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veinded the Acts of 1730 and 1739, &
gainss which thews ministers had been
teatifying : and, at the same time, passed
anact empowering the Synod of Parth
and Stirling » withont fuither inquiving
into the oceasions or steps of proceed-
ing, either on the part of the said Breth-
ren, or oy the several Judicatories, un-
der whose consideration the case hath
bieen,” to restore these brethren to their
respective charges, uniting them to the
communion of the Established Church:
“ But with thie express direction, that the
Synod <hall not take upon themto judge
of the legality, or formality of the furmer
provecdings of the Church Judicatores
1 relation to this aflair, or either to ap-
prove of, or censure the same.”  But al-
thougiy these proceedings removed sonie
ot the grounds of their secession, they
Jid not completely  satisfy  the four
Brethren.  In the course of 1737, and
1735, they were joined by Mr. Ralph
Irskine, minister at Dumfermldine, Mr.
‘Thomas Mair, minister at Orwel, Mr.
‘J homas Nairn, minister at Abbotshall,
and Ble. James Thomson, mimster at
Burntisland.  The separation was at
length completed by an act of deposition
passed upon those eight winisters by the
Assembly in 1740,

lappily for the object of securing a
free, tanhful, and returming Asecinbly
who might do justice to the Protest
which was left with the Comuwmissicn in
1733, there were many who, although
they concurred with these ministers 1n
condemning the procecdings, and seek-
ing redress of the grievances, of which
they complained, and leaged for that ex-
tent of retormation which they desired,
saw it, nevertheless to be their duty to
remain in the Established Church. Not-
withstanding defectsin its civil establish-
ment, its own constitution was sound, its
principles were scriptural ; and, however
arbitrary the proceedings of those whu
wera the prevailing party, they distin-
gmshed betwixt the mere majorities of
the day, and the Church whose princi-
ples and liberties were trampled on by
these majoritics.  They did what they
could o stem the tide of'evil.  Although
their hands were weakened by the seces-
sion of numbers who concurred with
them in principle, they stood to their
post, and did sometimes succeed in se-
curing better decisions than would other-
wise have been come to. When over-
borne, they kept their own conscience
clear by a consistent protest against the
injury which was intlicted on a Church
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whose aftaira ware, so fir, sntrusied to
their adwinistration. A long and dreary
period of" despotism, 1t is truo, followed
the secession, during which many parish-
o3 were desolated in consequence of fore-
ing ministers upon reclaiming congrega-
tions, vital religion was litile cultivated,
and the pulpits of the Listablishment, in
too many cases, seemed to be looked to
not £o much for the sacred services which
should be conducted there, as for the
stipends with which they werce connect-
ed.  During all thig time, however, the
spectacle presented was that of a church
whose principles were seriptural, in the
hands of a wmajority who abused their
trust and mismanaged her aflairs  Mer
of sound views could still, without incon-
sisteney, and with a good conscience, re-
main in her communion, even become
ber ministers, and take part with those
who were andeavouring to relieve her
from oppression.

At length the dawn of a brighter day
appeared.  The unsetiled state of soci--
ty towards the clow: of last century made
a heartless and selfish aristoeracy trem-
ble Many of them came 1o sce that it
was not the kind ot men whom they had
Rkitherto delighted to parronise that could
exert an influence for good, or could do
much towards averting such horrors as
bad marked the progress ot the French
Revolution  In the early part of tha
present century, also, & more sacred in-
tuence scems to have mpressed  the
minds of many of the higher classes in
Scotland ; so that, having been hrought
themselves 1o a relish for the truth as
i8 in Jesus, they wcre desirous of im
proving their intluence for the purpose
of #ecuring its dispensation in greater
purity throughout the pavishes of the
country. There bad been all along a
considerable amount of patronage wisely
directed, and the Church of Scorland
bad never been without its witnesses for
the truth; but now an improvement. in
this respect became very evident.  The
number of able, faithful, and zcalous mi-
nisiers was gradually increased.  The
Witherspoons, and the Erskines of an
earlier period, having been sueceeded by
the Moncreifls, the Thomsons, and the
Chalumerses of a later day, under their in-
structions and animated by their exam
ple, a band was at length seen emerging,
who, in the eventtul year 1831, constiiut-
cd the majority of e General Assem-
bly. Being now the majority, they act-
ed in perfect consistency with the prin-
ciplas whick they had all alongwamisin-



