building of a spur
froi the Great Northîern system to the Granby snmelt-
er will niake it possible for those works to obtain a
coke supply over thxat railway wlien necessarv. Tie
C. P. R. has undoubtedly been the chief factor in the
very considerable developient thxat has taken place
ii the Bounidary during the hast four or five years,
but a ionopoly is never a good thing for those wlho do
not possess it, hiîether in railway or any other bus-
inless. so the breaking of this mîîonopoly is gladly lailed
in the parts of the Boundary affected by it. That the
Great Northxernx wilh be encouraged to further extend
its lines in the big copper-producing camp of the
Dominion is mxuch to be desired.

Thxe Director of the Geological Survey calls atten-
tion, in the recentIy,-issued Sumxmary Report for 1903,
to the fact that by far the largest proportion of the
work of the Survey is directed to investigating and
aiding the development of the inîlueral resources of
the countrv. He claimîs that resulhs have slxowi thiat
the varions regions for the field of operations of the
season 1903 were judiciouslv chosen. and that the scv-
eral portions of work done proved to be those iost
ieeded to mxeet present requirenents. Our purpose
ii liere noting this claimi is not to question it. Indeed
the knovledge that experienced and fully comipetenît
imembers of the Survey were last vear enîgaged iii
field-work in the comxparatively little-kiownî Lardeau
country. stldying its topographiv and geology; in the
Rocky Mountains, seeking a supply of coal near the
main le of the Canladiani Pacific Railway: in the
Peace River region. ascertaininxg the true character
of the land and cliniate of the upper or western por-
ionbil of that section. nlow outlyiing but whiclh mxay a
few vears ience be traversed by a transcontinental
railway; in the Yukon, sceking information looking
1i the provision of a better water supply, upon wliich

depends the mxainltenance of a large production of
gold in that district ini years to comle, as well as ii
ilvestigating evidience of the local origin of the gold
of the Klondike area; and in the verys necessary work
of locating the .4111 parallel in the %vesterni mllintain
region between this Province and the State of Wash-
ington-this knowledge itseif is testimnxuiiy to the
recognition by the Survey Departmiient of the import-
ance of the Pacifie slo)e portion of the Dominion
as regards its econxomuic mineral resources. The ac-
knowledgmîent of this recognition is a pleasing duty
and one tuait we have muuch gratification in perforni-
ing. Ve also acknowledge, witlh iiuclh appreciation,
that this season. too, Uritishx Columbia and adjacent
territory have been allotted a liberal proportion of the
mlemlbers of the Survey. and we look forward to the
west Ieneiting considerably as an evential resuilt
of tieir arduous labours.

In the suiixîxxary report of the Geological Survey
Departient of Canada for 1903 appears a suggestion,
made to the Minister of the Interior, by Dr. Robert
Bell, Acting Deputy Hcad and Director of the Sur-
vey, which is of especial interest to British Columbia.
This suggestion proposes a permanent exihibit iii New
York City of a collection of the cconoimic minerais
of Canada. Dr. Bell's recomm ixendation-for it mxav be
regarded as such-is timely and thoroughly practical.
It is as follows: "As muticlh of the capital for the de-
velopmnent of the mxineral weahlh of Canada has here-
'ofore comte from the City of Ncw York, and as it
would bc very desirable to encourage further interest
i our mines fromx this quarter, it mxay be advisable,

considering the smail cost that wv'ould bc inicurred, to
place a collection of our cconomic minerals on per-
miancit exhibition in that citv. Looking forward to
the possibility of this. I conferred with Professbr
Bickm<xxorc of the Anerican Muscum of Natural His-
tory on the subject, and found that lie was vcryv fav-
ourably disposed to assist in tixis proposai. If the
matter bc followed up, it niay result li the establish-
ment of a valiable agency there at very trifling cost.
A similar collection is already iistalled at the Imper-
ial Tnstitute in London under the care of Professor
Dunstan, Director, and Mr. Harrison Wlatson, Cai-
adian Agent. "Already the developmxent of the miii-
eral resources of British Cohumbia lias beei mater-
ially coxntributed to bv Aierican capital. For instance
the most productive copper camp in the Province, and
for that matter. in the Doxmiinio,-tle Boundary
district-owes mxuclx of its developient to Amlxericanx
capital. for the British Columbia Copper Company,
ownxing die Mother Lode mxîine and the smelter at
Greenlwood. is a New 'Vork organîization, while the
big mining and smxelting enterprise of the Granby
Company lias received financial aid tromi the United
States towards the accomplishmcnt of its later import-
ant resuilts. Numnxerouxs other instances of the expend-
iture of Amiericaxn moncy in British Colunbian mîining
iidertakiings miiglt be ientioned were it necessary
to narrate thei, whiclh it is not. sinice manv of them
are weill known to miining men of the Province. Am-
crican enterprise appears to generally b)e more suc-
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