
TRlE MONTIIIX RECQRD OF THE CIICICII OF SCOTLAND

froni a lively sensation of pleasure in ite cnn- degradedl way o' expressing them t han by
iuînion it eiableq voit to holt witht its Divine drunkeimies ? Conceive only the drunkaril

Author-the Divine friend of your lvi. And resolvinîg thu to shew his sense of what id
in proportion as your religious kiowledge has received during the past, or thus t' pre-
ri-es îitto faith, anld faithi rinenîs into spiritual p>are hiumself.to meet the future. We w'l
~ xperienice, you will hi etinhied filly to enter picture him to ourselves. soliloquising some-
inito the I spilit of the Psalis's ,!v'ds, when what in the,' following maîtier:s-" The vear
lie said, " More to be desiredl are ther thai is now eonie ta an end 1 I have beeni a ·erv
gold, yea, thtai iucl finle guhl." lucky, a verv happy man. turing the last

vear. Let ne see if I can reca the mei eies
-'o----.- shewnt to> miyself and tamily. Mercies? I

caninot nuimliber thenm !-they have bees new
*How do You intend to "¶Take ineverv moriniî and eveniig. Every hour of

the Wew Year ?" the 24 of each of the 365 davs that are gone,
have been full of mercies. I can recal peca-
liar neicie< ton, -- such as, deliverance of my-

'Tis nay ierhiapisu meet the eye. 'if mome self, or some near and dear to me, from dan-
0o1ne wlio intends, " as uil." to end ne r ger, sickiess, death-and the obtaining of
al begin anther with drniken revelry. We other special blessuiiie ;--and ail this year,
beheve thiat, ns respects msîcch clustonsu, there nercies have been added to those of the ma-
in a Cent alid decidied iniprovenist amonîg nîy years whiehî are goie Reviewiîng those
ail classes; ye, it is notnriusnq tihat thousands mercies, I shall-get drunk 1 and thuîs shall I
-of our people who aire lahitually sober, join banisili fron niv nemuory every thought of
the ranks of the profligate and ilissipated at God who lias given nie ali ; and by doing
the seasons of the New Year. And fromr. thet what He hates, I shall testifythat I lova im
exeúnscs that are iniale fAi suich conduct. and i pot, and feel ln gratitude towards Ilim !"
the judgments whichi are passed upon it by | Or shall we suppose tlis man niot only re-
'even professiig Cliristiais, ote would think 1 viewing the past and present, but contempla.
that God's laws were suspended uîpon ' New 1 ting the faute ? Consceive himn, then, isaying
Yeatr's Day ;" that for one day, at lewat, men I" 1 know not what awaits me! This coming
were permitted, witl imîpunity, to have their year may be to me, or to my family, a vear of
" heartaovercharged with surfeitngand drusnk p)overty.sickness, or death! Wfiat triais or

":r.ness." anud to "l waste their ilbsance in ri- temptations may come to me ! This year I
otous living;" that for one dav Satan was imftv meet mv Sasvioir! But whatever comes,
"loosed a littie season" upon earth, and that I sial enter'upon the future, and prepare for
peole were indulged with the privilege of its coting events , be drunk!" Wo

following the Ihenst!" And what is said of do not qay, that any bine of Our readers ol
many suîch followers? " OW! lie is a very lie so darinîgly imopious as to express himseif
resiectalbletradlesman,-a gond îman,-asober in suph words as tliese..hut what else do
man too. Ie forgetA limself, to be sure, îen practically declare, wien they act as we
abnut the New Year; but lie cannot be muchu have supposed them to do? It is un valid
blamed for that; it is the custo t you kuow. excuse to say, " Oh ! we never intentled to
J'eople are so happv!" These are some of she t itier our itgratitude to God for the
tlîe ignorant anîd viéked coniients which arm past. or our indifference to lis providence
iad' by those who should kniow hetter, upon for the future. It wai mere thîoughîtlessness
the excesses ton commonly conncrted, alas! and an evil custon. We forgot ourselvesp!"
witih the New Year; whereaq, if men wouîld Truse hut how could vou ·' forget God -"

' nly reflect, ther- woni1d perceive, that at, tn )) vou tnot perceive the7wickednîe.ss involved
mcason-of tihe ye'ar4i intoxication (thougli at in not remremberiing and praising .iini from
ail tines sinful and vile) so pecliarly base whomi ail your niercies come,--in not casting

iand wicked as at that period, wîen we end . ouîr care oit Hii who carethi for you? -li-
ne Veasr aid begiti ancither, and which i.; so thug forgetting God, you inceedt forget your-

snlemniîizinîg to every thouightful mind. 'lie selves ; for lie who "forsakes God, forsakes
lait day of this vear will end ti eacli man a his own mnercv." Ieadi Deut· iv. 10-15:
lisitorv peciliar to hims'ulf,-and, o timself Psalm ix. 17 ; llosea xfii. 6 ; Psalm 1. 22;
more interesting than the history of Eirope! ciii. 1-5.
To some it will he as the iapp1y close of a But, perhaps, you biate to think of the past,
s1nny day ;-to others, as the uilniight hour and fear to anticipate the future ; and tbat as
of a dlay oF gloom followed by the shadows of boti force thenmselves upon your mind at this
a dark'ndstr evenîinîg. Onse m nay' season, yuit are glad, even by» disipation, to
enter upon aiother year with glad hope, as if îanisà the uiînhiappy itoughits t> videhi tleev.

were the opeiinîg gate of Pdr-uilise; ano- give rise. But is the past- blotted out froms
hier, with tottering step, and groping hand •• God's book of rinenmeiraiee." wiens oiblit-
as if i' were the entrance of the valley and erated for a time f-oi yoir ienorv by the
Ahadow of death. But· however strong the stupefactioi of strong drink, or the ids fôt
feeliîît s may be whicl the pastjsummons up, ungodty revelry? Would it int bue wiser*isi
or die future kindles, can we cenceive a more you, and brintg surer peace to your soul, to


