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sbove al! other women you were calculated to brightona man's heart and
pis hume.  You were holding a spray of mignonette in your hands, telling
e how fragrant it was, and 1nventing all kinds of pretty fancies in connec-
yion with it. Ulric came in—you remember 1"

She bent her hicad and her face tlushed.

#] do remember,” she assented, shyly.

« He saw the mignonette in your hands, aud bent forward to look at it
it is the sweetest flower that blows,’ he said. ‘Yhe cold mask in a
poment fell over your face, and 1 saw you—mind, I saw you—throw the
pretty spray away as though it had stung you."”

" she clasped her white hunds with a pretty air of penitence.

« It was very wrong, Raoul, I know ; I have no excuse.”

«Then Ulric, in his turn, said sotnething ubout * ladies' wirs' which you
did not like. You swept out of the roomn; and the next lime you met
paither of you spoke.”

« How closely you have observed me " she said, with a hot flush on her

4 Because [ love both you and Ulric so dearly,” he replied.  ** Now for
py illustration, Hildred. Supposc that, instead of throwing uway the
fower that he liked, you had lovked up into his face and said something gay
or graceful or pretty ; he would have returned a smiliog answer, aud all
would have been well ; and the next time you met he would have been even
more smiling and you more kind.”

« But, Raoul," she asked, ** wouid that have been sincere? 1 do not
feel kind or pleased—is it sincere to afiect to be so?"

“You ougl.. to feel kind—he is your own husbaud. .\l that 1 can say
is that you should try to feel so, whether you do or not.  Now begin this
vety day ; throw off that stony mask forever, How is he to know what a
iender soul is hidden by that freesing face unless you give him somne chance
of finding out? 1o nct say to yourself that you wilt begin to-morrow or
th» day after—Degin at once.  Say to yourself that you will win him.”

#]s it not unwomanly to seel: for love which is not offered to you,
Raoul ?"

“ 1t might be in a gir), it is not i a wife, 1 think a wite should aspire
10 win her husband, to make him love hor with all his heart.”

# Lord Caraven will never love me,” she said. * I do not think that he
has any heart to give ; it is all wasted—he has had 2 hundred loves.”

“ But not one real one, Hildred. If you win his heart, take my word
for it, you will be his first love. We will take our stand on sonm:thingl
higher. To win love is pleasant, but you shall not devote your life to that.
You shall devote yourself to the rousing of a soul, naturally noble, but
loeg buried in self-indulgence and folly ; you shall spend your life in
making the Earl of Caraven worthy of the name he bears. You have
promised.” .

# 1 promisc aymin,” she replied. :

“ Ah, child, you know bLut little, after all, of what you will have to
encounter. But a true soldier never descrts his post; Le dies doing his
duty. You will have many sore humiliations, many bitter hours of annoy-
ance, many & contest with your own pride, but you will win in the end—of
that I am sure—and we shail begin our new life, Hildred, to-day.”

She had clasped her hands together, and she looked at him with pitcous |
entreaty. i

" I{vish," she said, *that you would tell me what to do first. 1 could
goon if I only knew how to begin.”

He smiled gravely.

 Pethaps you would think my first lessoa 2 very hard one,” he said. .

“1 will do what you tell me, Raoul, let it be what it may."” :

“ Then I shall suggest this. You wish to make a little advance—noth- ;
ing very marked, but some trifling act of civility that will make amends,
and show vour desire to be what children call * friends.' *’

He did not know what an cflort it cost her to say “ Ves,” but she did
say it, and she meant it.

“Then this is what I suggest. It was about 2 spray of mignonette you
displeased Ulric Jast. Gather some beautiful sprays of it, the finest you
cn obtain, and take them to him. Say quite carelessly, ¢ You admire
miguonette, so I have brought you this."”

o An('i' suppose,”’ said Hildred, * that hie tepays me in kind by throwing
it away?

“ Never mind—courage and patience must b your watchwords. Ah,
Hildred, after ali, our likes and dislikes should have little to do with our:
duties 1 You will not be alonc in your struggles ; 1 shall watch over you, !
I shall help you, and sympathy is sweet."” ;

She caught his hand and kissed it. He saw her face clear, and a bright
camest light shine in her eyes.

“Do you kunow, Raoul,” she said, “ that 1 feel happier even now before
I have begun. 1 did not like the thought of runving away ; therc was
something very cowardly about it. Now 1 «hall nevor think of it again. I
shall endure 10 the very end. 1 am happicr even for the resolve. 1 have
something to live for—

*S v ¥ive for, 1 Ingin:
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1

Lmust be more patient than i tience itself. 1 must be humble ; all vanity ¢
and sclf-ostcem must Jeave me before I begin the task that you liave set me. |
I must rise from the commonplace to the hicroic, and say 1o myself, it is for |
the good of 2 hwuman soul.”

“Hildred, you do not know how often I have longed to speak 10 you

about this,” he remarked—* to help you, to advisc you ; and now that you | _

have given me the privilege 1 ahall not be slow to avail myself of it.”
{ To be continual.)
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