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COLONEL MIDDLETON 0N 0OUTPOST | long .
. weuvres, when tho want of a stimulus in tho
shapo of tho onemy's fire, is mado up by the

puUtTY,
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wished for systea of antumn man.

By the kindners of Colonel Muldleton, tho , sharp, but generally jus‘t. pen of the news-
superintendent of Garrison [ustruction, we, paper correspondent,  That in time of war
are cnabled to give tho full test of the vory , we can soon make good outpost soldiers, i3
interesting lecture on cutpost Daty deliver- easily proved by roferring to tho records of

ed by him to Voluntecroflicors, at the Royal

United Service Institution, on the 22ad
Feburary :—

Mp, Presidentand Geutlemen.—The sub-
ject of my lectureis ¢* Gutpo t Duty, © Now

the Peninsular war. Deocker, & Prussim
staft officer, and a wiitor of somo note, in
1822, ina work entitled ¢ Ia Potito Guerre”
wiites as follows .—* Tho English to this
very day carry out tho duty of outpoats with

to any of you who have at all studied this; grens pedantry ; in‘gcneml, they have only
subject, ns doultless Jately many of you, & very superiicial iden of the use of light
have, it must be evident that tu condense| troops. Thus, in tho wars in the Peninsula
all connccted with this important pait of, they employed oxclusively their German
tactics into ono night's lectmo would bo n, troops for this duty.” lla also says that in
feat in homowpathy which I for ono am cer-, making your disposition of outposts, the

tainly not going to attempt. I proposo
therefore to treat tho subjyect moro with
the view of drawing your attention to
its great importanco and general prn-
ciples. Outpost duty may justly be
termed * high art®  as regards tho dulics
requrired of a soldier in the ficld, For its

character of your adversary is o considera
tion of somo influence. For instance, hie ro
marks, in that respect—yiz., outpost duty—
it is said, * The Frenchman is brave, the
Austrian troublesome, the Russian danger-
ous (on account of his numcrous Cossacks)
the Spaniard lazy, and the English dull;

due and proper perforance, perfect discip- | whilst the German is docile, full of _z’cal' anc
line, great mtelligence, thoughtfulness, ae-; good will, and learns everything.” That
tivity both of mind und body, presence of | there was some littlo truth, however, inwhat

mind, self-reliance, unceasing watchfulnesss

and 1 need hardly ndd courage, are required

added to which certain physical qualities are
almost mdispensible, such as goud eyesight.
acute hearing and bodily strength; and 1
may almost say that all these qualities, to a
greater or lesser extent, should be found
notonly in every oflicer, but in every non-
commissioned oflicer and soldier engaged
in this duty, for to themn one and ull, the
protection and safety of the whole army is
entrusted-—nay, perhaps of their country.
As Colonel (now Generaly MacDougall writes
in his book, * The Lheory of War.” an offi-
cer in command of anvutpust should i ari-
ably act as if the safety of the whole army
depended on his indiwvidual vigilance, and
he should impress the same feeling of res
ponsibility on the minds 0" evety one of lus
sentries”’  Moreover, this s aciually  the
case, for 1f one hink ui the chan is Livken
the great olject with which it 15 stictched
may be Jost. Nuw we ato accused of ne
glecting this important part of our profes-
sion, and there iy, I am afriud, summe truth,
or rather has been ntherto, as sceguds ime
of peace, though many officers lave Leen
aware of ils necessity, and have done their
Liest to make others thunk sv—notably the
late Lord Fitzclarence, whose little bovk on
** Qutposts " 1+ well worthy of perusal. In
the wars wo have been engaged in from
time to tume n our colonics, they having
been cither aganst savages, who rarcly move
at night, or against badly disciplined Asiatic
troops, we have not heen forced to carry out
such strict outpost duty as is necessary
when acting agunst an enterprising Euro-
pean cnemy, so that our colonial wars have
not done us much good i that way. In
peace-time wo have, until lately had no op-
portunity of practising outpost duty. The
fact has been that after every European war
the good people of England have begun to
think it must be the last, or that if there
should bLe another, we were suro to have
nothing to do withit. Their interest in the
Army died out and reduction became the
order of tho day. Tho army itself could not
hielp beng influenced by all this, Then the
jealousy with wiuch the civil law watches
and over rides every uct of the military law
tonds to make our peaco soldiering more
like playing soldiers than is tho case with

foreign armies ; henco wo have always re-| p

quired the stern realities of war to awaken
us. Nothing is so likely to remedy this
stato of things as the newly introduced and

Decker said is shown by the fact, generally
admitted, that General Crawford, who com
manded the incomparable light division in
Spain, formed his system of outposts princi
pally from that of tho 1st Hussars of the
German Legion (who wero I believe, ilano-
verians), and who formed part of hisdivision
but that wo exclusiyely employed our Ger-
man auxilaries for outpost duty during the
Pemnsular war is contradicted by the fact
that most of Crawford’s division, which
eventually performed nearly all tho outpost
duty of our army, consisted principally of
Brittsh troops ; nud that they were neither
pedantic or dull in their performance of
theso dulies, let tho answer bo the opera
tions it the tract of country between the
Poa and Agueda in 1810, whero the light
division, consisting of never moro than 3,500
infantry SOU cavalry, and sixlight guns, held
a tract of country, with at first a front of
forty mules,for four months,in face of two en-
tire corps of the FrenchArmy under Massena.
When we went to the Crimea I am afraid
we had forgotten most of our Penirsular
ontpost kncwledge. The Russians say that
their spies could always penetrato the Eng:
lish lines easier than the Irench, and at
Inkerman we wero nearly aurprised owing
to our outposts failing in their duty. To-
wards the end of the Crimesn War, as usual,
wo werp neaily perfect. Altogether, then,
it may beconcluded that we have never ex-
perienced any difficully in making good
soldiers of any description so long as wo had
time onactive service to do so. But shall
we have that time ? No, we shall not; and
this is & fact which should be brought home
to oyery Englishman be he soldier or be he
cvilian, Colonel Chesney, in his admirable
lecture on the “study of Military Decision
in timo of Peace,’’ delivered at this Institu.
tion May 5, 1871 says on this point, as des
cribing the process by which Wellington
formed tho Peninsular Army—viz, by
tho pressure of actual experience in the
ficld—** Such was tho manner in which
the Army of the Peninsula was formed,
But its formation in that way, 1 take leave
to say, has been in ono senso a real national
msfortune to our country,” because, he
goes on to say “ you aro censtantly mot with
the objections ’* to Armyreform, ¢ Why do
you require army reform when we had so
crfect an army in tho Peninsula ?” lIo
adds that it cannot Le too often or too clear-
ly declared that noEnglish genoral will ever
again havo tho time to form an army in that

Wollinglon had., In tho old days, whon
wars lnstod for yenrs, wo weroablo to expond
n year or 50 in_loarning our work, and the
results gonoraily crowned us with victory,
butlat alieavy cost, as Sir Willlam Napier
forciblyand eloquedily puts it in_his ¢ His

tory of tho Peninsular War,: #In the be

ginning of each war England hos to seele in
blood tho knowledge necessary to insure
success, nnd liko tho Fiend's progress to

wirds Eden, his conquering courseis through
chinos, followed by death.” In these days.
however, owing to tho greatly incrensed at
tontion which is paid to the sclenco of war,
tho vast improvements in the precision and
rango of all arms, tho 18pidity of movements
causged by tho usc of stean and tho electric
tolegraph, wars no longer drag on their
weary length year after yoar. Wo havoseen
of lato four European wars, tho longest of
which was of scarcely n year's duration, and
which prostrated two of the great Powersol
Europe. Ience. it Is evident that in future
campaigns, every man, officer or soldier,
must tako the field learned in tho art of war
so far ns it can bo taughtin timo of pence,
and to what perfection that teaching can bo
carried wo have in tho late exploits of the
Prussian Army & “tnost convincing j. n*
‘That we in this country have resolved th..
in future England shall not have to seek in
blood, the knowledge necessary to insuro
success in war, isapparent from the efforts
of Government, backed by the genoral opin

ion of the country, especially of late; and it
only remains for all of us who constituto the
military forces of Great Britain to second
theso cfforts with that hearly zeal and e
tormination which is so characteristic of our
nation when ongagdd in what we know and
feel to bo right and necessary. If we only
do this, I for one, certainly fearnot the re
sult of our meoting the armies of any power
in existenco, whilst wo have right on our
side, and without that, I think there is little
fear of Great Britain ever enteringiuto a war
with Xing or Kaiser, and I might add, in
these Republican days, with President eithe:
Now, I bavo alrcady given you to under
stanad that of all duties, outpost duty is the
most important and diflicult. owing to so
much being demanded from those wuo un

dertako it, and as requiring, 1 think moro
practice: and it scems likely that in future
wars theso dutics more than ever will be en
trusted to picked troops specially selected,
andwhenl say picked troops, I do not mean
picked out for height or smartness of appear-
ance, or beeauso belonging to tins or that
regt., but because they possess those quali
ties which I have already enumerated as
necessary {o make a good outpost soldier.
Some of these qualities, Iwill allow, can only
be ascertained in actual warfare—the othen
can be as well ascertained in peaco time, °
much moro than with regard to other opera
tions ; and for this reason: When bodies of
men are moving against each other in peace
timo the true test of good performance,
owing to the absence of real fighting, i
wanting ; whereas, in the case of outpost
duty, actual fighting is & small part of the
tost ; quickness and correctness of eyo in
seizing advantageous cover ard ground,
ability in disposition, and obtaining informa-
tion of the enemy's movements, being the
most imporiant part of the duty, a kanow
ledge of which can only bo obtained by con

stant practice, and thair performance can
almost bo as well estimated in peace tune a3
in war tme. For this reason I should like to
seo in our autumn mancouvres some practi

cal attempts mado to test tho outpost duty
knotwledgo of both officersand men, by mor-
ing ono force against another without any

provious warning.



