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IN THE ACADIAN LAND.
1h Ei.i. J. I1TR

In the olden daya there wet no grassy meradows in Acadin. Great
foreais af Iicm!ock, sprucc and pine covcred the land. The ruggcd nioun-
tains «re not yct shorn of their atrengthi ard mnade to yield up) ilhir hidden
stores of minerali wealth. 'l'le rivcr3 and lakes wcre tceiuig witli saliron,
while gay, -.p)ckicd frout fotiud ilicir homes in the countiess brooks, wvhose
babbling was the: music of the Acadian wooci. ]3y day the birds' notes
joined the forest soig ; by night, there was oniy the rushi and niurniur of tlic
wsttr over the slipry p)ebbles, or the hoot of the great white owl to break
the dusky silence.

The Micmaca roanîed throtlïli this wide vçoid, liappy in the pursuit of
deer. Iltre and tiiere, log huts in ai tiny clcaring betokecd a settîcinient af
venturcsome French or English tcik. Sornetimes 0.c paieade cuclosed
nothiDg but a hecap of ashes, dycd crirrnson l)erhapa wilh blood, telling but
tac, plainly a taie of Indian ci uelty and revenge. Sucli attaicks as these
vert seidoin unprovoed, and cre we rebuke our aboriginal friends, ve
should remember our indebtedness ta thenu for the simple hospitality and
lofty couriey vith vh"-ch they treated our finIt setilere, until, foilowîng the
exampie set them, they, too, resorted te deccit and tre2chery.

It wus the night af thc 24th of Dicenibcr. The ground was thickiy
covered vithinow. The wind howltd through the forest, m2king the atout
branches creak sud grokn. Tht ravens and crows were haif nuîinb.-d with
the pieycing cold. Tht little whitt tablaits e.kipped ov:j; the anowy vaste
as if their ane hope of salvation lay ini constant motion. The Equitra
cracked the haz:l nuts se thriftly laid by in autumro, and viewed the out-
aide venld with the sang ind.;ffirenceocf a landed prcp;ie.tor.

At the littie Engli.h seulement at Roasignol the in.-n heaped the yolt.
loe an the blaz*îng bearth, and sweet mernotits o! the dis'ant inotherlaxad
came te the heurts of the chili creatitres who shiveret1 aven in t.he ruddy
glow. The settiers had gàthere-d frein the outlying faras te spend the nier-
rew together. For thcm, ne c!ctry church bella %woull ring the j-iyful
Dura of Chist'a birth ; iustcad, there rnight be tht war-%vhoop of the
Indians-another night-fall and their homets inight bà: dt!oia:c.

The firaiight fails on tht sid face of a wom3n, as flh* tomns froin the
heaith te peer eut thraughlich glioofthe thici-.-grow*ing trecs. Ashadaw
tlle. on tht face ef the mian at h:r side as lie watchcs bier leviogly.

"lIt is cold for our boy tc.night, 'Iark," ahe whiepzrs.
At their fet, halt sat, hait rclined, au Indian boy. Frain bis lowiy

p'ace ho scanned tht face's cf tht graup, tven vhen with stoiid indifference
te bis surroundings his eyes scen:d b!nt on tht firt. At thn wotuin's mur-
mur, he lified bis ecirred emiciated face.

II"le vill &gain corne," hie ssud simply. 41Yeur Spirit v il! bring bina
again te hier who care fur the sick."

The voman semed net hear bie. IlThey miglit btat my boy, M1ark,
my lavalittle biby-bay. Th-t, lid will chili him to-n:ght, for iht wcods
arceso cold."

Tht lad'é eyes vent still fixed an ber. 81 Whirýehands," ht said, tofily,
"1the Spirit vili again bring your p zpoose'ý

This lim: Mattha heard. Mark's face vas averted, bat great tears wel-
led down his brotztd checks as he drew the waman closer to his aiez.
Somewhere, ont in tht great forest-vorid, their bib: roight b: straying. It
vas thoght that the Indianq hic! fond hina in tht wend bzyond the cdean-
irg. WVheu lait seen ho hiad be str.-zching: his tiny iîeight te peer into tht
Red-min's oup pot. Tuisivaa tht beiwcd butt o.f bechfr.e. In it,
according te lodian custoin, the forts' soup h2d ofien bzau inade. Tht
bancs or stock had bzen ihrowu in the great hollow, two or tbrce buckets

cf vtaraddd, nd ht ho! bro;h te a il by drapping in
atones. It was a fàveîi*c h--unt of the setIe:c.-'cildrcn, and vhen, alamm:d
by an Irdian hunting call, thcy had fl..d within the >l~o Do oneli ad
theught of litfle Marik.

à %artha refused to ha coi-,fa.ted. The baby-bay ivas adl sho bac!. ler
mimd, cren, seemed sligh!ly :iff:cted, for- thnou-h lier hatadi vent ever foul of
lovicg wank for othars, her thooghts wcrt wicia thz t lui wandzrer. Tht
eider Mark vas hearuanre. Hze @aeernd ta have lest bDoth vité and child.
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The deerakin wigwams cf tht Micmac swaycd in the aight wind. Tht.

Thdiau aloue vmert indiffetent Io wind or wealher; nain, %nov, ci sumsbine
they regarded alike with equanimity. Thene vas no great bcauty for thetu
in tha1 vast shadovy ferest, haif reveaied by tht cresccnt moon. Tnt chief,
Owmatiga, pointcd towands tht distant fort and shook Lis head latinotisly.
The f aces of bis braves vert dark and grim, their gestures stera and ferbid-
ding. Sti!l peinting tewarde the aicending colomn cf inicke, iac half
indicattd, balf spoke bris intentions.

Tu steel into the fart at midnight, te bora tht log oss ta kill or, per-
Laps. torture the setticrs, te carry off thec hildren.

Saine cf thé savages fnevned at titis. Their auger vas arousc-d at those
white men vho hd se treacherously stolec yang Pin e-trae, their chiei's

son. A apy Lad broght the report that tht lad had vaàted airay to, a
akeleten, and was dying.

Tht hunter's moon vas full on tht night they lost hum. Hec vas weaticd
with the chase, for tho zed dccr vert pl.entiful, and, in pnrsuit, bc had
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strayed far frrtte his feilow-hunters. Tht you'ig chie! had beeri flashed with.
succesq. The nich blood had shont wannily throuRh bis dark skia. ie
hunting cry was tht uiost piercing, is bnv lima trueot. lie sped before the
others with fevenisa impatience, and lie did not rcturn. It vas only through'
tht spy that they kuetw be stiil lived.

Ofa aurely itre should bz ne naency saova bere. Even thtc littie cliii.
dren ituit dit 1

Owmaîigt listened inilpa!sively te their remonstraces. Threog l b'
a skia ai hie ivigwaw, ha pointed inside. Qa a bear skia, throwa over
frcsh fir b-)ugbs, iay a flaxeri-hairad boy, clad in Indisn fashien. Hi, face
vas ro8y and siniling. Ilii brown pudgy hande vert clasped &aund a ticy
ber. Tht arrows, vermilion-linted, ventaIt his side. Cloie at bis feet liy
tht chiai's dog, growiing imp.itincy at tho intruders.

Il Ne," s2ud 0 xiiiatiga, gnavely. Il We may bring bina playmites, but
we ivili flot kili." Thè datk faces sofiened et the sight cf tht chiid. Tney
hac! fonnd bun two mouths &go, the very diy tht young chief hid be Iost,-
asleep in an old carnDing.ground. Ilis blue eyts bad widened vith thg-
wonden of childhoiod, ns lie w.ikeud, te find thindu;ky formi arouad hics.

IlhU tiy cormsidcred what ta do with their prize, lie crept te Oirmatiga,
laid bis litad confiIlingly agiiast the chit.fa yelow m,)cassin, sut* -straighr.
wamy jiuneyad te the land of dreains.

'The ailver maon rase higher, shiniog in faint glery through the pinCe
needies, and lightirg op tilt tortuoui; forcit pathia, as tht MicrnIcs aid1e
silently undtr thet rets. Tht wind hsid cornpletely ditd. Such a mli;;,
whmite niglit. Oaly a faint cruncb, penhapi, as tht cruei yieided ta tht anas.
shot, or tht crackie cf a apsrkling icicle, brushed frein loae loir bulh.

A thin colunan of smoke stili rose frona vithin the pslisaie. Mark and
Maitha still Eat b-.fcîe the b-a4ning embera, while the Indien lad raved about
hike a troublcd spirit. Malrth:'*a whistful eyca vert closed in sieep, and ber
hecad had found a tender pili.-w an Mlatk'. breast, thougit hie detp brcath.
ing betrayed that lie, too, vas lest te consciouiness. Thte embens gleanred
fitfuitly on tht rough rails, plastertd with mud and meou, on the downcist
hcadî cf the sicepers, on thz sctred face ai the Indian.

Ilark, what vas that?
Oaiy the lovletlis hcat, brcaking the night watch.
Again, yet again, thea call! ISurely the ovis af tht vhole forest must lit

gatheiig abaut tht fait.
The lad threw bis liead bick, sniffing the air curiaosly. At tht second

c2llie dncw arilde tit curtain and p-epzd futtively eut cf tht op:ning thit
served for a windew.

There, in tht white maonligh&, stood a savage, bis tomahawk glistening
in his hand. ]3ehiL' c:-ch tree, beyond tht clcang, lurked a foe. Oiet
the crisp snor th2cy iided sicai;hiiy te tht chief, vire nov sud thcn uttered
tht owi dry, in sucb Iperfect tneckery, that tht vhite nabbait scuznied bick to
bis bae te avaid this keen-e-yzd ft.

Net a sound vithizi the finl. A, vhispered patley ameng the Indiens-
surely nov tht fatal wàr-cry would rouse tht hrlple@s altepen. te captivit;,
tenture or death.

Pine-,rce's face kindies yuLh an alnost savage j iy as Ire glides to tho
dean and nroiteleaay 1etts dova %ht bars. Tht cild air itirst fer a momces
the duil fine, and Mantha murmura: in ben ùrzaw, I I ce!d for my bibl.
bay, se celd."

Tht greaz doan closes iii.-tly. Pine-tree baunds aven tht crackliog
suer to tht enemy. Oh 1 the deaf:nio2g seund that rises-tht Indiu va.
vhoDp strangely mingicd with cihas of aff-ectio!àate welcame. On tbey dash
toaads tht fort. Ficot.est of ail is Pine-tre, vite tests hirnseif frana fi
fithce embrace te lead thte w.ry. Ils hu gaiucd the fort dean 1 «Vill theyJ
enter an.d ;Iy i Tha Indian blondis up, thriliugin eveny Tain vith stou
aninmul emotion. I'in:-inetonstetht suvagea bo crerd ab3ut iim. le
hc trcacherously tcliing thei the weakness cf tht Ete ganisini Lisle,
the wvar cry i. ru slid as the lad speaks.

lima they found cold tb:y cloth-.d. lVben tht hunger came, fret vas
their hand ta ýivc. WhIen the scounge of tht Rtd-man weuld have alan,
gentît bands and praytrs to tLe S?!rit dîd cure. Mien, wi:.h Indian i-
pc:uesity, out in the b»t*.cr cro!d, w :,h the star-crowned sky bzndinq dosa
iu silant btnadictiou, bc told ihe old stony cf tht bitthday af the King.

luide aIl vas confusion. Thre vas ne attempt at dJtence. E;cîp:
vas equally impossibe. Bl whit m:ant thîs lull &iter the opeaing vas.
whenp? 1 N're tht savages already settiog tht plice on final Vere îl.e
settiers te bc rois:cd alive on their own hearthstouei

MIanthi atii sut by tht fineplace. She see-med not ta heed tht tiannut ae
tht figbttned faces abaut her. Tht an rsvung slovly opt-a. Tht vomià
ahnied as tbt Indiana filled tht rooam. Pinc-týree kneit at Martha's fet
as the braves atood about, gazing ut ber vith iiost raverential ave. Tires,
at hi, signal, they quictly withdrer. ONsuatiga reomined, au instint ta
carc3s the white hand, and then fathtr and son set out togathen fer th-à,
arn cncatnpmetim.

On the wmy Pine-trec toi! bis attr, how, after straying mn te chas, à
dizzy blindcress bac! overtaken bina, sud bc had fauct thîe greund. Hoir
long ha lay tbcrc bc did notkuow, bat, at luit, Mark Lad fauvd bina halt
insensible, smilten vita the sntili.pox, se fatal te Lis race. He had iii;
muca to tcll of bis patient nursje, atrd ber many midisigit walches while hie
delirium raged, nonr did le forget the wondenful s:ory of tht G2d-man, whi
atiii livcd te hcan tht prayers of Ilii people. Tht atolid look Lad vanisid
fram bat.h faces, and!, whcn1 tht talt vas again repeited areuind tht cils?
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plEMENIT tr-mptpryri*Ui the preferenco to iisrtlec-BoIW

the tud) curet, and Las ctir.a cwie wlaicli bai re«l l ther trtatmnut.


