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A FATAL MIERJTANCE.

A briglit littie girl joined a juvenile
~repernceSociety, and was very earnest

in getting lier young friends to join. But
her crowning achievement, on which. she
had set lier heart, 's'as getting lier father
to sigu the pledge. He wvas a conflrmed
tippler, but lie loved his child, and to please
lier he signed. The maxi went away and
broke the pledge, but the littie maid wouid
not be discouraged, and in a few weeks she
induced hlm to sigu again, and this Urne he
hept it.

When this child grew to be a -girl of
* seventeen she wvas one day invited to tea

by some of her frîends, who thouglit lber a
fanatic on the subject of temperance, and
had concocted a plot to have a joke on her.
When the first cup of tea was passed round
and she 'had tasted it, she burst into laugli-
ter which was almost maniacal. They asked
lier how she iiked it. She said, "Very
niuch." "«Do you know -what ïs in it?"
they said. "No," she answered, "'but what-
ever it was I wvill have some more." They
liad put rum in the tea, and the girl took
some more, and that niglit was carried home
drunk, and from that night she neyer could
be kept from the drink. She wandered
away to Portsmouth, and there she ultim-
tely died an outcast on the street. The

ttle maid had sayed lier fatber, but the
virus of the father's sin was in the chid's
_Clristiab Zlerald.

t'hink wehv n at httk sfar-
ther back than the Bible records. If you
sups that mani originated by si»ontan-
eous evolution out of lower animaIs, you
have to go infiniteiy 'far back-but that
supposition is purely hypothetical."

Concernixig the origin of maxi, Sir William
said-I know xiothiig: about the origin ot
man except what I am told i the Scrip-
tures-that God created him. I do: not
know anythixig more than that, and I do flot
linow anybody who does. I would say with
Lord Kelvin that there is nothing in
science that reaches the origin of axiything
ut 1 ail. That mani is a produet, a divine
creation, is ail that I can say. So with the
flrst animal, it must have been a product
of absolute creation. An regards the fu-
ture, Sir William does flot take a pessi-
mistic view at ail. -I my time 1 have
seexi so many abuses rectified, so nxy
great evils overthrown, and s0 mucli done

W, fr the spiritual weifare of humianity, that
I look forward to better things to corne."

The testimoxiy of sucli a mani far out-
'weighs ail the shailow anti-?Bibiical con-
ceits concernixig the origin of mai whicli
finxd their w%,ay to newspapers and rnonthly
'agazines.-Px,.

"'ORITICIS!iV' AIND Il rNSPIRATIO&."

Rev. John Hail, D.D., of New York, whose
miental welght and strength are in lceeping
with his giant stature, spoke as foliows at
the 3resbyterian Couxicil recexitIy lield in
Glasgow:

"'There is undoubtedly a real place for
true Biblical criticismn. The Bible never
has beexi i such circulation as it is at the
present time, and the god of this world, the
enemy of the Bible, lias been devising and
propagatîng forms of attack upon it ia the
namne of science and in the name of philo-
sophy.

tgWe need not be discouraged by that cir-
cumstance. On the contrary, let us as
ministers be diligent students of our Bible
as sucli, and teach our people to be the
samne; and whilep I do not think it Is a
desirable thing for us as ininisters to for.
mally speak and preacli upon those conclu-
sions of the so-called higlier criticîsr,-
whieh I venture to describe as the lowest
criticisrn,-I amn persuaded that there la a
certain fitness, that there is a certain wis-
dom. ixi our occasionally cailing attention
to the answers that eau be given to some
of these imputations ; and 1 ta1ke it as onie
of the indications of the providexitial care
o! Ris Churcli that is exercised by its King
and Ilend, that lin the departinextn of inves-
tigation that are now sometimes called
Egypooy anid Syriology, we are now

getting the xnost remarkable confirmations
of the historical accuracy of the Scrip-
turcs.

We as ministers could do well by calling
attention to these particular matters, and
occasionaily and fittingly, without paradixig
ourselves as being emixient scb.olars, direct-
ixig attention to the replies that are being
g1iven lin increasing degree and with increas-
in-g clearness in these two Unes of lInqulry
and investigation that we have corne to
descrihe as Egyptology and Syriology. I
arn one of those who believe that there wil
he coritinued studv upoxi these lines, andN
that the farther it is carried the clearer
will be the demonstration that the World
of God, is rue, through and through, fromn
beginning' to end.

If critics or others question us about the
mode of Inspiration, there la one answer
that I have al-vays f elt perfectly free to give
them :-"' regeneration is the work of tht
Holy Spirit ; "-and if any maxi insist upoxi
my telling the mnodus opcrandi, how that
thing was to be done, I can quote the words
that our Biessed Saviour used to a learned
anid scholarly maxi-" The wlnd bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it comneta
andl whither it goeth : so ia every one that
is boru of the Spirit." And precisely so i
the matter o! inspiration, we have the
blessed and glorions fact, and are flot re-
quired to explain to these so-called higlier
critics the ino Jus operandi.
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