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The Mail's Palinodia.

——

The congratulations of the Catho-
lica of Outario arc due to tho diatin-
guished Archbishop of Kingston for
bringing the M./ to n sense of pro-
priety. Bone one signing himself
“ Untario Pricat’ had written a very
pointed letter to the M/, which was
published on the 15th ivst. In his
opening paragraph tho writer apolo-
g1zed for not appearing in the columns
of a Catholio weckly. These papers
ara so dopendent upon the hierarchy
that correspondence of such a nature
would not bo farrly treated. As a
Catholic journal we scorn the allega-
gation. With eriticisms of the hicr-
archy we have nothing whatover to
do. That misunderstandings betweeon
bishops and priests have occurred, do
occur, and will occur we have no
doubt—but that the Mai/ will not
rectify theso wo also hiave no doubt.
On the contrary wo are quite certain
that letters, such as ** Ontario Priest”
wrote, will do injury to the individual
and to the body Catholic more than to
the prelate against whom the poisoned
shafts are dirceted. Nor would wo
bave taken any notico of this anony-
mous and aisgraceful lotter wero it
not for the after-part.

In a leading article of Tuesday lust
headed ** His Graco to the Aail,” our
morning conterporary pubhishes the
following letter from a JKingston law
firm on behalf of bis Grace, Arch-
bishop Cleary -

Kixestox, Jan. 20. 1504

To the Publisher of the Turonto Mafl, To-
rento.

Six,—Wo have received instructions from
the Moat Reverend tho Archbishop of
Kicgston, relative to your pablication of a
vary scandalous libe! against tho Roman
Catbolic Archbishop and Bishops of the
Provinco of Ootario in general, and against
himaclf ip particular, over the signaturo of
' Ontario Priest.”, oa the 18th inst.

Although his Grace takes no notico ordin
aiily of anonymous revilers, ho deoms it
right to call attention to this attack upon
him as beiog directed, not onlyagainst him.
solf personally, but againet the character
and preatigo of the epiacopate.

Tho ex-pricst who figures az your corres-
pondent makes soveral charges which the
Archbishop declares to be votoriouly false,
calumaicus, aud derogatory to his sacred
offico; and you appear almost to emulate
bim in the desire to injuro tho Archbishop
when you head his letter with the extra-
ordlnariy lauguage which you have used,
and which cortainly justifiea tho Archbishop
in regarding you as conspinog with the
writer to reflect upon his character, and the
administration of his sacred office,

Un behad of the Archiushop, we warn
you that sher 1 yno p hlish any more libels
against him, ho will in his own time, and in
siuch manoner as he may thiok fit, tako such
legal action against you as ho may be ad
vised, Yours truly,

!

WaALKEM & WaLRESL,

The comymentv are given in tho form
of an apology as polite as wo would
oxpect from this source, and as self-
gunrded as tho liberty of tho press and
fear of Kingston would dictate. The
Mail says:

With regard to this fatimation, [t can
only be sald, firat, that tho headllnos to
which exception is taken were simply a
nummnrf-ol tholotter. Lhey told the veader,
as headlines geuorally do, the contenta of
tho reading mattor walch followed, so that
ho might read on, or pass on, acoording as
ho should feel disposed. Tho letter itaclf
camo in tho ordinary courso of ovonts, As
{¢ dealt ~{th a mattor of intoreat {t received
publicity without the slightest suepicion
that his tirave would ho roviled by it, or
that Dr Cleary’s prestige would bo impaiced,
A complaint wav nado as to the polioy pur-
sued in pespeot of certan priests who aro
citizens of Cinada.  Complalnts of this
nature can suroly bo ontered, in this freo
cuuntry, withuut meurring tho chargo that
the obfect fn view {s to Lring tho authority
whote action Is e nmincated upon into cone
tompt.  Were it otherwise no lllt:iqml grio¢
nnco could over be considered, and cortainly
no wroung oould be righted.

We all know that tho MaiZ in the
discussion of overy Catholic question
is guided Uy principle, devotion to
public mterest and tho purest desiro
lo maintain the most cordinl relationg
with the Catholic citizons of tho Do-
minion. Its columns have Iatoly been
fuled with a more than usual amount
of slander—but no disoussion has
taken suchi a suddan turn as this co-
wardly attack upsn tho Most Reverend
De. Cleary. A single letter and the
Muil oxplains, and promises its better
¢ aduct in future. And although tho
Afail cannot avoid its babitual sneer,
and tries to keep up courago in mak-
ing an explanation, it shows its fealing
of meekness under tho severo but well
merited lash of tho lotter from Messrs.
Walkom and Walkem by which has
produced a very benuficial effect in
stopping what promised to be a series
of ill timed and ill placed slanders.
What impression the Solicitors made
may best be seen by tho rest of the
Mail’s article :

Judgiag by Acchbishop Clcary’s viow of
the question, his Grace must eniertaip the
opiuion with regand to tho relationa of the
pruss to the ecclesiastics which provails in
tho Province of Quabec. Thero it is a scandal
to critiv..o a bishop, and anoffence to dealine
to asseut to his decrces, Hero, his Grace
munat rememnber, the conditions are differcat.
Wo sre neither in Queboo nor in Ircland.
All men aco eatitled to be freo, and the pross
{a atliborty, not to calumniate or slander, but
to discuss matters affecting any class of sub-.
jocta with the utmost liberty.

The announcement by tho Archbisho
that he will tako action againat the Mail
should libels Lo issucd against him in its
columns is an unnecessary warning.  All
men aro entitled to defend thelr characters
from fulse 2nd malicrous astacks. But it
must not bo supposed that a threat such as
chisls going to gag the Mail. Thisjournal
will exerciso the right appertaining to o
newspaper in  Canada. It will openits col-
umbe to freo discussion, but not to
libeliocs oharges, uninfluonced by threats
from Kingston, or even from Rome. “What
ia moro, it will holp the oppressed in such
manuor as it can, whether the complalaaants
bo Protestants or Roman Catholice,in the full
hopo that its yorvices will tond to the ad:
vancement of tho liberty of the individual,
and the good of the people,

Biting a File.

The Oranye Nentinel can scarcely
keep itself from bursting with wrath
and rage over the fact that the Beau-
port Asylum for the poor and insane
has been purchased by the Sisters of
Charity—$125,000 is tho sum stipu-
liited for by the ladies now in charge.
The Provincial Government guaran-
tees the mterest on this large sum-—
and thus exclaimeth tho Sentinel, ** one
more 1ustitution is ander the thumb
of Romo.”

The Sentinel avoids telling its read-
ers how chieaply the good Sisters are

ablo to liouso, clothe, feed, and nureo
tho helpless pationts 1o in thoir caro.
Ono hundeed dollars per pationt is
theic agrooment with tho Provincial
Government  that is about oight
dollars por month. We fanoy the Pro-
vincial Government has the uest of
tho bargain. Tho Orango Nentinel
would mako bolievo that it is ali the
other way. * No wonder,” it says.
** Quobeo is poor and tho rate of tax.
ation high. Millions of dollara wrung
out of the toil and sweat of tho pea-
santry go into tho coffers of tho
Church."

The Orango sheot must have dis
coverad some now method of reckoning
up accounts with murging for profit
and lnss, whon it can sco millions re-
sulting from tho cons'ant care and
keop and maintenance of helpless
idiots at tho rato of about two dollars
and ton conts per week per pationt.

“ Both political parties," continuas
the Sentinel, **scom to bo tumbling
over each other in their desiro to fling
favours aud money tc tho Church of
Rome ; but tho meanest and most
contemptiblo surrender of all is that
which hands over to roligious bodies
the care of the poor and the insane,
and allows theso to mnnke monay out of
the afllictions and tmiseries of othera.”

It ia quito easy to account for the
thorough confidence which both poli-
tical purties havo in the pioty, honesty
and enduving industry of the Hotel
Dicu Nuns, or other Religious Orders
in the Provineo of Qucbes. Both
Rouges and Rleus have witnessed the
great works achioved by thoso ladics
in the past. Nuns have been engaged
in deeds of merey and charity right in
the very midst cf thoir towns and
cities for tho past two hundred years ;
they hava lived and grown with the
country's life and growth, and thero
should bo a feeling of satisfaction in
all honest minds—in the Sentine/s as
of others—that those ladies hiave nover
once lost the confidence or the respect
of any party in Qucbeo, political or
otherwiso.

But liow does it happen that in the
United States, espeocially since the
Civil War, ending 1866, a large num-
ber of city hospitals and asylums for
the poor and helpless are left by the
municipal authorities in the hands of
Catholic Sisters of Charity ? Can the
Orange Sentinel give any explanation
of the infatuation that urges real
Americana to thus lay down their
institutions under tho thumb of Rome,
and onablo the Nuns ¢ to make money
out of the afllictions and misories of
others ?"

The Ironch Infidel Government
has been trying tho plan of the Sentinel
and replacing the Religiovs Orders
with trained lay nurses; but the
Orange plan of campaign adopted in
France has been a most decided fail-
ure. The lay .urses could not be
controlled ; the expenses were most
exorbitant ; ofhor abuses were re-
ported daily, and the Nuns had to
again be requested to resume their old
duties of seli-denial and love.

What happened in hospitals and
ambulance work of the Crimean War
was repeated durning the United States
civil cmbroilment. The Sisters of
Mercy aod Charity were the only mili-
tary nurges admitted as successful by

——

tho authontics of both nations. Tho
Orange Nentine! may rant and fume
boeause Virtuo lias always its roward,
and becauso Romo is inexhaustible in
hior supply of valiant women to purily
and bless the world with their prosonce
and their deeds of horoism, Thoey
aro like our first parents beforo the
Fall, and tho range Nentine is the
Dovil envying thoir happy state.

Prl?t:lpal Caven.

While wo proved in a former issuo
that Prineipal Caven eithor know noth-
ing at all about tho Byllabus, or went
nut of his way to lend tho Protestant
Porscouting Association somo of the
used up building material of bigotry
upon which thoy' might crect o plas-
form, wo fool that furthor notice is dus
to this gontleman and his opinion
upon the P.P.A. Not only does his
criticism of the Syllabus display a
lamontablo want of knowledgo, but
tho argument which ho establishes
thoreon is anfounded. Ho tells us
Catholics that wo aro botter than our
principles. *If" ho secoms to say,
“ you follow out your principles logic-
ally, you caunot be loyal to the State,
and the condemmation of theso propo-
sitions is with difliculty harmonized
with tho principles of religious liborty
and the conception of civilgovernment,
whioch wo (Protestants) feel bound to
maintsin?  That is tho argumont,
Lot us quote the ipsissima verba :

**Bat hore ts tho error of thuse who, on
the ground of ccclosiastical doliverances,
would rofuss to Roman Cathollea full ofvil
rights, They lofor that because such and
such principles aro avowed, Roman Catho.
lics cannot bo loysl to tho State. They
deduco concluslons from theso principles
(porhaps logically), and then chatgo Ruinan

tholics with accepting such conclusious,
even though thoy strongly ropudiate ¢hom.
As u matter of argument, it s perfootly fair
toshow what followa from ceriala premiscs,
but we must not jracticallv treat thoso who
roject our conclusions or inferenceaas it thoy
nccopted them.”

Whst is that but telling us wo are
batter than our teachings? Vo resont
the insult, gratuitous in its assumption
and crafty in its insinuation. e deo-
mand that our principles be carried to
their logical conclusions. It is our
right, and come what may wo have no
fear. When examined without pre-
judice they will be found to contain
far moro respeot for every form of civil
government, avd make a much
otronger defence of individual libarty,
than can be found in the principles ot
a rosbyterianism, or any othor form of
Protestantism. There is no principle
in our Church setting civil power at
defiance. And the *ecolesiastical
utterances ” to which our enemies turn
for an excuse of their prejudice, are
reagsonable whon viewed in their only
proper light, the light in which they
have been delivered. Both Republi-
can Franco and Imperial Germany
have been grenatly strengthened by
st utterances* of this kind coming
from the Sovereign Pontiff, Leo XIII.
Tho Protestaut portion of thé civilized
world, and especinlly the thoughtful, -
cducated portion, sught to be very
gratoful to the Papacy for these
‘ utterances.” Thay are the voice of
trath and suthority sounding above
the storm which now threatens every
order of society. If men like Dr.
Caven now find in thom only danger
and tyranny, fature gencrations of
men, equally well skilled in logic and
morse gencrous in sentiment, will re-




