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A CLAIM TO FRENCH ROYALTY.

Tho story of a olaim to heirship to tho

crown of Franco is rovived by tho Dasly
Telegraph.  ** On tho 9th of Juno, 1795,
snys tho Telegraph, “in tho prison of the
Tomple, at Paris, died a lad ten yearsof ago,
known to tho world, first as Duko of Nor-
mandy and Dauphin of Franco ; then, aftor
his father's doath upon tho scaffold, as tho
boy citizen Xouis Capet ; and in lator yoars
—vwhen the King camo to his own again—
described by loyal adherents of the monar.
oby as Louis XVII. of tho royal House of
Bourbon. So runs tho record of history,
taught for somo threo-quarters of o century
in oyaty sohool of Europo. Uf alt tho cha-
ractors in the bloody drama of the Reign of
Torror, that of the ohild-prince who dragged
out tho last yoars of his short lifo as the
drudgo and servantof Simon the Jailer, who
was forced by blows and cuffs to sing the
hidoous lays of tho Ravolution, and whodied,
dono to death by brutal cruelty, is surely the
most pitlable. Over tho story of his fato
Zoneration after gonoration of children has
shod its facilo tears. And now, oddly
enough, wo aro asked to boliove that the
Dauphin died only ten yoars ago, and that,
till long uftor tho birth of the Prince Im-
perial thero lived a man who, according to
the law of divine right, should have been
tho King of Franco. It is from tho other
sido of tho Atlanticthat thisstrange demand
is mado upon our faith. Tho story is not
altogother now, but cortain facts which have
recently come out serve to revive tho inter-
cst in o talo noteworthy by virtue of its
vory atrangoness, In 1855 an Episcopalian
clorgyman, named Eleazar Williams, died in
tho State of New York. For 20 years beforo
his death thisguiet obscure minister had as.
sorted his claim to bo the long lost Louis
XVIL Throughout his lifotime ho met with
fow believers, but sinco his death various
attorapts have beon made in America to
vindicate his ¢ aims; andwithin tholast fow
weoks a Elergyman of considerable emineno
in the Empire City has brought forward nesw
evidence, which, in his judgment, is conclu.
sive as to the idenlity of Eleazar Williams
and the sometime Dauphin.

What little there is to toll respecting the
provious lifo of the claiment to the throne
of France can bo told simply cnough.  Ac-
cording to common fame and report, Lo
was theson of a Canadian backwoods squat.
tor called Williams and an Indian squaw.
About tho commencoment of the century,
tho lad, being then apparently about 14
years old, was sent—why or wharefore has
nover been clearly ascertained—to Massa-
chusetts to be oducated. Brought up tothe
ministry, he in 1816 went as a missionary to
« tribo of Indiansliving near OneidaCreok,
where Father Noyes and Mr. Dixon's friends
of tho Pertoctionalist persuasion have since
had their abode. The march of civilisation
drovo the Indians from their old hunting
grounds:; and their pastor travelled wes-
ward with tham as far as Wisconsin. Tt ~ro
ho lived for many years, marned. had chi-
dren, and tohis ministenal functions added
the vindication ofcertain claims put forgard
by the tribo against the Federal Government.
‘Fowards tho Intter portion of his sojourn in
tho West ho bogan also to assert tho oxis-
tonco of somo strauge conncetion betweon
himself and tho Houso of Bourbon. Ho had,
by chance, an interniow with tho Princo de
Joinville, who was then making tho tour of
tho States. Ho spghed for somo books to
louis Philippe, which that good-natured
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monarch sent him, with a civil letlor ; and|
upon this and similar cvidenco ho built aj
beliof that the Royal Family of Franco teok
an espocial interest in his fortuncs. Ho as.!
sorted, possibly with truth, that ho recollec.
ted nothing whatover of his childhood, and,
that Ins lifo had been o blank till the time.
whon ho first loft tho Indians, whon, afters
sustaining n sudden fall, ho seemed to shako
off the lothargy which had proviously para. |
lysed his mental facultics. It was not, how.
ovor, till i848—that is, till ho was past sixty
~-that ho brought forward any distinct claim
to boe of royal birth. In that year ho pro-
duced o lottor, purporting ta contain the
death bed confession of an old Fronch re
fugee who had just died at New Orleans
This confession, given in articulo morlis, do-‘
clared that the writer had brought the Dau-

phin, as a child, to Amorica, had placed him
with tho Williamses, and had hitherto been
compelled to maintsin absolute silonce on
tho subject, in consequenco of a solemn oath
rot to divalge the sccret until the approach
of death. Tho slory was very remarkable,
and thero wore not wanting sceptical persons
who affirmed that tho whole confession was
concocted by the Rov. Elcazar himeelf.  On
tho strength of this alleged discovery, Wil-
linms wont to New York, with tho view of
provailing upon somebody to tako up his
claim. But tho times were out of joint; tho
ghort-lived French Republic was obviously
approaching its end; and tho rovarsionary
intorest of aisher Bourbons or Orleanists
seomed worth so very littlo that not oven
Mr. George Francis Tramn could bo pe-suad-
ed to run Capot-Williams for tho throne of
France. Thero was no market for the Pro

tostant claims of Louis XVII.; and Williams,
notwithstanding that ho signed his letters
L. C., could not find a backer. So, failing
to assort Ins royalty, he botook himselfagain
to tho ministry, and scught to earn a living
onco more 2s an Episcopalian clergyman.
From timo to timo he endeavoured to rovive
the interest which his story had created, by
statements of unsuccessful attompts to
poison him, which emissaries of theimperial
government had made, and by rumours of
mystorious overtures from Twickenham and
Froshdorf. But, in Yankeo phrase, he was
“played out; ™ his pastoral fees foll oft; ho
sank into extremo proverty, went back to
Ius old Indian friends, and died, declaring
with us last breath his belief that he was in
very truth the Dauphin of France.

Par axp R Kinae.~Frederick tho Groat
of Praussias had a great mania for enlisting
gigantic soldiers into the Royal Guards, and
paid an enormous bounty to his recruiting
officers for getting them.

Cne day a recruiting sergeant chanced to
spy an Hibernian who was at least seven
feet high, and supposing ho had a good
subject made an offer, when the following
sceno took placo.—

*But unless you can speak German, the
King will not give you so much.™

«Qh,” said Pat, **sure it's I that don’t
know a word of German.”

* But,'" said the sergeant three words will
be sufficient, and theso you can learn in n
short time. The king knows overy man in
the Guards. As soon as ho sces you he will
nido up and ask you how old are you? you
will say twenty seven.  Next how long you
have Leen in tho service? you must say
three weeks. Finally if you are provided
with clothes and rations? you answer both.”

Pat learned to proncunce his answers, but
never deeamt of learning tho questions. In
threo wocks ho appeared beforo the king,

King after ho undorstood tho fucts of 1, R
case. :

of Royal Engincors now at Chatham, we,
drawn up to witness tho prosentation of ¢ SN

distributed by Major-Ueneral Simmons,

His Majesty rodo up to him and said—

Y

—

* How old are you "'

“Throo woeks,” said tho Irishmauy,

“How long have you boen in thoservicy

“Twenty soven yoars.'

* Am ] or you a fool ¥’ roared tho ki

“BothI' replied Patrick, who was so;, 8
m the Guard room, but pardoned Ly, 8.

MISCELLANEQUS.

Tus AnyssINIaN Mrpars.—~On Saturdayy, i
wholo of the officers and men in tho coy, B

vor medals for services ren_dored duning 1, I
Abyssinian campaign. Tho modals iy, 3B

Itisreported that Marshal Niel will roeeiy, R
a uitlo of nobility in recompenso for {he . JE

ergy and skill ke has displayod in reorgan,.
ing tho army, and tho question is asky iR
whother ¢ tho Duko of Chassopot®™ woyy BB

not seund well, and bo a particularly appy. %

priate recompense for his services.

A circular has been issued from the vy B
Offico to the Lord-Licutenants of Countie, EEE
reminding them that Volunteors in uniforn
aro prolbited from taking part in any ;.. §
tical demonstration or party meoting; an; S
further, that Volunteers aro not to assenm): B
their corps for drill, or forany other purps,
botween thoe issue of the writ and tho tery; Ji8
nation of the clection in any county » 8
borough near their head quarters.

A SexmiNel SHOOTING IS SRRGZANT iy REE
Conrrorat wrtat OSR Snor.~—The Independan
JBelge reports the following fotal occurrens
~At the Camp of Beverloo tho sentine o
duty on Saturday last, seeing threomen 3 S
pronching him, cried out** Qui rre," i f
Teceived no answer. e fired at a distan, J98
of 75 paces, and with tho oneshot kilod i |8
sergeant and corporal, who wero going th:y SlE
rounds. Tho third soldier ran and reporty [
what had occurrod. In afow minutes iws S
found that tho Albini rifle ¢ did wonde~ B

ExrLoyMENT OF EvROPEAN SovsRrEley:—
The Paris correspondent of the Pall ¥
Gazctle says, —\Vhilst the King of Prusi » 4B
inspecting iron turrots destined to defer! B
Culogne, Mayence, and other tawne an (1 gl
Rhine, in case of an attack bv French gun
boats, the French Emperor has detormize
to prolong his stay at Chalons, and is tuy SR
studying modified Chassopots and Mortms [
cavalry pistols. Tho Ganluis says thatttx: 3

orsons who beliove in adurable peace nizy, Bl

o very simplo. L

Tae ReovorioN or THE Prussiasjirvr-
Tho Prussian note, by which tho French G
vernment was mado awaro of reductioniz [
tho Prussian army to the oxtent of 120/ S
men, is obiaining a receptionwhichdeserss S
and twill continuo to deserve, attention s 3K
semi-official journals correctly understz! S
it as a challenge to ti.e French Governzey B
to {ollow 50 good an oxample, and ke 2 BB
in very ill part. Tho extrnordinary ot BN
tion is mado that the King of Prussiaisezr N
reducing his army to save oxpense =¢ B
that were not o desirablo object alike 3 §i§
France and Prussia. Motives apartbowere S
apy reduction in the cffective of the gw BB
armies of Europo givos an assuranco Ud SN

caco will not be disturbed twithout s AN

ittlo warning. Tt is remarkablo thtx #B
these days great Europoean wars aroains N8
invaribly preceded by 2 disputo aboat
tentions, and by mutual challenges to ¢+ S
arm.— Daily Newcs. >



