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Toronto. Dec 23, 1897

NOTES AND OOMMENTS.

‘To our readers, onc and all, we cordially extend the
Compliments of the Season.

TrE PrReE-uvTERIAN REviBw wishes its many fricnds a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

In the general rejoicing we claim a large place for the
Presbyterian church which has had a year of prosperity and
whose work this year has contributed not a little to the
conditiens of life which emphasize the joys and thanks-
givings of Christmas.

The “ Day " falling on a Saturday services will not be
held in many churches to celebrate the event but the Sab-
bath services on the following day will beappropriate to the
occasion and the collections in many cases will be in behalt
of the poor.

At the regular mecting of the Paris Presbytery beld on
Monday last, an motion of Rev. 1. Cochrane, of Brantford,
Rov, Dr. Torranco  Whe Rev. D, Turrance, of Guelph, was
Nominated. unammously nominated for the Modera-
torship of next General Assembly. Dr. Cochrane, in
the nomination, referred to the long and efficient services
that Dr. Torrance had rendered the Preshytenan Church in
Canada for fifty years, and sad that no one beuter deserved
the honor, or could preside with greater efficiency and dignity
over the General Assembly.

Lividences that the conservatism of China 1s yiclding before
Western and Chnstian assaults are multiplying. A very
significant item has been  communicated
to the Amecrican Rible Socicty by its cor-
respondent at Shanghai.  Herctofore in the exanunation of
students for the master's degree, the questions have been
on literary lines, and limited to the Iterature of China.
This year the impenial cdict directed that the questions to

Progress
in China.
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be asked and answered should relate to matters of import-
ance at the present time.  The following question was rcad
by 10,000 students in one of the examination halls : “What
do you know of the repeopling of the carth by Noah and
his family after the flood? The Pekin examiners who
Iramed this question had been reading the Old Testament,
which is now rccommended as a text-book, and for which
there 1s an increasing demand.  The statesmen of China,
her scholars, and her students are said to be studying the
Bible because it is the classic of Christian countries.

The cable despatches persist in the statement that the
British Government is urged to recogpize the Vatican to the
extent of appointing a nuncio for Great
Britain. It is said that the Duke of
Norfolk, who is Postmaster General in the Salisbury
administration and who ic a devoted Roman Catholic, is
dirccting 2 movement by which Cardinal Vaughan shall
have a seat 1 the House of Lords and represent there the
interests of ins Church.  aAs at present consituted the House
of Lords 15 made up of temporal peers and certain Church
of England digontaries. ‘The Duke of Norfolk's object is
to place the Church of Rome on an equal footing with the
Church of England as faras Cardinal Vaughan is coancerned.
This would necessitate a change in the law of the realm,
which would causc a turmoil in Britain, or that the Cardinal
be made a peer in his ewn right in the temporal classification,
an casier thiag to do. Whether his grace of Norfolk
possesses sufficient influence in the cabinet or not to
carry out his plans, the ract that cfforts in that direction
have been ersistently made shows that the Roman
Catholics arc: alert as usual and alive to the interests of
their Church.

Romeo in
Great Britain.

A Memorial Fund to the Rev, Dr. J. Hiles Hitchens, late
President of the British Society for the Propagation of the
Tho Dr. Hitchens' (0spel among the Jews, has been opened
Memorial by the Church at Eccleston Square, Lon-
don, S. W., and any contributions will be gladly reccived
and acknowledged by Rev. E. Theodore Hitchens, 9o
Gloucester strect, Belgravia, S. W. The proceeds of the
Fund will be chicfly devoted to a Meinorial Tablet on the
walls of the church in which Dr. Hitchens ministered for
twenty-six years.

The great wotk being done by the Presbyterian Hospital,
New York, was once again cvidenced to by the reports
Prosbytorian presented to the annual wmeeting the
Hoapital Work.  other day. The large number of 23.600
persons, representing almost every trade and profession,
and ncarly all nationalities, received medical or suigical
treatment in the different departments of the hospital during



