THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,

the heads, hands and feet.  Things are
in a dreadful state here, murder and
plunder on cvery side.  Ob! may the
w00d God preserve ns from these wicked
o .
wretches! T was told that the night the
attack was made on us, there were 32
bushmen.  We are in great fear, especi-
ally in the night.  One of our chiefs and
some others promised to come and sleep
inour house, but they very sellom come
and thus disappoint us. We are not
atraid to die for the cause of our Master,
but these poor creatures Line no proper
understanding that onr death would be
for the gospel of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

Is it not to be feared that when we
abound in many comfuits and luxuiies,
we may become indifferent about the
cause of our gracious Master, and forget
God altogether? It is a good saying,
“Give me neither poverty nor riches,
feed me with food convenient for me,
lest I be full and deny Thee, and say
who is the Lord.  Or lest T be poor
and steal, and take the name of my God
invain ¥ Our blessed Lord says, “Give
us this day our daily biead,” or what is
sufficient for us for the day. 1i we ask
of God in faith, Ile will not withhold
His mercies from us; but still, my Chris-
tian fijends, we often feel that we seem
to be spending our strength, and also the
funds of the Chureh, for naught; but
why should we complain about our
troubles?  God has a right to be served,
and He will, if we patiently continue in
well-doing, give a blessing when His
own gond” time comes.  Siill, oh! how
we long for a change for the better, and
tosee some fiuit!  Ever since Captain
Fraser left the Dayspring. the natives of
Santo have taken very little interest in
the Mission, and many withbold their
presence altogether.

Isec in the May issue of the Recorp
1872, when speaking of the custom of
the Santonians with 1espect to  their
dead, T am made to say that they eat
pothing cookud on fire until the fiftieth
instead of the fifth day. Any person by
taking 2 moment’s thought might know
that such 2 statemient was inaccurate.
There is another inaccuracy T wish to
sorreet, viz., the correct spelling of Dr.
Geddie’s island is Ancityum, and not
the old formi in which vou print it.

On the evening of the 21th June,
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the Paragoa came to anchor, bringing
Mrs. and Me. Aunand, Mws. G. and
baby. On the following day she put
agam to sea. Jn the critical circum-
stances in which we were placed by
fear of the bushmen plundering all
our things, I could not see my way
clear to go to the Mission Synod. Tam
sorry to state that all the medical men
with whom Mis. G. consulted, advised
her, if she wishal her life to be spared,
to leave the islands as soon as possible.
I find it a dillicult matter to come to a
decision as to whether should leave or
vemain. [should not like to abandon the
Mission, antd nuthing except a real desive
to prolung the life of a beluved partner,
woukl make me think of sach a step.
But if she Lecomes worse, and her ease
more complicated and dangerous, I am
very much afraid that we must give up
our station on Santo.  On her way
from here to Syduey, she had several
very alarming attacks. No doubt the
hurricane, the wieek of the Duyspring,
the anxicty of mind, the privations and
difficalties with which she had to con-
tend, had a tendency to increase her
troubles. The Captain of the Dayspring
and his lady, Mr. Paton, Mr. Inglis, Dr.
Steel and some other guod Christians of
Svdney, were very attentive to her, for
all of which T feel excecdingly thankful.
I need not tell you how happy I felt at
seeing my beloved partner and son
again.  Idild not feel su anxions about
seeing then as T did before the bushmen
made an attack on us. A notorious
wretech who lived a few miles to the
north of our stativn—you will remember
the fellow, who stole & number of people
for a certain beastly trader, for which
our lives were put in jeopardy last year—
acted as guide to the 32 bushmen.  His
name is Luln Tirmul, but known to the
traders as Charley. A chief, two miles
north of uy, killed, a few days ago, five
bushmen, and divided them among all
the villages fiiendly to us to grace their
feast. T did all in my power tu prevent
them from duing so, but their reply was,
“they were your encies, they broke
your windows, furnitare, crockery, and
s0 on, and indeed for this they should be
killed and eaten up.”

We are in a very dangerous state, fo¥
an attempt may be made on our lives
when we have no person with us, but we



