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the citaraetristie of' wviilîiust bc ant enerzetic Prosecution of' I-ome 'is-,ionl
WOrk. W'O ritttst extend to incet the growtnýg 1)OpItlIationi of the colintry, and
wo muiist (Io so, not only by caliing upon Seotl.Ïnd for mioney, but by putting our
own sijoulders to the wvbooi. And iii doing titis wvork we inay expect a rieior
bIe'ý,zinc titan titat whichi caine on us throughi oîtr former labours: lsbcae
it ts more Citrist-like to hceip otiters than to litlp ourseives. The formner epocli
tenidct toi tuako us Congregational; iii this we shall beconte Presbytcria.1.
Each congregation in our churchi siîould think not of' itself only, but of the
whole chureh; but whien its labours are confined to, itself, iîow cari churehl feel-
ing bu gencrated! It is thon ap)t to, consider titat the church exists for it, ani
not it for ti4e church. foence arise unworth)y local prejuidices, narrowncss of'
view, and blindness to duty: and wlton these prvi.it rteeds no propîtiet to, decinre
that suchi a clmrcli at least cantiot he the clturch, of the eotîmtry and the fututre.

I read in the London Speriator, the otiter day, a letter frorn tite 1ev. J.
Balclwin Brown, one of the lending Independent itîiisters of London, iii answer
to a view taken by the Spectalor ot'tho superior excellence of' a national eliturchl
to mere Voluntary Societies or Conc-regations, in witich Ilthe minister limiits
bis cares to titose who, acknowlde bits influence and contribute to bis support,"
and 1 cannot forbear quoting soute striking sentences froin the letter, because
they show that even in that churcli systeni in wvhichi one congregation repre-
sents the whlole chutrelh, thure is a repud(iation of isolation. 1le si.ys -IlIf 1
know anything of tîte ideas of Independent Ministers at the present day. 1 rnay
venture to affirti that thei, look upon their chiurchos as centres of Eligltt and
Oiristian influence, froîn wvicli, accordinc, to the mnensure of thecir radiating
po,-,er, ail arotinti thein are to ho taugbit, iiclped, and blessed. W"e believe as
firinly as you dIn titat the comninity wlîich lives to itself ar d for its inmbers
oniv lu the way which y-ou indicate, (lies. In the church of whioh 1 amn the
tuinistet', our grect effort is to utilize tite power whichi is gathered ul) front the
zueinhers f br the neigliborhood around us. 1 feci myself increasingly disposed
to find in wvhat we cari give ont, rather than in what'we eau gather in, the test
of' otr vitality, and, in the highest sense, of our succiss." Those are noble
Nvords, and the only pity is, as the Speciator says, that there are so few B3ald-
win Browvus. W"ere there inany such, the parochird systeni xnighit be supersedcd
wiithout loss to, the countrv. In Britain, however, for many a long ay to corne,
that systemn which. our fAthers huiît up to cover the whole I and, ramnifying to, its
uttermiost corners, iih rernain a power for good which noue but the very igno-
rant or the very bigoted cari refuse to be thankftil for. In America it is very
different. Tite Stato is secular, and consequently a double work is imnposed ami
the churcli. She bas to give a sîîpply of religions ordinances where there is a
detuand. and, w retherc is no dernand, she lias to try and create orv'. She,
must bave an educatod iuinistry for the country as well as for the towxi - for
the new and poor settlenients, as well as for the old -anti populous. 11ms the
tinie, corne, thon, for us to begin u,. pay baîf of our own debts-to, keep btouse
for ourselves,-asking balf from oui' kinci mother only after we have done al
that wie eau. oursel-ves; te+ pull together, and hielp epch other, and -t!r feel thaat
'ire are one church ? Wîe are ail pretty well agreed that it bas. IVe~ are the
oldesqt colonies; and no wvonder that the Committee ask when our terin of pîtpil-
acte is to cotue to an end,-that thcy may be enablcd to turn to, ne'w fields, or
Concentrate their efforts on the heathen worl. Could we flot say to the Com-!
mittee, '- re reijuire £ 1000 stg. por aunum,: give us half, and wie 'will raise the
other hiall; wie -%ill on no account ask for more, and hope soon to ask for lcss? "
There are five Pr-esixyteries of us now, that of Halifax having in it by far the
fewvest inembersof tie Kirk. Cannot wie raise £500 sterling annually- amrong
us? I eau guarantee the fiftbi part of the sum front the Presbytery of 1alifax-
froin, wihat 1 know of this year's subsoriptions: and if more is needw, 1 arn sure~
ttat it would be given. G. M. G..


