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what Mr. Norwood comas te compiain of; on
the contrary, 1 think il is s sarious charge againat
Mr. Norwood that ha shouid hava done that
-thal ha sbonld hava saut ont a ship ioaded in
that way ; and I think that 'Mr. Norwood pro-
perly resented it, and did complain of that, for
1 tbink the l3th and i4tb paragraphs of bis affi-
davit distinctly showv that Ibat wvas a vary great
part of the charge whicb ha comphaiued of-not
the wbohe, but a great part of it. Now, 1 coma
to tha conclusions which iead me, as a malter of
fact, to say that sha was ov%ýroaded, and that
the ioss wvas partiy owing to the overloadiug.
It is fair te state that wban it had been
rnmoured thal sha had beau overioadad thara
isad beau an investigation by the Board of
Trada and than, aftar Mr. Stéphenson's iattar
-to the Board of Trada Sacratary, .caliig thair
-attention to it, thay made a furthar investiga-
tion. They did not take viva voce avidenca,
'but thay did look at the proteat and the scaut-
linga of the ship, aud thay did look at many of
the papars which we hava got. Stiii, tbay did
neot get the whoia avidance which wa hava ha-
fore us, nor did thay haar anybody on the othar
aida ; stili, notwiîhstanding that, I think that
ia flot iightiy t0 ha passad by. I think the in-
vestigation made by the man of skill of the
Board of Trada (two of wbom are daad) is nlot to
b4pased by ; yat, notwilhstàuding the conclu-
sion they arrived at from the investigations
wbich they made, 1 conâe t0 the conclusion titat
thay wara mistaken, and that thara was over-
loadiug. 1 tbiuk it la quite true-and it is a
fair ramark to ha made, and Mr. Norwood is
enîitlad to maka the ramark-that ha baiavad
Mr. Laing built the vessai to carry 1,800 tous,
and tisat ha might propariy ha eutitied tu think
that sha wonid carry 1,800 tous ; and I have no
doubt ha wiii probabiy continue to think ha
did not sand ont the vessei ovarloadad andi
unable to carry the 1,800 tons. 1 lhiuk it
is probable ha wili continue to think su, sud
h think ha wiii ha antitled lu aay, Il Here
ara uuderwritars who axamined into tha malter,
and here is the avidence of nautical men and
experts, who say that this vessai was not over-
loaied ; that if il had beau a point of iaw wa
should hava beau the hast judges of tbat, but
as to a point of seamanship, or a point raiating
to the capacity of a vessai of a certain buiid,
the persons who built the vassal and nanticai
mfln wouid ha battar able to judge of that ;" and
he wiih also probabiy continua to say that the
Board of Trada were rigbt and that wa are
'WrOng. It is a fair thing to say. Wa hava

igiven that its due weight ; but, notwîthstand-

ing that, it is our duty to act upon the opinion
we have formed; and that opinion is-at al
avents, it is sny owu, and 1 think both my
iearned brothers agite with me-that the vessai
was overioadad, and that this was partiy the
cause of the ioss. 1 think that is the greater
portion df the charge made against Mr. Nor-
wood, and that it is suhstantiaiiy true what Mr.
Piimsoil has saîd as far as that is concerned.
But then Mr. Norwoo(l asserts, and he with
svreat truth asserts, tiiî M4r- Plimsoii has greatiy
iibeliad him-he has gone beyond that, and
very considprabiy and very wrongiy bayond
what he ought to have doue. 'Now, let us see
how that is. Mr. Plimsoli, iu bis ganerai
ramarks, makes a strong statameut, but, nlot.
withstanding, thera is truth in it. An under-
writer who has insured a vessai gats his premnium
and trusts to the good faith of those who are
iusuring with hlm, sud that tbay wiii sand ont
the vessel properiy ioaded and fonnd ; but if the
vessai is lost, and there are suspicions circum-
stances attaching te ber ioss, ha wiil prohabiy
say, "I1 do nut iutend to throw auy suspicion
on it, or to litigate it, " as it is aiways very up-
bill work to do so ; but whean u unerwritar
iusnA a vessai, and the vessai is lest, and ha
does net say that tha vessai has been over-
ioadad, but pays the amount that ha hs iu-
sured, it is hy no means to ha takan as a proof
that she bas not beau overioaded. It on]y goes
to the axtant that ha mnay ha afraid to put that
forward, and thinka il ia bopaleas to go on and
refuse to psy ou that grouind. When Mr. Piim-
soll has used the argument, IlWben, therefora,
the ownar of a leat ship pleads in defeuca to a
charge of overloading, or of auy othar natura
that his dlaim for insuranca lias not been dis-
puted by the uuderwriters, the plea itsalf ii tau-
tamount to a full admission of guilt-whan
it ha stated in that way it is obvioushy ilogical,
and il shows what wss in Mr. Piimsoii's mmnd.
At page 2 ha makes au allusion to this Livonja
as heing one of the particular vessais said to
hava been sent te saa overioaded. Ha says, I
inaka this appeai to the Right Hon. -G. J.
Goschen, Firat Lord of the Admiraity, as to
whather h hava not corractiy statad tha position
of undarwritars in this malter to Sir James
Elphînstona, M. P. for Portsmouth, as to what
ha thinks of sendiug a spar.dackad ship, so
ioadad with iron that her main dack was 2ft.
lOin. under water, into tha extrema aast of the
Baitic lu Novambar." Thera can ha no doubt
ha was makiug an assertion that she was a
vessai with bar main deck '2ft. 1Oin. under
water, which, if sha was a spar-dackad vesse], in
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