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part hinve noted most goricrously; and if
thoy hava agked us to take on our shoulders
o portion of those burdens which thoy deem
our youthful vigor can and should sustain,
thoy have given ue credit for a correspond-
ing quantum Qf intolligence, by throwing
into our hands the undivided control of our
finnnces, By placing tho supreme power in
the hands of our contral Legislature—in a
word, in constituting us a Nation in every-
thing but the name.  What the results of
this great change in our political life may
bo it is ensy to sce. Blessings innumerable
may flow from it, and will, if the personnl
ambition ot political leaders does not ruin
at tho outset tho fairest future ever placed
within & young natiou's veach. OUn the
poople themselves must now depend the
future of the country: andlet no man, how-
ever humblo his puth in life, however ignor.
ant, however lowly ho may deem himself to
be, think that it is no concern of his. 1n
this world nothing is without its use—no
man without a profitable role to play in the
great dranma of life.  As the mighty volume
of the St. Lawrence is made up of butdrops
of water, so is the great torvent of public
sentiment formed of individual opinions.
Legislation of the present has done allit
could to cnsuroe harmony and good-will in
the future; but what success will attend
theso eflorts will greatly depend ou the
spirit in which the representatives of the
various provinces firs® meet ecach other.
The union legalized on paper must be sezled
in sphiit, orit will provo as great a curse as
it will otherwise bo a blessing. Extended
territory, natural capabilitics, and legisla-
tive power will m themsolves prove of litile
value to us unless utilized by feelings of
good fullewship, individual cunergy in cora-
merce, and » conscientious oxercise of the
franchise. To encowrage sentiments of
charitable forbearance, commercial encrgy,
and political probity is now a juramount
duty with every Canadian ; and he is no true
citizen, unworthy of any man’s respect or
attontion, who, to gratify personal ambition
and revenge, would seek in our new politi-
cal life 1o introduce sectional strife or per-
petuate the animosities of the past. The
people of Upper and lower Canada have
had in the “demd look ™ of 1862 asevere
lesson of the expense, confusion and dis-
grace which violent partizanship and un-
serupulous lust for power may at any nunute
produce. Our loyalty impugned in Eng-
Iand, our stock depreciated in the markets
of the world, the usecless expense of a gen-
eral election. thrust on the country, and tho
laws of one moment repelled the next, and
all without asingle advantage to the masses
by whom the inconvenience was suflered,
and from whose pockets the money was
drawn. Of such scenes we have had enough.

We know that a house divided against itself j
cannot stand, and that there are even now . choose of which v « will drink.
abroad among us men endeaivoring to re- 1 will not intluence our daestiny oniy, but that

kindle the almost extinguished embers of | of those who come after us, and it remains
political animosity. We have little fears] for us to say whether future generations will
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that they will succoed if fairly mot by the
honest-minded portion of tho population;
but apathy on tho part of the frionds of
truo union may enable tho derrons of dis-
cord to accomplish their task. The pro-
moters of diacord, political as well as moral.
are prone to be early and earnest at thoir
work, knowing that supotior perseverence
and vigilance alone can give thom success.
It behoves every man to be on his guard
and carnestly at work against them. If in
addition to our own old puerile quarrels
of UppPer Canada aguinst Lower Canada,
scctional disputes from the other provinces
are to be brought into tho new Legislature,
miserable indeed will bo the state of thel
country. Each will in that caso tind they
have taken to themselves wany spirits
worse than the original demon they on-
deavored to cast out, and i siv last
state worso than the first.  Onr vast tor-
vitory may then be ma.e a source of wenk.
ness instead of streng'h, the inhabitants
of each section, hmdering through local
jealousies the progress of the rest, and the
freo action vested in our parlinment corrupt-
ed aud abused by political demagogues.
Against these evils, and the mer, who, for
personal purposes, bring them upon us, wo
must be on our guand, and, ab once stamp
out the destroying lire ol political passion
that they are striving jo kindle.  ‘They must
be mado to know that the new United Can-
ada wants no such fire-brands in the cham.
ber of her rulers . their ileas may suit a
country whero Jgnorance is worshiped and
License confounded with Liberty ¢ but
amongst us who desire to see intelligence
and honesty presiding in our Legislatuies and
Cc s, who aro blessed with the true spirit
of frecedom, they can nolonger have a place.
If, however, we enter into the compact, de-
termined {o let the dead past bury its dead,
td put the best construction on each otlrers
actions and exercise mutual torbearance to
each others failings, (and such, we believe, is
the wish of the great majority of the people)
progress and prosperity in the world's an-
ne's can hardly fail to be ours. For the
talents of our legislators our new existence
openg v lield of uscfulness compared to
which their former limited sphere of action
sinks into insignificance, and if they but ap-
ply their energies aright, will enable them to
take a high position among the statesmen of
the world. As the extent of our resources
tho freaciom of our institutions, and the jus-
tice of our laws become more widely known,
the surplus population of the old world mil
in greater numbers flock tolour teriitory; a
wider scope will be given to the enterpiise
of our merchants, and in every way there
will be opened to us a fair future, which
nothing but our own perversity can destroy.
The cupe of national prosperty and failure
are both presented to us, and it is for us to
Our choce
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rovoro ua for profiting by the opportunities
afforded us, or curse our momory for wilfully
casting awny the good fortune placed within
our grasp.
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Ir will be long before the auniversary of
the Lattle of Ridgewnay is forgotten by tho
peaple of Canada; for insignificant as the
action may appear in the cyes of militery
men, it forms aun episode in Canatian his.
tory not less important to us as a peoplo
than the most terrifio struggles betweon tho
great nation of the world have been to thera.
‘The apathy mto which wo had sunk during
a long period of pence, concerning military
preparation, was dispelled, our loyally, which
semi ropublicans in England had ventured
to asperse was fully vindicatad, and theig
norant masses of the United States wero
furnished with o convineing proof that de-

spite the falsebowds of their domagogues,
there was nothing more dear to tho Cana-.
dian people than the preservation of British
connection aud institutions. While we may
vejoice that these great ends have been ac-
complished at a compacatively small nation.
al loss.we should be wanting in overy feeling
of gratitude and humanity did we not in
some way mark our apprecintion of tho sac.
ritice made by the gallant few who foll be,
neath the invaders fire. ‘I'o tho widow and
orplian wo can never replace the tender hus-
band and afiectionato fathor, to the heart.
broken parent we cannot restoro the ¢ only
son, stricken down in the full vigor of youth,
with a bright career opening before him ;
but, for the credit of ourselves we should
raiso some national token of respect for their
memory. The thought that they have fallen
on a good cause, and that their fellow.coun-
trymen value the sacrifico they have madois
the only comforting reflection which is Jeft
to those, who, in life, loved them. In bring.
ing to completion the proposed fmonument
in Toronto there has been apparont want of
progress far from creditable to us, and for
which no reasonable excuso can be made.
Let those who havo hitherto neglected con.
tributing to the fund for itserection consider
for & moment whose memory it is intended
to commenorate, and in whose defence thoy
fell. Lot them not forget that it was the
alacrity with those brave onesrushed to con-
front the first aggressor that made our foes
understand the true feeling of the Canadian
population, an¢ crushed an attack upon our
rights, which less promptly met might have
Leen longer protracted, and eventually em-
broiled as with the American Government.
To the selfsacrifice made by them we oweit
in » great measure, that o far grester price
of bloodt was not required for the preserva.
tion o1 our hberties, and acknowledgement
of the debt we owe beyond mere tords is
surely due to their memories,
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