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TIIE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

PRESENTATION T0 LIEUT-COL. MC-
EACHERN, C. M. G.

A very plensing incident occurred in the
18t Brigade at tho Laprairie Camp on the
evening of the 6th inst. This was apro
sentation by thoe officers and members of the
.Irontier Riflo  Association of a dress sash,
sword belt, sword knot, and lace for trousers
and cap numerals, to Lieut -Colonel Me-
Eachern, C. M. G. Commanding 50th Hun-
tingdon Borderors, for his eflicient and in-
valuablo services as Secretary Treasurer
fi ‘m thoe formation ¢f tho Association in
1865. A number of tho officers of the bri-
gademot for the purpose in front of the
mess tent of the 2Ist Battalion, Lieut..Col,
Fletcher, C. M. G. Presidont, in presenting
the articles, made a very appropriate speech
alluding to Colonel McEachern's well known
sorvices as Secretary, and as a voluu-
teer officer on the frontier during tho
Feman troubles. Ile wasseconded by Liout,
Colonel Rogevs, Major 3dcNaughton, and
otbers. Lieut.-Colonel McEachein replied
in & suitable manner, stating that he felt
ho was not worthy of the honor con
ferred upon him. The Band of the 6ith!
wero present, and played some of their best
pieces between the speeches. Lieut.-Col.
Marchand, 2lst, and Capt. P. Smith, 60th
Battalion ; and Lieut.-Colonel Miicer, 52nd
Battalion, also expressed their cordial con-|
gratulations to the gallant Colonel and their
mod wishes for the prosperity of the Asso
ciation. Captain Sixby and several others
enlivened the meeting by singing somo
good patriotic songs and choruscs, after
which the Company were invited to partake
of a bountiful supply of refreshments laid
outin the tent. ‘T'he articles are of silver
and scarlet lace and svere imported by
Messrs Savage and Lyman.—S¢ Jolns News.

CORRESPONDENCE.

{The ELiior dves not hold hemself responsible for
individual expressions of opinon in communi-
cations addressed (0 the VOLUNTEETt REVIEW. )

To the Editor of the VoLUNTEER ReviEw.

Sir,—In your notice, (I cannot say your
answer) of my letter in the Globe of the 14th
instant, you say that ‘¢ it is quite useless for
‘Kanuck' or any one eclse, to challenge a
notorious fact of History. The militia bill
became law on the 1st Oct, 1368, under its
provisions, the present force has been or
ganized, any previous organization was mere-
iy provisional.”” Now if you may remember
the statement you made, which called forth
my letler, was that on Col. Ross’ appoint-
ment, the force * might be said to have had
hardly an existence, and most certainly no!
the shadow of erganization.”

Now as you quote notorious facts of his-
tory, lot me quote a few. Col. McDougall
was appointed Adjutant General I think, in
1865,~in 1866 ho arranged the divisional
districts, and appointed tho assistant and
deputy assistant Adjutants General, provi-
sionally to the same districts that they now
hold, with ono oxcoption.

On the first of Oct. 1868, as you say the
new law came inlo force, on the same day the
Donunion was divided into nine mili ary dis-
tricts, and Col. McDougall ro gazetted Adju-
tant General. On the 23rd Dec. 1868, the

deputy Adjutants General were gazetted to

their present appointments, excepting Col,
Jarvis, who was reappointed ashort timo
alterwards. On tho 19th Jan, 1869, the
brigade divisions wera gizstied, and their
bounds fixed. On the 20th Jan. 1869, n
great number of the Reserve Militia wero
gazetted, and wweve being gazetted continu-
ally for two or threa months following. ‘n
tho Gth Feb. the great bulk of the old Volun-
teer Forco were ro-gizetted just as they woro
beforg. On the 23rd Feb. 1869, tho enroll
ment of tho Reserve Militin was commenced
and carried on during the following two or
threo months,  On tho 20th Ieb. 1869, Col.
McDougall sent in his resignation on the
4th May, it was aceepted, and on the 2ud
July 1869, his successor was gazotted ashav-
ingarrived in Canadaand assumed the con-
mand.

Now Sir, theso are * notorions ficts,” and
in the face of them you say the force had
not the shadow of organizition, when Col.
Ross assumed command. I challenge you
again as I challenged you in my last, to
point out what portion of the organizition of
the force Col. Ross had been the aathor of.
And I do so because it could not fail to Le a
reflection on Col. McDougall, if after four
years command of the Forco “it had hardly
an existence and most cerlainly not the’
shadow of organization.”

I may remarl, for your information, that
my writing as I do, cannot be a breach of
discipline, as I am not connccted with the
Force in any capacity, and do not recognize
Col. Ross as my superior. Nor is it on per-
sopal grounds, for I never conversed with
him in my life, never had anything to do with
him, and if he sawme to .y I donot believo
he could tell my name. .

Col. Ross, I am told, never in his life com.
manded a brigade until he was appointed
Adjutant General. He had tho same oppor-
tunities of learning brigade moyements that
our Yolunteer Colcnels have, namely, by
study, by looking on at field days, and by
comaanding a battalion in Brigade drill;
and 4« cannot seo why our higher Volunteer
officers are incapable of criticizing his con-
duct. I saw atonce at Niagara that he was
2 novice, and that the camp at a cost of from
£80,000 to $100,000 served merely as a school
to enable him to learn brigade drill, and was
also being used to create political effect in
favor of the Department. I saw him moving
his regiments one at a timo as a child would.
I saw him act so that his two brigades had
nothing to do and learnt nothing, for they
had no chance. I saw that he did not once
exccute & combined movement of the whole
force, or any cansiderable portion of it. That
Lo never changed front tho sixteenth part
of a circle during sixteen days of drilling—
that he never threw out a picket or videtto !
or out-post of any kind. That ho made the ’
cavalry ride up and down in lcag skirmish ¢
lines waving tbeir sabres to and fro lhike |
supes in a fourth-rate theatre, tellng tho
officers it did not matter how it was done it

licism.

would look well and have a good effect. I
wrote an account of it for Lwo purposes, to ox-
posoe the folly of causing the cavalry to mako
fools of themselves i order to humbug civ-
il ins and the press, and to adwvise Cul, Ross
to tako ono small brigade into camp in tho
future until he learned how to handlo it, as
it was clearly evident ho could not manago
two.

Now, I have menttonod facts, and, 1 hold
it requires very hittls capacity to notice them
and publish them. I hopo you will allow
that even a Canadian coulld do that, and I
am willing to leave it to tho military public
whether C'ol. Ross managed the camp well or
unt, and will ask you whether his new style
of cavalry drill is the result of twenty six
years regular experience or not?

Your sneer about only two letters apponr-
ing, anl your comment that this circum
stance shows the satisfaction of the force, is
ensily answered. In tho first place a large
number of letters have appeared—and sec-
ondly, you may know, and if not I do, that
an order was jssued forbidding Volunteers
from writing letters to tho public press criti-
cizing tho management of the Force, or mat-
ters of that nature, and that quite a corves-
pondence ensued on one occasion about a
letter published by a Velunteer of the 10th
Royals in the Globe in contravention of the
order. In fict Ihave been told repeatedly
by Volunteers, Loth officers aud men, that
wy letters were strictly accurate,— that they
were delighted I had written, and many told
mo they would have written themselves to
tho same effect had it not been forbidden.

The officers Col. Ross recommended as
Colonels were all army officers except Col,
Harwood who was never a Volunteer, and if
yo ir principle holds good *hat only army
men can havo capacity to ! now when Brigade
movements aro woll done and other duties
properly executed. How do you reconcilo
your praises of the present condition of the
Forco with the fact that one district, one-.
ninth of tho Domiuion, is commanded by a
man who was nover a Volunteer or army
man? Ob, consistency thou art a jewel!

Lasily, I may tell you, Sir, that your pro.
position that no Canadian Volunteer should
ever bo considered capable of expressiog an
opinion on tho merits of the officers of the
staff will not go down. I can quite agrece
with you that you are not the organ of the
Force, for, if so, you would hatdly endeavor
50 to destroy their self confidence, but it will
not go down. If men liko Gen. Lindsay and
and Colonels Lowry, Wolseley, Jenyns and
McDougall come here tho Volunteers will
know in spite of all you can do or say that
they have good men over them, and if men
like Col. Ross show tliemseives incapable
tho Force, will know it, and tho public will
know it tob and cxpress it. What a paradise
for incapables our Canadian army would be
if your view was held that the previous hold-
ing of a commission in the Regular service
should of itself absolutely preclude all erit-

Yours, &c., #EiNTeR.Y



