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THE CRITIC.

The Universal Peace Congress, which opened ita second session in
Westminster Town Hall, London, on July 15th, scems to be badly needed
on the American side of the pond. Just as the Foropean mewmbe s of the
Peace Aszociation were Jauding the methods of deciding disputes in the
New World, two wars break out, and the idea of pesee 13 hacked higher
than a kite,

One of the penalties of greatness is havieg cue’s privaeand per-onal
affairs pried into and written of, and made public property. Hemy M.
Stanley’s love affairs, ax the papers call them, seem to be attseting more
attention than his explorations or his haok. ‘The Latcst ymn 15 that Stanley
was going to be martied to o beautiful Gieek git n ore of the Jonian
Islands, but, having forgotten to pay the maiden’s father 2 sum of woucey
in propottion 10 the beanty and youlh of lis brde, hie wus remmeded of tiw
fact at the altar, whercupon Stanley indignautly told s ne t-do b2 fogoten
father-in-law that he had intended to marry the lLidy, not to buy ker, and
the match was “off.”” Mr. Stanley is a sensible man, so perhups these things
do not trouble himy greatly, and may yield bim some umusement, if he sees
them at all,

The King of the Belgians proposes to hand over the Coxzgo State, which
is his private property, to the Belgian nation.  Should the bill which is now
before the Belgian Parliament pass Belgians will within the next ten years
lend twenty-five million francs to the Congo State without interest, and six
months after the expiration of this term of ten years decide whether she
will take the territory over. In the event of her not doing so King Lecpold
is already bound to give Irance the right of pre-emption, but if she does
this right becomes extinguished. Tt is highly probable that Germany would
consider Belgium a better neighbor than Frarce, and should Belgium ever
tire of her bargain she is certain to find a willing purchaser in Germany.
These considerations are likely to outweigh any arguments of the opposition
in the Belgian Chamber of Representatives,

The * Ottawa Liar” will have to retire and hide his diminished head,
for the person who has been sending sensational press despatches from
Halifax certainly deserves the title of champion liar of the Dominion. It
is a very small business for any one to try and damage our city by sending
such stuff as appeared in the Boston Sunday Glolw, alleging that Nova
Scotia had been captured by Geners! Butler, that the Halifax wires were
all down, and Boston was wild over the noews. The versions of the
Dartmouth disaster were far off from truth, stating that hundreds of people
had been thrown into the water aud many lives lost. ‘This appoared in
many papers, and it must have emanated f:om the same source as the Boston
@lobe's article, which was simply a work of the :ar’s excited imagination.
These false reports will do Halifax no little injury, and an effort should be
mado 1o find out their sonrce and put a stop to themy It is not probable
that any respectable newspaper would knowingly publish dispatches which
are unreliable, and certainly not those which have absolutely no fousdation.

Si. Johu is an enterprising city, and Mr. Ira Cornwall, Secretary of the
Toard of Trade, and of the Exhibition Association of that place, is certainly
doing his best to make the fact known 10 an admiring public. We had
heen favored with two copies of the premium list of the Internitionat Fair
lo be held in St. John in September and (ctober, so we scarcely expected
to receive any more literature bearing on the subject, bat a few days since
we Wero again honored with a leaflet advertising the fair, together with a
copy of ‘ Capads’s National Song,” “ My Cwn Canadian Howe," tho
words of which are by E. G. Nelson, and the music by Morley McTaughlan
of St. John. The song is dedicated to Canada’s Disley Rifle Competitors
on the first page, and devoted to Canada’s International Fair un the last.
'The song is pretty and simple, casily learned, and carries conviction of our
love of country (as well as the International Juir advertisement) with it.
Its mission is 1o kul two hirds with one stone, to cultivate patiiotism, and
at the same time draw attention to St. John, its always open and sate harbor,
and its exhibition.  Judicious advertising always pays, and, all petty rivalries
between Halifax and St. John apart, we hope the fair will be an unqualified
success,

Ap odd matrimonial suit is likely to come on for a hearing in Wisconsin.
Mrs. Weston, tho wife of a Wisconsin minister, intends, it 13 said, to apply
for a divorce from her husbang, 10 whom she has been marricd as many as
nipe times. Mr. and Mrs. Weston were first married in Wisconsin accord
ing to the forms of the Methodist Church, and went 10 Furope for their
honeymoon. At Dublin it scems that doubts arosc as 10 whether their
union was “ ccclesiastically perfect,” so they were again marricd in Saint
Patrick’s Cathedral.  But shortly afterwards Mr. Weston, remembering
that unfortunately Saint Patrick’s had originally been Catholic, and fearing
that this might militate against the spititual validity of the protestaat rite,
the couple were a-third time united by » Presbyteriin clergyman. Whether

Mr. Weston discovered something particularly hinding in the offico of the
Baptist Church is unknown, hut the ceremony was next performed by a,
Baptist minister.  After this there 1s a whinl of weddings, creeds aud |

, tituals, till Mrs. Weston, getting tired, rcfused to be marned any morc.‘
Nine times had she named the day ; nine times had she stoad before the clergy
man ; nine times had shebought a trousseau ; vioe slippers had been thrown- |
after her ; ninc times had rice been strewn behind Ler ; nino times had she
and her husband departed on their honeymoon, and now Mr Weston's |
carnest entreaties that she would consent to b married * just this onee 10
the Congregational Church has met with a stern refusal. It is duficalt to
upderstand upon what grounds the divorce can be granted, certainly not
upon U}m of conjugal infidelity, nor can Mr. Weston's conduct be described
K3 crnel,

‘The removal of the National Rifle Association camp from Wimbledon
to Bisley is generally regurded as a very satisfactory e A few of the
ndvantages of the new selection me that the range can be lengthened
wddimtely, it is not so wind-swept a3 Wimbledon, it is fur cuough from
town snd the centres of population to be fiee fiom loafers, and the proximity
of Pirbright and Aldershot is valuable, as the assistance of regulars in the
muhifarieus routine of a ritle-camp is casily procmable.  The soil at Disley
is sandy, und (he wins, which have heen very heavy this year, have effectedi
it seascely at all, white: Winibledon, it is acknowledged, would have been
tutned into a swamp,  The Wimbledon 1ange was opened thirly years apo
by the Queen ard the Prince Consort, and this year, the National Rafle
Ausociatton having ontgrown the cipacity of that suburb, and removed
their camp to the undulating heath in the bracing air of the Surrey hills,
Ue opening ceremony was performed by the Princess of Wales.  We
smiceraly trust that the suceess which has for so many years attended
Canadu’s yiflemen at Wimbledon may fullow them t» Bisley, and tha
Canada's reputation for producing good shiots may ot change.

‘I'he New York .Sun grows mournful over its own statement that youog
wonen attending colleges and going in for higher educstion have names
which suggest rather a gay and giddy view of life and its responsibibities,
Many of them are called Ly nursery diminutives, such as Bessie, Jennie,
Nellie, Carrie, etc., which the Sun says arc no names at all, and do not
befit young women who are starting out to propare themsclves for an
exhausting profession. This may be so in the Sun's experience, but it is not
soin ours. We find the greater number of women, young or old, who
come prominently before the public, are provided with two diguified “front”
names, which they write out 1n full as their proper nuwes  Miss Paillippa
Gorrett Fawcett is a name which dves not saver of the nursery, and tie
‘ pa,” although at first one would not notice the peculiarity, is all that
makes it evon feminine. We have in our posscssion the autographs of six
lady students of Wellesley College, and not one of thic: has an abbreviated
or diminutive namo in it. The Sua's ¢fforts to improve tho feminine taste
in names will czrtainiy be successful—slthough it speaks hopelessly of the
task—because the ladies are already learning that dignified, cuphonions
names, which have been borne by queens and heroines, are fur wore
suitable to sensible young wowmen than pet diminutives.

‘The banquet .ecently given to General Middleton is an example of a
tendency to sympathize with offenders against laws or morals, who have in
public opinion been sufficiently punished for their transgression, especially
if the offender has been a public favorile, or the transgression stand alone
in an otherwise correct carcer.  This tendency is akin to that expressed in
“Don't kick him when he's down,” but it is one thing and commendable
to abstain from kicking a man when he's down, and quite another thing and
repr-hensible to help up and pat on the back the man who has deservad to
be knocked down. It may be that those who most closely scratinize the
conduct of others, who zre the first and most clamorous in denunciation
when they have discovered or think they have discovered a departure from
strict rectitude, a1e those whose own record would not bear close inspection ;
be this as it may, the susceptibility of public opinion, the readiness and
sternness with which it demands the punishment of thuse who offend against
its codo of ethics, 1s the best conservitor of ofiicial morality, the best safe-
guard against immorality, Gezn. Middleton was found guilty of a grave
offence. Nothing stort of lus resignation would have appoised public
opinion, snd had the Daninivn Government condoned tho offence by refusing
10 demand ins resignation 1t is just passible that the clectors might not be able
to distinguish between the original offender asd the accessory “after the fact.

It is most unfsir to make political capital out of the fact that mny of
the very best of our young men and young women—bzast in the sense of
being most ensrgetic and enterpri«ing, bust because only the best is wanted
—cvery year seck homes in the Uniied States.  Nova Scotia is 2 yeung
country, its natural resources and s munufsciuring industries are but in
tho infancy of development. It has not within itsell the vast accumulations
of capital with which to start and maintain industrial cnterprises which the
United States, for instance, has. The people of our Province are prolific,
and our population is increasing more rapidly taan are the means for pro-
fitable employment. What could be expected under these conditions ?
That our immigrants or migrants shouid stay at home and either do nothiug
or share with their fellow workers the work and the wages that arc to be
had at home 1 Another important factor in occasioning this aanual exodus
or migration is the movement from the Eastern to tho Western States,
especially of farmers and their (amilies, creating a demaud for labor which
our people hasten to fill.  Finally, and this if a source of loss should also
be a source of pride, it is admitted that our young people, we miy say
Canedians, arc preferred, their work is 1n demand across the border.
Should then any government he blamed on this account? We think not,
unless indeed 3t has negiccied to do what hes in ats power to open v
resources, to encuurage industries and the mflux of capital. A waiter m
Unur Grange Jumes graphically describes a dnive from Rhode Island 1o New
Hampshire.  Of the fuur head hnes of that article oac s * Deseited
Farms,” and the wnter says that 1 his drive of 180 mules he counted 108
descried farms, each of which he esumates must have sepresented an gutlay
of $2,500 in buildings, tools and cattle.  The New Epgland papers also
assure us that maoy of the occupied farmis s heavily mortgaged. Let us
be thankful that it we have this in one sense depioreble annual exodus and
migration we have few abandonced or vacant farms. ‘That theicis quite &
noliccable tenderncy among our young men, especiatly of the migraucn class,
to settle on our own farms, and that morigages are being paid off rather
than increascd in number and volume.



