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NDEPENDENT.

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON,
Sunday, Jan. 2,
Zacuaniax aNv Evizaneean, — Lukoe 1.5-17.

GorLory Trat.—* And thoy woere both
righteous before God, walkiug in all tho
commandmonts and ordinunces of the
Lord bluweloss. '—Luko 1:6.,

Commit 13-10.

INTIOCDUCTION,

In turniug from the Old Testument to
the Now, wo shauld bwear in miod that wo
are not turning to u now history, but only

to & luter portion of the same, —unmely, , timo, so_long doforred, had ut length ar

the lhistory of Jesus Christ our andorablo
Saviouraud Lond. During thelast half year
we have been tracing Him and His work
thro.pgh the typical men by whom Hix
Priostly and Modiatorial offices bugnn to
be oxhibited and through the tyvical sac-
rifices by which His sucrificial death for
the salvation of mon began to be fore
shadowed.
we have just left, ix n beautiful nllegorical
history—limited, indeed, but marvellously
full and suggestive xo furas it goes—of our
Lord . and now He of whom the mother
of Joseph uncunsciously prophesied when
she nuumed her son, is to appear in the
pages of that suwe \\'ondmtui history us a
redal living man—the Son of God made
flesh and dwelliug nmmongst us.  1f we who
have studied those lossons have been duly
impressed by the great traths concerning
Chirist ontained in them. we are now pre-
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The story of Joseph, which | then aged people, (xes v. 70 probubly they
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pared t. turn fram theus for u little while, .

and study Hix charmcter and life as ex-
hibited by himself dursg His sojourn n
human tlesh.

LESSON NOTLS,

Luke 1.5 . Hered.—Surnamed  °‘the

(12). /e (Znchariav) was troubled —*dis-
composad,” disturbed by secing such an
unoxpeoted visitor.  Fear foll upon him.
It is natural to feur beings more gloriou:
or more terrible thau oursolves, espocinlly
witon we kuow they huve come from uu-.
other world.

(18).  Sard unto im—probubly spoke to
him iu his own lungusge; at uny rate, if
the lungunge was differont, Zacharius
nnderstood it.  Lear not Zacharias,  So
fur us wo kuow, this was tho fist direet
messags from hoeaven that had come to
mon for four hundred years. Bat God's

rived. Tho Old Kcouomy was about to
couso, 1 new one to be ushered in, and the
Lord whom mon had beou so long expect-
ing, wns suddonly to como to ha temple.
Thy praver s feard.  Doubtless the prayer
roferred to was for n sun.  Probably buth
Zachurins and Elizabeth had prayed many
years for thut blassing ; nud ux they were

hud for some time giveu it up, uud con-
cluded that their pruyer was not to be
nuswered.

But God had trensured up their prayec.
and was about to answer 1t - 7%y dofe
Llizabeth shode hai o sone and thou shult
call his name John, —Johunau -God's gra-
cious gift. :

14, Shalt lueve goy amd gladness,  not
only the joy of buving u son 1 his old age,
m answer W many priyers, but of knowing
that thut son was to be o prophet of the
Mout High God, and the forerauner of the
Saviour of theworld. Wany shall 1cpiiee

-+ have ennso torejoice ™ af Ars brrth. Why?

© come.

Great.” an Edomite, an¢ mado King by

the Rowans. ‘e wonl of pm‘:hccy
1Gen, 19:10 was thus being  fulfilled—
“the sceptre” kingly power was depart-
iug *from vucob” when the Messinh was
revealed. ol Jortaen prist named Aa-
wrsas, of the coire o) i
of Abix, or Abijdi, was the eighth of the

The course

twenty-four courses into whick: Duavid

divided the sons of Anvon 1 Chron. 24:10
‘Those that retired from the captivity
were angain divided  into twenty-four
courses, retaimmg, ns far s possible. ther
ancient name xnd onder : aud cach of these
took the whole temple servics for s week,
Fis st woaeof Lo daulhaor o of daroor.
‘Thus both husband and wife  were of
priestly haenge, 2oz 5ot —+the oath of
the Lord, or ~Gaod hath swora.’

W, Thcy tecre letin rigatrons.—not
merely amidble, or virtuous, hat reghteons
——pious, Jnst. not ouly m thy sight of

Cldeaesa.

Because, through his  preaching, they i
would be led to believe in Him who was to '

o, I shall be great. areat, as the
Heaven-sent messenger who was to pre- |
pire the way of the Lord.—great, as a’
more powerful preachier, probably, than
any that hud ever before appeared,— great,
in his own charcter—isee Matt. 11: 1.
He shall drink neither woine nor strong
drink —tunt is, he shon'd be n Nazante,
or *sepamted one.”  The Nazarites were
usually  sucls by tucir own choice:  we
vead, however, of three who were such
from their hirth. —nmmely, Samson, Sum-
nel, and John.  As the leper was the liv.
g symbol of sz so the Nuzarite was of |
One of the ontvwanl conditions,

~undor the Ol Dispensation, for becoming

a Nazarite, was that be shoald  Jdrenk
nerther wand s stvons ek shadl they
who seek to become * separated ones’

. under the uew, be content with any Jower

men, but 477 an the sizht ofy God who

searchies the heast © and the proof of their
being so i< they were o' diving, act-
g Sul the comandmonts and erdimn

rees, ithimgs onbned, or appointedy o7

the Lord ficmeles, —that In 80 as net to
incur blume or eensure.

(70 Iney hada s chod. God had par-
posed in His own time to give thew noson
—a prophet son, the Lord's forcmnne
and messenger, Malo 310 and ho was
preparing them  through patience  amd
submission to His will to be the parcats
of such u child,

S Jad 12 can o pag Ao We are
told that, at the tune of the oftering of -
cense, Jitee persans were cmployed, und
the particulsr work of cich was decided
by lot. One had to renmwove the ashes of
the former offering : wuother to bring .
and place on the altar of incenso the pan
contauning coals taken from the altar of
bumt offening. and the tlurd to seatter
incense on the conls, and while the smoke
was ascending to offer intercession for the
people.  This last service had, on this
particular Jay, fallen to the lot of Zacha-
rias.

N The sehole mndtstude . - . prasing
sathout,—that is outside thoe court {ront-
g the temple, in which stood the aitar
of burnt offering. 12 2he ime of inmense.
Incensc was offered twice overy day along
with the morning and evening sacritice,—
that is at 4 a. m. andat 3 p.m.

(11). There appeared unto him an an-
gel of the Lord.  This was the hour of in-
tercessory prayer—a favorablo moment
for meoting God's messeuger.  Stamding
af the right (south) side of the altar of -
cense,—that is, facing Zachariss, and be-
twoen bim and tho golden candlestick.
Asnge/—messengerof the Lord.  For the
name and exslted dignity of this angel see
v.19. This was no more appcarance, as
some would have us aup(p;oc. but a real
ferson. He was sent from God to tell
Zachaxias what was about to transpire.

stendard e shall be nlled soith the Holy
Ghost. Ac. Heshould thus be set apart
by God, ina high and pecaliar seuse, for
w specinl and peculiar work.

16, Vany of the idrer of Lsiacd
Gaddd G fwen b the Tesd thetr God - o
Christ.  This was Jiterallv foltilled in the

results of his preaching - JJohn 1: 1542,
AT e shail o bofere fum (Christ .

. John preceded Christ in point of tune, and

results were seen in the case of all those

also in the sense of prepannyg Chnst's way
by his preaching.  /n the sprrat and poieer
o $nee. There was a striking resem:
blance in many respeets between fohn and
Elijal ; and Christ tells us that John = is
the Elies which was for to come”—not
literully 74¢ sasize person. ut ove endued

with the same sprit and power. and doing |
wsimilar work.  Jo turi the hoarts of e

athors to tisr il o, and the disobedrent

t the wisdom of the Just. Both these
who were truly turned to Christ through
Jol's preaching, and those were not few.
To nralee ready o people.  These were made
ready through repentance towards God,
and fasth w the Christ whom John preach-
ed. Such had s Leart-readiness for .
Cinist s appearing ; but many had ouly a |
formal and outward profession of being
vendy. ['roparal for the Lord. The pre-
paration of this people had extended from
the call of Abraham down through forty-
two geucritions ; or something more than
two thousand years; and yet when Christ
came, He was despised, rejected, and cru-
cified by them. Some, however, were
spiritually prepared for His coming ; and
readily became His disciples.
QUESTION SUMMARY. ¥
(For the Children.)

(5-7). Who was Herod? Wihat was
Judea? Who made Herod King over
Judea? (See note). Who, then, resll
ruled over the Jews? Who was Zachar
ias? Who was Elizsbeth? What were
thaz both? What do you mean by
righleous foarard God? What by blame-
less?  (See note). What do you mean by
well-stricken in ycars? What great bles-

acts on all other parts of the serviee.

- what 15 the best form that music

- that the most heart kindling music they

sing had thoy never bad? 8.10). What |
wis Zucharing' ofice ?  What hud fullen |
to his lottodo? What wore the peoplo

doing outsido 2 They were pruymg; and, f
ut thu sumo time, tho lamb was burnin

on thoe gront altar ; but Zachanas was in
the tggapgn burning incense ut seether
altur—what was that altar called? (11).
Who sppoared to Zuchuring ?  Where was
he standing? (12). How did Zacharids i
feed? (19). Had he any weed to be
wfraid 2 What did the angel suy? Who
had hoard Z charas prayer?  What was
God peing to give to Zucharias and Eliza-
beth in answor to pru{‘or ? What wasthe
baby's nawo to be?  What is the meaning
of Johu? (14, What would Zucharias
und Elizaboth have on aceount of their
son 2 Would unybody elsobeglad ? Why ?
Jdds. Ihat would he never do? Who
was to come apd dwell in b as soon as
ho was born?  Who is the Holy (host?
16i.  What would this holy littie boy do
whoeb he grew to be s man? (171, Who
would be go before ? What other great

, prophet would hio be very muchliko? Cun |

you tell anything about Ehjuhi ? What

_«id the prophet Isamh suy about John 2
s 40 3/.

What did the prophet Malach |
say about him? Mal.8.1. What dud,
the Lord Jesus suy about him?  (Mate. .
11:11). Is God as willing to muke you |
holy as He was that little boy ? Do you |
want to be made holy ?  If so, come to
Josus with all your heart, for His blood,
and nothinyg elso, can clesnse away s,

Parents are requestad not unly tu e that their children
get the atswers 11 the abive questians, but 11 hap them
1 do w.
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WANTED

CONGREGATION AL
SINGINVG.

Where 1sa  worshipper to be found
who is not interested m the Senace of
Song? Ifa hymn goes well at the ser-
vice evervbody is pleased and ediied | n
one goes il everybody s chilled . every:
budy feds then an opportumty otspntual
protit has been lost. Good singing re-
It
hindles the preacher and prepares the
hearts of his hearers. It fives and glon
fies the impression aade by an carnest
sermon .t transhites mto - anotion the
thouzhts anakened by the reading of the
Preture, for a moment, dservice
without singing, and we fecd at once 1t
place and 1its ponwer. No one dan <ay
that there is at the present time anapathy
on the subject of musie o worship,
Uhere 1+, indead, great acinaty. Never
v~ there more firestde singing on Sun
das evenings . aven the good old fashion
of siging at famaly pravers s bemg re-
vived, and harmonmms and  pranotortes
in a thousand homes speak to the touch
of the daughter ot the house as thetumly
worship song ascends. Inour churches
there s the same spani. Naver was there
amore carnest destre to mend matters:

lessona.,

Pnever was money so readily  subsonbed

for musical purposes as atthe  presem
tune. But do this acivity and this zen-
crosty always take  the most profitable
form 2 Ask any manor woman mitted
with good sense and religious  techings
n wor-
shup should take, and they will tell 1ou |

Flood

Lnow is congregattonal  singing. )
comimon |

the church with the sound  of

prase, and vou are lifted to a leve! from, |

which the delicacies and ornaments of 4
the concert-room seem verysmall indeed. |
Concert-room music is like awell-planned |
and well-keptgarden, graceful with studied '
curve and undulation ; gay with well- |
ordered  colouring from a  thousand
flowers.  Congregational singing is like
a great mountain, rough in face and out-
line, sombre, perhaps, and disorderly in
detail, but calling up, as we look at it,
that sense of grandeur and worship which
blots out cven the desire for elegance.
The weary, the suffering, the sin-laden,
tl.c proud, the hard-hearted, the cultured
and the ignorant, the tich and the poor
yicld alike to the spell, and acknowledge
its power.  Few, if any, will be found to
question the trath of this, and if it be
true, the conclusion is plain. Organs,
harmoniums, choirs, lcading singers, new

"content with it : we feel

“makes it set in the right dircction,

tune books, and all the rest are only
means to an end, and the end v Con.
gregational s'nging. Would that  minis
ters and church managers  could  be
brought, ot only to believe this fact, but
toact in accordance with it ! Congre-
gations, too, are as much off the s nt as
their leaders.  On every hand the means
are being mistaken  for the end. Hun-
dreds of pounds are spunt on - organs ;
musical people are besuught to o the
choir . " new tunes are plved  we wal
not say sung  cvery Sunday, yet the Con-
gregational volce remains stationay, or
perhaps grows funter.

The whole method is wrong, and the
fruit of a degenerate sparit. Imagine the
Pollards,  the Covenantars,  the carly
Mcthuodists cultivatug thar psalmody by
attention to mere accidents of tus sort !
Among them the song rose high, and was
powerful for good. because every one felt
the obligation of joining in it. “I'he organ
which sounded at thedr senives was a
sreat human vrgan, to whah every man,
woman, and  child contnbuted a prpe.
Nowadays we do our prase as we do our
fighting - by proxy.  We subsernibe to the
organ fund, and thus purchase the hberty
of standing stlent durning hymn and <hant,
H weare content with this, the deca-
dence of our worship sung is @ matter of
ourse. But i our heant we are not
it to be the

wrong method.  We adinit that congre-

- gational singing is the end to be sought,
cand we cannot,  therefore,  esaape. the

condluston that our first duts is to teach
the congregation to sing. To do this 1
1o strihe at the root of reform, and every
attempt at this turns  the current and
How
this is to he done we need not hae con-
sider - Onlv kit he romonbiered  that
merely teaching a fow tunes by ear aan
Qi Do permanent miluence for good,
and that the only  rattnl method 15 to
teach the people to read musicalnotation
as they read a newspaper. FPhore s no
doubt that this can b done U what
sistum it be attempted  mattas not, so
iong as it i~ a ayvstam which cnables dull
and slow people, with but lile tme to
spare, to accomplish their ond. Such
people form alarge proportion of - every

“popular dlass, and a system which they

do not grasp is uscless.

A\ rage for singing ¢ lasses, and afrank-
ef recogmtion ol the plice of the singing-
dlass i church work, would be a healthy

“proof of returrang hife in our worship

music. Not long agol took an American
musician, vho was passing through  lon-
don, to hear achoir which metin a
lecture hall adjoining one of our lon-
don churches. He was much struck with
the singing, and took for granted, i his
remarks, that the choir belonged 1o the
adjoining church. I had to undereive
him. 1 told him that it had no connec-
tion with the church: that its mecting-
place wasan accident 2 merdy  com-
merciai arrangement. His surprise  at
this was unfeigned. He said that in
America every choirbelonged to a church,

tand that church was proudest which had

the largest and best.

The application 1 leave to those whom
it may concemn.—/.  Spencer Curives
m the Christian 1Forld.

THE Jesuits have at last found the sym-
pathy which wasdenied them even by Spain
and Italy. The * English Church Union "
stretches out towards them fraternal hands.
Its president has written "to the Cardinal
Archbishop of Paris “ in the name of 12
bishops, 2,500 clergymen, and 135,800 lay-
men of the Church of England,” expressing
their ¢ indignation” at thc spectacle of
“men for piety ” cast forth from France.
Thurchmen would like to know who these
Vishops are. The Archbishop in his reply
cxpresses his grateful .acceptance of the
sympathy, ¢ all the more valuable coming,
as it does, from the members of a religious

commmunion diffcﬁng in several pointsfrom
the Catholic Church.



