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THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

The words of sharp reproof uttered by Peter
evidently made a deep impression on Simon's
rind ; when he hwmnbly ssked Peter to pray
for him, and that none of these things spoken
might come upon him. But here he disappears
from Sacred Scripture,

(16.} Sauy's CoxveRrsioN ; Acts 9 1-8,

Marks an epoch in the histery of the Infant
Church. Saul, from & bitter foe, becomes the
most powerful defender of the Christian faith,
and its most successful Missionary, Not one
of all the Apostles made sucha deep and last.
ing impression as he.

The first mention made of him was in con-
nection with the death of Stephen (ch. 7 : 68.)
He was of Jowish perentage, but born in «
Gentile city called Tarsus, in the provinee of
Cilicis, in Asia Minor, He was therefore a
Roman citizen, and thus *free-born.”” (See
in Acts 16: 37, 38; and 22: 25-28.) Saul
was educated at Jernsalem, was o pupil of Ga-
maliel’s, (22: 8), was highly educated in the
learning of that day, and had very extensive
knowledge in Hebrew, Greek and Latin,

With such talents, natural and acquired, he
was a leading persecutor of the early Christi.
ans, (3: 1, 4). He obtained from the High
Priest, about a year after Stephen’s Jeath, let-
ters to go to Damascus to extend persecutions
against Christians in that eity, which was one
of the most ancient in the world. See Genesis
14: 15, It was once the metropolis of all
Syria, and was about fifty miles east of the
Mediterranean Sea, with lofty mountains inter-
vening. It contains even now 100,000 inhab-
itants, and is famous for its silks and linens,
{known first by the name of Damasks), and also
for its Damascene swords or blades, so temper-
ed as to be twisted round the hand like 2 cord.

‘While Saul journeyed and came near to
Daniaseus, he was most singularly arrested,
for suddenly there shone round about him a
light from heaven. He fell to the earth, and,
hearing an accusing voice, lie said, «“Who art
thou, Lord %" The immediate answer was, 1
am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.”” He then,
trembling and astonished, cried, * Lorp, what
wilt thou have me to do? He was told to
proceed to the city and he would be instructed.
He was led by the band (being quite blinded
by the vision), with the men that accompanied
him, inte Damascus.

Saul must have been on feot, although we
have seen paintings snd engravings of this mi-

him and his companions on horseback. Poets,
pointers and engravers sometimes give wide

scope to their imagination. They are not gens
eraily to be relied on as correct theologians,
Saul received this as s heavenly call, and
manifested eomplete submission. His surren-
dey was the turning-point of his life. He, the
most unlikely subject of grace. became a truly
zealous and carnest Christinn, Thus Saul, the
chief of sinners, became the chiefest of the
Apostles, after he had received his sight, wae
baptized, and filled with the Holy Sparit.
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W were the well-trained men whose businese
was to fight;

beheaded John the Baptist, it may be with
rude delight ;

was broken from our neck, to make us free
and yet upright ;

had sons that followed Jesus, serving Him
with all their might ;

was Ancester of Soul, and was a mighty
man of power;

swas built of brick and slime into a very
lofty tower.

>

Axswers ror Aucust.—K, Kirjath-Sepher ;
L, Lapidoth ; M, Mary Magdalene; N, Naa-
man ; O, Obil ; P, Paul.

Blessed are they that endure foithfully to the
cend/

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LIFE.

By Joux McKay, Eeq.,, NEW Grascow.

{ Continued. )
{Z@nixty years have eflected marvellous
{\‘ changes! The whole face of the coun-
i try is changed. In place of the four
(S log Churches, there are now over forty !
% Y% each of which will aceomumodate from

= 500 to 900 sitters, on an average. 1
ean count nine Churches from the window of
my reom ; none of them more than fwe miles
distant, The old canoces ave replaced by o
steamer which runs twice a day between New
Glasgow and Picton, In place of the inails
coming monthly in a bag on & man’s back, we
have our mails delivered fwice o day from
Halifax. The travelling, which then took thre
days between the two places, is now performed

raculous event, even in Bibles, representing | in fuur or five hours; and the one saddle of
- Donald McLennan is succeeded by hundreds

' of fourwheeled carriages, ench of which may



