IN XOVA 5C07T1N, REW BRUNSWICK, AND ALJOINTSG PROVINCES. 1Y
{hem ®ith deficiency of interest. They may : presence.  Your lfe, your real life, is nct
have some interest, but not enough.” Can|supplied fiom carihly sources,  Your life.
they say, like David, ® The habitution of thy , your 1eal life, us nut supported by carthly
fouse, ‘Lord, I have loved well?”--% Oue . pleasures. Yuur iife, your real life, is hid
thing I heve desired of the Lord, and that ( with Christ it Gude * Mortify, therefore.
will I scek after, that all days of my 1ife I, your members which are upou the easth.”
may dwell in thy houke to Leliold thy hewuty, 1 * Uncleanness, concupiscence, cutctousness,”
and to inquire in thy temple?” Duubtless to | these are pleasures of their kind, but they
many it would be at the cust of inconveni-, are pleasures that will pass anway. * Put ye
ence to cotae ; but, where there is 1o incon- | off all these, and put ye on hinduess, humble-
venience, there is no test of prefereuce. | ness, meehness, long-sullering, forbesrance,
Church attendance is the channel thiough | charity.” These are things at present but
which heavenly blessings flow, Itis the way [ poorly appreciated, but they will one day
to become heavenly-minded ; and when there | shine in the clear radiance of heaven's light.
is indifference about the way, we must infer ; #* When Christ, who is our life, shell appear,
the absence of the will. ) then shall ye also appear with Lim in glory.”
Again: another and equally important| It is difficult, Lrethren, to understand why
means is private meditation. * The seed on it should be the case, but it is nut difficult to
the good ground,” said our Lord, * are they | see that inreality itis the case, that the great
which, having heard the word, keep it.” The { majority of men,—even, alas! the majority
husbandman, when he sows his seed, dues  of professing Cheistians,—instead of sitting
not leave it on the surface exposed to ¢very | loose to the things that are seen and tempo-
evil influence. 'The harrow is sent over the | ral—instead of this, they lean their whole
field, making the ridges of the furrows tv | weight upon them; they lay up for them-
fall on the seed, and cover it up securely. | selves treasures upon earth; they love the
Thus it is protected, and is safe.” Now the | creature more than the Creaor: and thus
birds eannot easily carry it off, nor the sun | they “spend their money for that which is
scorch and consume it ; but there in secret it | not bread, and their labor for that which
feeds upon the fertilizing sap, and gradually | satisfieth not.”
expands and grows. David understool the | Brethren, it is good for us to stretch i
Yrocess in spiritual husbandry. “Thy word | thought beyond the present scene of things,
have hid in my heart.” Meditation alone | and to anticipate the time when all that is-
can do this; and, in our secret, solitary , alluring around us shall have passed away.
Lours, it must be done. Where there is not | It is good for us to sce that when our earthly
this habit of serious reflection, the grand re- | portion fails, we may bave a portion in the
alities of religion lie forgotten and ignored. sky. So that we may be able, like the
Truth, let it ever be remembered, must not | Psalmist, to say, * Whom have 1 in heaven
only be understood and known, it must also | but thee ? and thereis none in all the carth that
be pondered and felt, or it can never impress my soul desires besides thee ; flesh and heart

our heart, it can never influence our life.
pnce more: There must be the habit of
private prayer. I suppose mdst of us hive

may faint and fail, but thou a1t the strength
of wy heart, and my portion fev ever.,”
In conclusion, let me remind you that this

again and again resolved to be more frequent i setting our affection must be, not oceasional
and regular in our secret devotions, and may , and transient, but habiiual and constant;
again and again have had to mourn over jnat in the calmness and composure of our
broken resolutions.  Prayer is the great,.neditative hours, but in the noise and bustle
mezns for keeping alive religion in the soul. , of our daily business, we must strive to sit
And it is just because we vestrain prayer that {loase to the things of exsth. Not in the
we remain cold and worldly, At communion | stillness and sclemnity of our suvic |l seasons
seasons, a christian congregation gives gregt | alone, but in the toil wnd tutmol of the
Jromise of fruitfulness—when reli;lous feels | world’s pursuits, we must strive to =it loose
Ings are fresh and strong, when hundreds of | to the things of emth. Nout in the quiet re-
persons solemnly pledgo themselves to re-, gion of our thoughts aud fuciings «nd re-
nounce_evil and endeavor after new obedi- | solves alone, but in the sphe. of our active
ence. In how many will this earnestness be , accupations and purposcs wnd plans, we must
retained after six months haye passed away ? | endeavor to set our aJection on the things.
We ‘may safely predict, ouly in those who , abose. Not in the loneliness and awitl cri-
keep up constant communion with their risen | sis of our dying hour alune, Lut in the bright
Redeemer by habitual, daily, fervent prayer. , and buoyant moments of our while exisicnce,

Finally. “Why ave we to set our affection , we must strive to set vur ~fection on the
on the things above, and to sit loose to the , things above. *If any mun love the werld,
things on the earth? The Apostle not only  the love of the Fatler'is not iu him. Yorall
lays down the requirement, he also lays down , that is in the world—the Just of the flesh,
the reason: “ For ye aro dead, and your life , and the lust of the ¢ycs, and the pride of Life,
is hid with Christ in God.” With regard 15, is not of the Father, but of the world; and
worldly pleasures, you are as a dead thing, , the world passeth away, snd the Just thercol”
unaffected by them, unconscious of their | —AMEN, )



