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JU-NE, 1872.

An Act bas been passed by the Penusyl-
vania Legisiature, extendingthe Cornpetency
of persons to be witnesses lu crimninal cases.
It provides that lu proceedings wbere the
crime is flot above the grade of miisdeueeanor,
the porson. chargud shall, at his own roques!,
but not otherwise, be deerned a conepetent
witness; but bis neglet or refusai to testify
shall fot croate any presuneption against hlm,
nor sisal! any rufurencu be made to, or com-
nient made uipon, such negilect or refusai,
by the counsel lu the case, during thue trial.
Proceedings lu forgery and perjury are ex-
cepted frone the operation of the Act.

Statutos sirnilar to this are already lu forte
lin sorne o? the other States; for examuple,
New York and Maine. Attempts bave been
made, cbiefly by Lord Brouglinne, to introduce
such a iaw into the Enghish systorn, but
hitherto lu vain. We shouid like to know
bon' tbe clause which iays it dowu. that "no
preosurption shah! be created agalîrst any
person withholding his testimony," le to ha
carried out practicaily. It would puzzle even
the traditional " Phihadeiphia laxvyer" to pre-
vent such a course of conduet frone raising a
prejudice in the mind of the jury against the
person incriminated. We apprebend, how-
CVOF, that no serions injurywilt result in stach
a case, as airnost evory innocent person wil
seize the opportunîty o? clearing bîrnouif upon
oath. Muci rnight ho said both for aud
against this enlargemnent o? the ian' of evi-
dence, but it is not necessary non' to dwel
upon the subject.

Lawyers are ofteu blamed by their clients
for giving wrong opinions orn points o? ian', or
rather for exprcssing vien's which are not sus-
tained n'ben thu cases corne before the courts,
and this, lu the rninds o? the suitor, means the
sarne thîng. Vie shouid recoxnrend complain-
ingitigants to read the judgmenî of the Court
o? Appeal iu Forsyts v. Cal! et ai., n'here a
question arose on. the construction o? a will as
to the estate taken under it by a devises, one 0.

Jurle, 1872.]


