THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

weaken and unfit men for stern, hard work, It is said
sometimes that the reins aro drawn too tight.  Butno
one who had stood by as many death-beds as he had
seen would say that the reins could be drawn too tight.
—Standard of the Cross.

A FAREWELL CHARGE.,
DY REV, jo;:;l BLLIOTT.

In immediate conncction with the charge we are
about to consider, Moses said unto all Isracl, “T am
120 years old this day ; I can no more go out and
come in ; also the Lord hath said unto me, thou shalt
not go-over this Jordan.”

On the anniversary of his birthday, in the land of
Moab near to the river Jordan, in the vicinity of
Mount Nebo where he wasabout to die—locking back
to an earthly pilgrimage of 120 years, upward to the
eternal God “as seeing Him who is invisible,* and
onward to life everlasting, he addressed to the people
this farewelt charge “choose life” (Deut xxx. 19.)

The opinion has been advanced by some tha: the
doctrine of a future life is not taught in the Penta-
teuch. DBut surely, without referring to any other parts
of the writings of Moses, that opinion is sufficicntly
opposed by his farewell charge—which clearly proves
that he believed in a higher life than merely natural
life on earth, a life to be perpetuated beyond this state
of existence. When he said * Choose life,” he could
not possibly mean natural life on earth. That life
they had, previous to any possibility of choice of thewr
own. Or, can we suppose that when hic said * choose
life,” he was calling on them to choose whether they
would go up with bim to Mount Nebo and die, or re-
main yet longer on earth? And, assured as they all
were that man is morial, we cannot suppose that he
called on them to choose whether they would continue
to live without tasting of death.

The life he called ont the people to chopse was the
life he himself had chosen long befere the 4o years’
journey in the wilderness.

When he was a young man, in the palace of Pha-
raoh, surrounded by the splendors of the Egyptian
court, and a recognized member—by adoption—of the
Royal family ; then it was that * by faith, Moses, when
he was come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daugher; ckoosing rather to suffer afiliction
with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season. . Esteceming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had
respect unto the recompence of reward.” )

When Mosés said ““choose life,” he evidently felt
that man must be-of a co-gferative spirit if he would
be saved ; that it is necessary to choose life if we would
‘have it. ‘What the poct Cowper wrote respecting the
cross of Christ, may be said of the farewell charge of
Moses, ¢ No mockery meets you, no deception there,”
but with equal appropriateness it may be added, o
thraldom meels you, no compulsion there. Allthe hea-
veuly host were originally placed—holy and happy—

in a spheye of moral freedom ; but, part of their num- !

ber abusing that freedomn, “kept not their first estate.”
Our first parents whom God created in His own
image—pure and happy-—occupied in Eden a sphere
of moral frcedom “sufficient to have stood, though
free to- fall;” and, from the very dawn of the
revelation of the purposes of Divine mercy,
the ways of the Lord have fully recognized
the freedom of the human soul. Led by
the Spirit, Moses said “choose life ;” Joshua said,
“ choose ye this day whom ye will serve ;” Paul said,
“ we beseech you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to
God.? The “Eternal Godhead” cver recognizes the
free agency of man. The Father says, “ Iy will yo
diec?” The Son ssys, “ye will nol come unto me

that ye might have life.” The Spirit says, “To-day,'

if ye will hear His voice, barden net your hearts.”
1t is not more true that the saved are * saved by
grace,” than that God our Saviour makes them ¢ will-
ing in the day of His power.”
wvolves a change of thought, feeling and ckofce. Whilst
# salvation belongeth to the Lord,” if we would have
it we must “accept the reconciliation”—maust *choose
1ife” Not so, as to death, ‘““the second death.” A

True conversion in- |

person in a boat under the influence of the current
above Niagara Falls would need to make prompt and
vigorous cfforts if he would escape, but, remaining un-
thoughtful as to his perilous position would, as cer-
tainly as if he had chosen it, meet a sudden death.
So a soul, not making in any one way a decided choice,
would move to ruin just as certainly as a neglected
vessel out at sea would sooner or later strike against
rocks, run into quicksands, be swallowed up of the
mighty deep, or be dashed aganst some unfriendly
shore, .

The farewell charge of Mases was ceaforced by the
consideration that their treatment of it would afiect
nol themselves only, * Choose life, that toth thouand
thy seed may hve.” As surcly as “the attraction of
gravitation” 1s a law of all-pervasive influence through-
out the material universe, so certamn is it that no
planct or star could run out of its right orbit without
jseniously affecting other worlds of matter ; and, as
surely as “ no man hveth to humself and no man dieth
to himself,” so certain is it that human character in
its progress on earth spreads an nfluence around it
for good or for evil ; that  one sinner destroyeth much
good,” and that a mighty influcnce for good may be
excrted by those who cherish the spirit of Joshua,
# As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

Over the farewell charge of Moses is uplifted the
great doctrine of man’s accountability to God.” 1
call heaven and earth to record that I have set before
you hfe and death, blessing and cursing ; fherefore
choose hife.” In that mode of dealing with the minds
of the people there was true benevolence. Never
man spake with such benevolence and compassion as
the great Teacher—the Ldrd from heaven.  His faith-
fulness to souls was as great as kLis compassion was
strong and tender ; and his very compassion for souls
often prompted him to the utterance of language and
the expression of sentiments which, in the first stage
of their influence, were calculated not so much to
cheer the spirit as to awzaken the conscience and to
arouse the minds of the persons addressed. True,
He delighted to speak of the love of the Father, and
to invite sinners to Himself ; hut he spake also of the
accountability of man, proclaiming e to Chorazin
and Bethsaida. * It shall be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.” The
Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are
weighsd ¥ having regarded not only 1o the motives
from which they may spring, but to the circumstances
favourable or unfavourable, under which they are per-
formed. “Lifc and immortality,” dimly recognized
in the days of Moses as the sun behind thuck clouds,
“ is drought to light by the gospel,” and “how shall we
! escape” if amid the light of gospel day, we neglect
 the great charge “choose life?”  For such a choice
‘thc way is grandly and graciously clear. The en-
couragement to choose life is great beyond expression.
John iii. 16 ; x. 10; Rom. vi. 23. Regarding place of
abode, occupation in which to engage, and many other
matters, there is often much difficulty [felt before ar-
riv.ng at any satisfactory conclusion. But, 1n regard
to the charge “chocse hfe,” there 1s no rcasonable
occasion for hesitation or faltening or delay. Itis a
matter of “life or death, blessing or cursing.” “On
reason build resolve—that pillar of true majesty in
man~—" and “ choose life.”

Zo choose life is to choose Christ, 1 John v, 12. He
that hath the Son hath life ; and he that hath not the
Son of God hath not life,” John vi. 68. “ Lord to
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal
life.”

No folly is greater than that of impatience.  Time passcs
swiftly, and evea while we lament, it is hurrying us on to-
wards an end fromn which we will shrink, yet shrink in vain.

true Christian, the man filled with the spint of Chrst.
best proof of Christ’s resurrection is a living Church ; walke
ing in new life, and drawing hfe from Him who has overcome
i death.~C4. #stlicd.

Joun BRowN, Jr., son of Ussawattom: Brown, publishes
aletter in which he declares his intention of volunteering his
scrvices to aid the suffering coloured refugees of the South.
He states that in his opinion the time has come for another
grand sescue of the coloured race, and though he ts fifty-eight
Yyears old, be is ready to devote his remaining cnergics to
the cavie which was so dear to his father,

THE CHURCIH SCOLD.

‘The apple-tree has its inchworm, and the ox its gadily ;
husbands sometines have therr curtain lectures ; Murmy had
lus deacon ; so alinost every chuich has ste seold,  There
is the churchi debt, the church music, and the church
croaker, these three, and the greatest of the thice is the
church croaker.

A pious scold in the churchis a dispensation of merey, to
keep the brotherhood from worldly vamty and proud-flesh,
and to prevent Chrstians from having their good things in
this life.  God pernuts this rumbling these days of fine
chirches and eloquent nunisters and excellent wmusic, that
the attention of the saints may be recalled to theiv own faults
and .nfiomitics, that they may take their turn with the clder
prophets, at sackcloth and ashes,

The church is always pamfully sware that not all its in»
terests are wanazed in the Last way, that not all its depait-
ments of work and service are complete, notwithstanding it
has tue D to duats best Counsaivus that defects snhere in all
bumnv endeavaur, it hopes that there’ will be a little blind-
pess towenl some errors and uusiakes, that time will be
given to mend that winch s amiss, and a general charity
excicised,  But the chiomc sculd, ke o hungry fiy, 13 sure
always 1o dive fon the sure spot, and stick.  Puint vut other
things tu him, that are hupelul and inviting, and he is silent
and soon manages to get raund to the weak point, and put
in s complamt. It s iaposable to get wus kind of a buz-
zard far away from the carcass, although 1t has been putaside
and buried.

The grumbler in the chuich is not the person to Le put off
or silenced.  No short-conuing will be let pass unnoticed.
He has a tugh and holy mission, seif-constituted, by the lay-
ing on of hands upon all his imperfect Lrethren,  Ile cares
little fur the truth. It is error that it gratifies wim to get
hold of. A conscience has he that never sleeps nor slumn-
bers. Itis a wasp’s nest in the path of evil doers, 1Ile is
set on high fur the defense of the jots and tittles,  On allthe

uetions that belung 1o the waat and amse and cumann of
the church, hesbound to lay {x‘ulgmcnt to the lime, and
righteuusness to the ptuaimer. Never mind the eamel § he
will see that the goat is strawed out of all church affairs.

If you cver wish tu know what is going wrong in the
church, go to the churth cumplamer. e will show you
how far off the millennum 1s, without telling half the bad
things he knows

You can get all the faalts and frashies of the members,
and learn who 1s remiss in duty, and who does 100 much,
what feet miss the path, and what faces carry crock.  He
will call attention to each scicw loose, and point out every
fiy-speck on the chariot wheels. He has the fallingsof every
Jetter in the alphabet down through the whole catalogue, at
his tonguc’s end, and can intone them with great fecling and
solemuity, ns he makes confession fur them.  In prayer, he
makes conlession that he and all men are miscmb]c sinners,
and gees out and does the best he can thiough the week to
prove at.  The cluldren that cume anto the fold are tov
young to understand the steps they are taking ; the adults
have too litle conviction of sin.  The Sabbath school spoils
home 1nstruction.  The young people are wade too much of,
and tire singing is not hke what Noah had m the ark,  The

THE strongest argument fur the truth of Chnstianaty s the | wanaut gtt
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benevolerce i the cliunch fads to go 1o lus pet vlyect, and
the wrung men are promoted to office. There is a fableof 2
pig sho visued a gatace.  He went into the grounds, and
snuffad the sgh thd seulleny, an 1back yardandstables, putting
his nose in the slop pails, tarng over baskets of refuse, and
keeping his eyes on the ground rooting up whatever waste
matter he came upon, aud finally went out disgusted,  He
sand hic b heard thuie were pearts and gold an that palace,
and Leaatiful pasinin.s and siawaiy, and nchly fuenished
apartm nis, but he had been all tliuagh, sind stuck his nose
into everytinng, and found nothing hke that whatever.
He haa scen muie otfal and gacbage there than a httle, and
nu rubies o7 diameands and magaificent tooms,

Moast unfortunate 1s it, when the chuich scold is the min-
ister  Many things may annoy and tempt lum ; the salary
may e brinnd aupad 3 the prayer meeting may be thin
and culd , ceitain evils may go thiough the clharch lhike a
con.agion, membes faliug 1o gove ihien shaee, aud do their
part m the common wok.  But a complaming, scolding
manner corrects nune of these abuses, and 18 a sote evil.
Men will st bee donven w0 wnty. They cannot be growled
and snarled in o service. A sour, fault-finding way leads
nsne nto the kingdum of heaven. Salvation cannot be furced
on men  The Hidy Sparit does not abide with 2 munnuring
mimstry.  Ihe love of Chiist does not stay where there is
peenihiness and rasp g of the senstbalities. There s no
goridone this way. A church that 1s wrung cannot be
sco™led 1nto the ng: t. When a minsster lecture. lus people
harshly, the onzs who deserve it are never there to hearit. ‘The
faithful ones, who do not nced it are hurt by it.  Scolding
i the conduct of the church anteres s, is always a cold
shoulder thrust into the glad and glorous gospel feast, only
aggravatiug the evils.  Many a aumaster bas lost lusinfluence
and pla-e by st. It may as well be understoed that if one
a by sther me lonls, e cenainly cansot by this,
all ruuind i i arddy, by pastor and
seople, ** No grunbiling and ¢ -mplaming done here.”
When any matiess get aoss-graned, let them be fandly met

y 0 the spiat of **swceiness and Light.”  \What this will not

do in seting things o rights, will not be casily righted. —
Advance

A 111 ie gl of tunc years arrested last week for picking
pochets i a2 Ruman Catholic chureh, sevenicd the fact that
she and other httle gitls had been traned {or thieving by
another little girl of fourtcen.



