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THE DUTY AND ENCOURAGE-
MENT OF MINISTERS ASBUILD-
ERS IN CHRIST'S IIOUSLE.

A SERMON

¥ Preached by the Rev. Murdoch Stewart,
* 8 George’s Channel, Cupe Dreton, at
e opening of the Free Syned of Nova
,Seotia, on the 21th June, 1852 ; and
given for insertion in the Missionary
Record at the request of said Synod.
PsALM CXXVIL 1st: « Joccept the Lord
build the kouse, they labowr in vain that
* build it.”
% :Ja this Psalm a few examples are set
before us of 2 doctrine which holds true
inall cases, viz., the utter inefliziency of
% all buman plans, means, and endeavonrs,
g %‘{:ilhout the Divine blessing ;—the entive
Uependence of suceess, in any pursuit, on
:God  The builder may exert hinself to
the utmost in building ;—the watchman
i may careflully and anxiously waich;—
# ongmay plant, and ancther may water,
butif God withhold the blessing. ail their
;._labour is in vain. This is undenizbly
true of every thing in which man can en-
B :tﬁ'ange, and should be remembered and ac-
$ <knowledaed by all 5 but especially is the
seontinual remembrance, and humbie ac-
knowledgment of its truth, of supreme
3: Importance with regard to our peculiar
: work, For while, in worldly pursuits,
-Wen may succeed, though witerly forget-
-fal of God, and of their dependence on
- Him,—while the builder of an carthly
¢ 1a0ric may succeed to his utmost wish,—
. while the husbandman may reap the mdst
s2bundant crops from the soil he culti-
“ates,—while the worshipper of Main-
150 may heap up wealth, till even him-
“elf shall acknowledge it is enough,—
; while; in such things as these, men may
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succeed until the time come when their
souls shall be required of them, though
they live, and plan, and work, in com-
plete forgetfulress of their dependence
on God,—we have no reason whatever
16 cxpect that those engaged in the werk
of theichristian ministry will ever be suc-
cessful instruments in building up Christ’'s
house, Ifis church—the temple of the
Lord, unless they ever Lear in mind and
humbly acknowledge their cutire depend-
¢ince on the Lord himself, for the bless-
ing which will make the means of grace
effectual means of salvation, and .nless
they look to Him for that sufficiency
which they have not in themselves

Oun such an occasion as this, Fathers
and Brethren, when we, who, from our
oltice, may be called builders in Christ's
house or church, are met to deliberate on
matters which concern that building, it
will not be inappropiate to turn our ar-
teation briefly, at the commencement, to
the truth et forth in the text; « Except
the Lord build the house, they labour in
vain that baild i.”

Let us consider

1. The nature of our work, as com-
pared to that of builders, and the object
10 be aimed at by us—from which the de-
pendence of suecess upon God will be
manifest.

11. Some hints .s to our duty as build-
ers in the Lord’s House.

I1L. Our encouragement.

I The nawre of our work, as compar-
ed to that of builders, and the object to
be aimed at by us.

In various passages of Seripture we
find the Church compared to a house, or
temple, such as that of Solomon, and the
work of the christian ministry compared
to {hat of builders, Now, of what does



