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tamiliar with them, or thay he despised thera as a mere knowing
of Christ ** after the fieah.” But the faoct s that he overywhore
assumes this knowledgo on the pars of his readers. To pereons
ignorant of the life and teachings of Chriat, the Epatles of Paul
would be incomprehensible, Furthormoroe, tho gencralimpression
of Christ loft by » reading of theeo Epistles oorresponds aocurately
with that produced by a reading of the Gospels themselves.

Paul's viow of the rovelation ocontained in the Old Testament
had boen rovolutionized by tho now revalation that had come to
him through Christ. The old covenant wag obsolote. Its aneffici.
cnoy in proouring ealvation having boen demonstratod, shoald 1t
then ba thrown ssids as worthless? No. I$ remained for Baul to
show how they were rolated. Tho Iaw was a preparation and
tharoforo transient, the Gospel was tho fulfilment and therefore
permapent. The one was the sbadow, the cther the saubstance.
Sanl's preparation for his work demsanded accordingly a new
interpretation of the old Teatament from the point of view of
Christ 28 1ts completion and goal. 0ld ideas and new revelations
wore roorganized and combined into a logical system whioh gave
to Christianisy a foundation 1o reason ss well a8 in faith, Btep
by step, through long ard painfal struggles, ho wrought out this
transoondent resuls under tho :nspiration of tho Almiskey.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lrssox 1.—PrTER Workize MizacLes.—APpRIL 4.

(Acts 9. 32-43.}

Goroxx Texr—**Jesus Christ maketh thes whole.”—Acta ix. 34,

TiMz axD Pracz—A.D. 40; Lydda, twenty-five miles north-
wort of Jerusalem : Joppa. ten miles aorth-woest of Lydda.

InTropreTIoN.—~OOr last lesson in the history of the early
church recounted the conversion of Saul, whose carecr of persecu-
tion was thus arrested. For reasons that do not appear in the
recerd, and which can only bo surmised, the fleroe persecution, in
which Saul had been 30 promincat, was for a time arrested, and the
charches had rest and were multiplied. Tho seed sown by the
scattorod disciples had taken root, and producod an abundant
harvezt, and in our lessoa to-day we find Peter engaged in visiting
the churches thus established.

VsrsE BY VErsz,—V. 82. ** All quarters.”—The different por-
tions of Judea where tho Gospel had been preached. ¢¢ Saints.”—
Holy, or consecrated cnes. A terin carly applied to tho disciples
of Christ. *¢Lydda.”—Soe place.

V. 33. ** Enoas.”"—Tho name is Greek, and ho was probably of
that oation or & Grecian Jew. Ho was doubtlesa a believer in
Jesus. ' Pabiy.”~—A contraction or paralysis, a disoase which,
in this case, readered the man helplese,

V. 34, ** Josus Christ maketh thee whole."—Peter makes no
claim to healing power himself, he is only the instrument of divine
power. ‘‘ Aroso immediately.”~Showing that bhe was fully
reatored.

V. 35. ¢t Saron, or Sharon.”~—This was the district of country
in which the city of Lydda was located. It was a plain oxtending
along the coast from Joppa to Cosarea, about thirty milea. ¢* Turned
to the Lord.""—The attontion of all was turned to the Lord Jeaus,
and maoy believed.

V. 38, *“*Joppa.”—See place. ** Tabitha-I rcas."—The first
namo is Aramaic, and tho second Greek; both aignify the same
thing—a gazells. ** Alins-deeds.”—Deods of charity to the noedy.

V. 38. ** Sent unto him,””—Yeter was sent for, no doubt, with
the hope that the miracle of the restoration of Ensas might be
followed by a groater ono in the raatoration of Doroas.

V. 39. **Coats and garments which Dorcas made."—That is,
which she had made for others—the poor and needy about her.

V.40. * Pat them ! forth.”—As Jesus {Mark v, 40) ; a3 Elisha
{iv.33) **Prayod.~ Vr thereatoration of Darcas. **Openedber
cyos . . . satup.”"—Reatored to lifs.

V.41 **Throughout all Jopps.”—Joppa was a large city, but
the news of such an event s0on tpread over it.  ** Many belisved in
the Liord.”"—The miraclo was a teatimony of the truth of the goapel
of which Peter and the saints of Joppa proached.

V. 43. ** Tarried many days.”—How long can ozly be conjec-
tured, perhaps a year.

Tnotartt.—Tho mision e Christianity is %o do good to the
bodios and sculs of men. The apoatle Peter, like his divino Mas-
ter, songht opportanities to help Lis fellow.men. He found his
way, when ho entered into a pew place, into ths homes and
sanciaary cf the sainte. He went there always to oomfors, to ex.
hort, and to raprove. Christ came 30 seck and to save. His
religion 18 bensfcisnt. The biographical sketch of Doroasis very
br.e!, bat comprebensive. Two pen.atrokes desdribed the super
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natural workmanship in Doroas—aho wa a disciple and & saint,
She was Mary and Martha in one. As a disciple, she sut at Joaus’
foet, and confessod him before men; ss a saint she served Jesus
in sorviog His afflicted ones, and in the conseoration of her pos.
scssions, timo and oapabilities to Christ. She did not sack for
honor or position in tho oburch, bud being full of lovo, sympathy
and benefloence, she gave coats, garments and, no doubt, food and
fuel to God’s poor. Sho presents a model wortly the imitation of
every godly woman.

The power of Christianity is seen in the rocovery of Encas to
completo hoalth, and the restoration of Tabiths to life, Peter said
to Enecas, * Jesus Obrist maketh thee whole,* and to Tabitha,
** Arise.”” The former arose immediately and mede his bed, whilo
the Iatter ** open her eyes and sat up.” This power was not in the
apostle, but he was the channel by which it was applied, I$ was
tho powor of Christ, It was derived from bhim by faith, Eness
wan a hopeleas invalid, He oould not restore himasslf, and no
human physician oonld ie¢storo bim. Yet! he desired to bo made
whole. Just as he was, he trusted in the power of therisen Christ,
and the work was done. Dorcaa had passed beyond human hslp,
She had bus reached the prime of lifo, and her illness was, iz all
probability, brie? but violent. She could not exerciss faith for
herself. Bho could not present hersel? to Pater. Neither of thess
things was a nooensity. Power belongeth nnto God. All power in
given unto Jesus, and i was {aith in His power shas led Pater to
pray. The bereaved friends dwelt upon their loss, end recounted
the good deeds of their departed sister. Peter's faith claimed her
roatoration. He presentod the cass alone before God, and in tho
name of the Lord Jesus bade the gaind arire. Her caso was nos
dependent upon human skill, any more than tbat of Eneas, but
upon the soversign and miraculcas power of Jesue. Hehad pqwer
over death. Ho had the keya of death and hell, and for His glory
Dorcas was made alive again. When He bad restored her to life,
Poter presented her unto her friends. The power restain Christ;
tho instrumonts are his sincars believers.

Tho inflasnce of Christisnity is noticad in the expressions
. wned to the Lord,” v. 85, *&nd many belisved in the Lord,”
v. 42. The fama of these two miraclos spread throughont all that
region. Ths multituds throngsd to see the restored paralytio and
the risan benelaciress. Then openly they took their stand with
the Church of Christ. Tke nsws thrilled the Charch with joy,and
Lydda and Joppa with wonder. Such manifestations of the
power of Christianity produoed great zevivals in these two cities,
Wheorever Christianity folfila its mission and displaye its power,
thoe effect will bs ssan in tho conversion of many to its principles
and dootrines. Tho greatest miracle wrought throngh the power
of Christ is the conversion ol a sonl. It proves the power divine.
It reveals hia love surpassing ; and exalts His name above every
other name. It establishes His kingdom in the carth. It saves
men ivom the power of sin, and leads them in the way everlasting.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY RELDINGS.

First Day—Jesus Caring the Palsy—Mark ii, 1-12.

Sooond Day—Jesus Raising the Dead—Luke vii. 11.16
vili. 41.56.

Third Day—**Ths Works that I do shall hs do.""—John
xiv. 1.14,

Foarth Dsy—'*Endaed with Power from on High.’—Luke
xxiv. 44-58.

Filth Day—Peter Healiog the Lamo Man—Acts i, 1.16,

Sixth Day—Peter Working Miracles—Acts ix. $2-43.

Prarxr MzxTiva Toric; April 4—Lrssoxs rrox Cnzyr's

saricLxs—Matl. xii, 2.6 ; Jokn xiv. 8-14.

CHRIST'S MIRACLES.

The change o water into wine was tho first miracle which_
Jesus wrought. It is » miracls ol transformation, and foro
shadows ths whole character ot His public mission and ministry,
His work was and is now, to convert sinners into saints, to turn
grief into joy, to elevate earth to heaven. -

1t was, morcover, & wiracls of feative joy and gladcese, and
chows io striking contrast to tho Mossiolaw cf cozdempation,
that Christianity is » religion of life and peace. It zelievearot
only the pressnt need, bat provides an abundant supply for all
tho futore. Christ gives = a King, and with more than royal
munifioenoe, enough and to spare for svery one that thirsteth.

Christ signifioantly bagan His miraclas in the bosom of a
family. Ths!amily is the first inatitation of God on earib, and
the nursery of Charch and Btste, whoss all o ral reforms ot
society mamal begin.



