
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW.

titude toward the divine fürnction of re-
production. Ignorance and irreverence
are the dragons to be overthrown.
Knowledge and the love of good are
the anly heroes than can slay them.
What shall we do, then : teacli the
boys and girls the things we have been
fondly hoping they would flot learn ?
Yes. A littie learning is a dangerous
thing, flot because it is learning but be-
cau'se it is lîttie. And littie is a relative
term. One who knows up to his full
capacity for understanding, is really
learned. He knows l.ttle who miglit
know more. XVhat would be. a great
deal for the boy of ten, miglit be dan-
gerously littie for the same boy at
twelve.

That children are not properly taught
the difference and relations of the
sexes is a terrible mistake. False
delicacy on the part of parents, and an
underestimate of the chuld's capacîty
and desire for knowledge have bten
the causes of incalculable evil. If you
do not teach your ch-1dren riglit others
will. teach them wrong. You cannot
begin too early. As soon as a child
goes out to play with other chuldren, it
hears whispers of things it neyer heard
of at home, and it begins to think. If
the child questions ils mother or father
it is put off with evasions -someti nies
with absolute falsehood -and charged
flot to talk about such things. As soon
as a child is old enough to, ask quies-
tions hie is aid enougli ta be told the
truth. Anid it is far better ta, tell him
more than lie can understand than to
lie ta him. In ihe one case there wili
be intimacy and trust between parent
and child; in the other reserve, and
distrust and curiosity will lead the boy
or girl I0 other sources of informat-on.
Yau cannot keep hinu from, thrm if you
five in the city ; you cannoe keep him
ftom them if you live in the country;
if you live on a desert isle and do your
own work you may succýed. So often
the very effort to keep a child from
knowing a thing drives him«to seek the
forbidden kn.owiedge from, improper
sources, or ta give free rein to lis

imagination, which may be far worse.
-put knowledge alone is flot enough.

Convince a man that whisky is injuri-
aus ta his digestive apparatus: will lie
abstain? Nat if lie believe the imme-
diate pleasure to be gained ta be
greater than the remoter evil effects.
You know ver>' well that you do injuri-
ous things when you want to do them.
If the knowledge of the danger attend-
ing an act deters you, you are a coward;
but if you believe it ta be wrong ta in-
flict an injur>' upon yaurself and forego,
a pleasure because it is wrong, you are
a liera.

Now what are you going ta do with
thàt child?ý Depend upora it lie will
nat be left in. utter ignorance. There
are schools always open where lie will
learn some truth, mucli error and a
fatal contempt for beauty and good-
ness. The anly thing ta do, it seems
ta me, is ta keep on very intimate
terms with him. Answer his questions
frankly. Dan't even w.-it ta be ques-
tianed. Let him see that there is no
subject that need be avoided, and noth-
ing that need be concealed. Let him.
share your reverence for the human
body, and your wonder and awe in the
presence of the miracle of grawtli and
reproduction And above al, give him,
plenty ta do and ta think about. Idle-
ness is as bad as igrnorance. Satan
provides as well for idle brains as for
idle hands.

Perhaps yau think I don't know
inucri about bringing up children, but
I do, for 1 have been a chuld and have
been brouglit up, and I have known
ather chuldren. I have known chil-
dren who have passed, inta manhood
fatally haridicapped by habits of mind
they need not have formed ; I have
known children wvhose early deaths
have been directly trbccable ta prac-
tices their over-modest and canfiding
parents neyer suspected. I know, and
you knowv, that mystery and secrecy
ha-ve charms that anly knowledge and
openness can dispel ; and that the par-
tial knowiedge that ail boys and some
girls pick up, is far. more dangerous
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