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A SHORT, HISTORICAL SETOH OF PREETHOUGHT
IN CAN~ADA.

Soma tinte ln tho fall 01 1873 Mr. Allen Pringle, cf Selby, Mr. 1
A- Bl. 'Roe, cf Napaneo, and a fen- ocher bold spirits amongst the 1
Freetisinkers cf Canada, invitod Mr. B. ri. tTnderwood, of Boston, j
to tukp up a debate in flic Lowaî of Napaneat with the lLev. Mr.
Marple.s, a gentleman cf ability and good standing in the Pmo-
byteian C'hîurch cf Canda.b

The subject cf debate lîaviu.- been à&elected,. Mr. blarplesi
took tie affirmative, andi Mr. Undervot follovred witît suecb
nîarked ability tlîat soon atter another neeting %vas arrangeti
hi Tononto, whlen a vcry iteresting dehatu teck, place bc-
tvccn these representative mien, and the -ireuntstance cf titis
debate discloscd Lthe fact that thero mere mnany Ftcetlîinkers lan
Toronto, cspecially amonget to educated. Mr. T. P. Thoînpson,
cf tIse iiatioiial, atnd very widely knovwn as IlJianuel Brîggi;."
zissisteti by thse late '.%r. Hoskims, .f to MAail, unuî'rtaak the
task cf forming in te Quoen City of te WVest, andi 'hicit ay bp
termei te bicautiftil citv of eleprist elures, 'what was thoen called
the Libenîl Association cf Toronto. Mr. Tlîompson beame its
second President, n gentleman whli 'vas, firat appointed abdieating~ i
and leaving tho post cf honor, and, indeed, one cf saite danger to i
M.r. Thompson. Otr friandi IlJirîueV' ably anti ionorably dis- 1
chargea te then arducus duties cf Uic office, niaking, contrnry te~
gcacral expectation, tmamy friends, and n-len at length callcd annyt

ta a bigh position oun flhc Boston Tvrdfer, a vcry handsoîaiu tes-
timnonialin good words n-as presented1 ta te fiatiter, friend. and
able leader cf Freetitouglit in Toronto. Upon thre ratirement cf
'Mr-. Thîctpson, Mrt. J. Ick, Evans n-as electeti President, ti te 1
Association liaci by titis timo bc;comte sufliciently strong te hie ablo 1
teali nt atble men ta the several offices cf te Firs andi Second 1
'Vice Presidents. 11r. Robet Green and bir. W. B3. Cooko wre 1
the first te talze, cffice, andi titese, n-ith an excellent business cona.
zaittea consisting cf fit-o xnembors, Ly titeir ablo managementt
ploccd the Liberal Association of Toronto upan a f«oting n-hici
hasaincoeciisîimd its splendid siucess. Mie office of Secretary lbas
durixtg titi n-hole tint0 bea aLly fillcd b3 Mr. R1. B3. Butlanti, n-lia
gives cvery Sunday ai-coing before the lecture a short sclentifie
reading front UiaSckcl and aLter mcientîfle miLliers cf ccîuat ability,
tires erasuring at overy maetin- of the society ain intercsting in-
sight into tItis important and highly edifying lites-ature. Thte
office cf Treasurer cf theo Association bat Lec- héla by a youn-g.
but very prcaikadng member, 31-% E. F. ttley, n-ho aise acte as I
Librarian and discharges the many duties cf bis several effictsî
wi' l advantagie theli saciety andi ;tth, infinîte credit ta bitaself. t

In contiection uith Vie libratry cf soa thre huiadred vainuablo
ana itigitly intcresting «Volumes, %vliero a.il bave done mia mucit ,iti
would perbaps Le iavidious ta mention naines ; suffie it te say
that thte members and frientis cf the Association, by their gifLa,
lean-4, and subscriptions, hava performed a mark the -value cf
-wici ta progressive Frecthought in Canada it is impossible ta 1
overestimate. Thtis library now contains scientîfle, tlîa'logical,
~historical, andi philoaopitiml works, makîng with others a col-

lct'Iln such ais coula perhaps net La matchati zort cf the forty-
tî' arallel.I

*Saca after te fornmation cf thte Torantit Libéral Association it
n-as determined ta pr-ocure Mr. B. F. lUndermeocd te deliver n
Can&'so cf lectures, and Albert Hall, Yongo strect, Torontoa, having I

becti pern*miently rented by tlic Association, Yir. Underwood.
delivered bis firat courso of threo lectures; in that betiutiftil hall to
cravdcd lieouses, and tis cii-curast.ance no doubt forma the turning
point ia the affiuirs of this igihly liruviL e aocivty.

\Ve neccui iot reinark ulsosî tho ilittrtî.vi, uib.uîity, or itbd;ity of
N\ia rildertooti lu siljeCIs, wert chuSI fur hbau by the ;main-
ligu.nent of the .\ssoedation, à1Au aithotîgli hu wvu bouant by the

*flection tîmus made, lie bucceeded] hi 1,n î, aîîad illâtruvtnzÎ lits
large audiences of bot Clîristians aînd Frcctltink-rs in rucli a
mariner Liant bis lectîîring in Torontu ia now coule to bo lookod
upon an un iintellectual treat cf tlic îcry higliest order, antd floth
Christians aînd Freethinkers bail bis u'hcnt anionigst thei with
feelings of unîinigl.«ed picasure and delight.

This faîct cntries with it an impoitanco wvhich inay be ea.sily
overlook.ed. Titi' easy, genUcemanly, atnd non-coînbative style of
Mr ITnderwood iç cilctilated te do more for fio advane of Freo
Tholiglît in a few years titan could be donte by centuries of
azgressive or violent dentinciation. There is a plcasing, logical,
conviincing inonner in the' delivery of Mr. UJndervood titat niakes,
him equally belovcd by (liristian and Fmeethinkier, and %va trust
thert' is n future fer titis gentleman pregniant %vith lonîg life, uialb
piness, ami sttcccss in a bi-her degrree titan that iisuadly falling te
the lot of te inliabitants of tin mitndano spliere

The lectures iii Toronto of Mr. rnderwood brouglit as firarors,
geutlpinei frein ail Iarts of the country, ia additiurn to tiioso of
long k-nown FPrceptouglit procli% ities , rnany of theso latter coin-
mnuniac-d titeir dtsire, te the officers of the society tu hav-o estab-
lislied sorte utNins by vhîicla tlîey coula bx-couic mure intiniately
known te cadi other, andi by whlich tltty could so comînunicato
their di'sircs tliat t1ho large Fa-céthlit elcmezît of Canada couad
unitl: in social liai nt-ny, and tii desire was tho more ardently
expresseil front thse fact that the general peaof Canada %vas sot
tueit afraiti of its own bigotedi~îpr thLt it dared flot to pub.
lislà report, coinriu nication, or aditertisentent froin the pen of any

'recetlinker. Tho only instance ta the contrary iras wlien a
n.arrow-ininded, intolerant, and canting commuînication ta bhe
.11ai had licen inscrted calling upjua the Street RZailwaý Cupany
Wo diruiloi the advcrtiscmcnt uf flic Vîîdterwuod lectures, tis
bêing iltc cnly nicans of advertisingti-,î Vie lft open Ly te ill-
ndvised bigotry or supcnînnuated Puittnisin This palier lind
thre maznlincss ta allait une reply, andi titis britug-ht the liera of
Puritanisni cot!îpletcly upon bis kncos, thre severci rap wbiieh lie
rectiveti over te knuckies bas been hieM exver sinco in hivclv r-c-
nieabrnco. Tio itutmor of tlîis attacl., tegôcthrr wlt uths of
te saine 11k, bav'e kept ut a rtesPetrtl distance. The, nipidly

grwing- i.,itvllignce of Cata-dians Las nottgmrun ten operations
of fanat:Icisin %vhich nlow bid*s its heas- uttder thre mantle of

foocting tine.
Thoe natural consceq-ce of Liais fanatical action cf t press, cf

Toronto made it incumbent on tho Freetiiinkers if possible Wo pro
,vide a means of inter-comnittiitioti amonhait tltcmsehces, and a
convention of thc Frieaa cf ilbcrty lîaving been proposed, andi
rec&iviug thre atscnt of Lte Toronto Libýcr.d 1"îociation, steps
vere takzen ta advertise ati mucli as posstble is first meeting ini
.Albert IdIl, Toronto, en 4.Ntril W4, 15, and 16, 1877.

Provious ta the meeting of titis convention titi rrsident land
paiti a ývisit to Boston and mao trrangements vit.h Mesars. Mcn-
Juin and Scvrby wlsicit a Canadiiaît dejuartient was cstablisited
in %bat valitable oid li"erai advocatr, titis Boston Innîxtial,,r, and
a nîcans of tidrertisecct in tItis and otLcr liberal papers was


