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2. The Commiadmenfi 8hose tu osto
naed of Chriat. The iaw teaches us what
ve ought to Le, what we should strîve to
be. When, however, we look at our-
selves in its light, we flnd tisat we are the
very thisg whicb the la"' condemne.
Elaving, therefore, itzelf o saving power,
it impels us to seek One, who cals save.
That is Christ. Hia work je "to magnity
the law," and rescue us from, its penality.
He.also gives us strengtb to keep the law,
saving us nlot frosu obedience but unto
obedience. He pardons our past viola-
tions of tise law; ho assiste us to keep the
law; and forgives yet again our imperfect
attempte to keep it. The soul's oslyftree-
dom, therefore, je ini accepting him who
purifies while he pardons, and strengthens
while he justifies. Thse Cosomandoseote
have nlot done their work unlees, as a
" achoolinaster," they have led to Christ.
It is flot their province to alter or improve
man' s corrupted nature, but to show how
great is bis nîed of Divine hîlp. Convict-
ed by thse Law ut sin, Christ isocomes such
a Saviour as tise seul requires, euch as its
necessities demand. lIsview of whatmsais
ouglit to bie, but ia net, Christ appears ans
atouing, forgiving, divinely-helping Re-
deenser. Will you accept himi1

Slsie je the guilty sionersa stead,
Hia sSsscless righteousnesn 1 plead,

Thy mei, Lord, my robi shal hi,
Thy nserit shall atone for ose,

Aed bring me nier te tiod."

Lsssos XI.] [SEPT. 11, 1881.

IDOLATRY PUNISHED.
tEeS. 32: 26-3e.

We canoot read this account withuut
being shocked at the suddenness and
shamnefuiness of the Israelites' sin. They
yen just redeemed frons bodage. The
vaiings of the Egyptians and the exulta-
tion of Miriaussa song had scarcely died
upon their ears; the bread frous heaven
and vater frosu thse rock were stili sweet
upon their lips; the ssilemo covenant with
their redeeming <lot vas hardly ratified;
Muses was stili wits Jehovah upon the
terrible mount; wheu the peuple came
about Aaron like a mob, crying, Up,
make us a god to go before u. That

weak man, 1prhaps, hoped to put thons off
by deusanding the sacrifice of their golden
oroaments. But they wers lient upun
iniquity. Su the caîf vas madle, doubtleus
of wood, covered wits plates of guld, and
flnished with a graving.tool. AntI they
shouted hetore it, This is tlsy god, 0 larasi,
which brouglit thee out ut tise Uand of
Egypt,

I. The Idololir. What was the menu-
ing ut tise idol 1 We are accustomed to
think ut image-worship as ans entire me
jection of the true <lot and choico of a talse
deity. But this dues not seem thse fact
here. TIse peuple liurroweel frosu Egypt
the synsiol ot ite chiot divinitios, and set
tîs up s ais image ut Jesovas. Our
version rends, Make us gode; but tise
word ie Elolsis, used elsewlsere tor tise
true <lod, lieing put iii tIse plural, accord-
ing to tIse Helirow idions, tu give dignity
te the ols.ect. Tlsey did nut call it Apis,
liss, or Mnevie. Wlsy slsould they turn
to a doit>' that lîsel juet hein humbled
betore tîeir own i They called ittisegcsd
that had brouglit thesu up out ut Egypt,
whom the>' knew tu lie Jehovah. Stili
mure distiîsctly in appointing the festival,
Aaroo ssid, -To-morroso je a toast uno
Jehovah. Tise caît, theretore, was tu
stand for Jehovah, as did the two calves
which Jeroboan et up in lersol ta keep
the peuple frons guing te Jerusalens te
vorship. Tise> wanted a visible repre-
sentation ut tise Invisible One, something
they cuuld look at and SoucIs, which they
could surel>' fissd in its place wlses tlsey
wished ta offer sacrifices or #sk favors
Persaps aIl idolatry originated in this
eeemissgly excusable desire Su aid worsbip
b>' making tise unseen Being more real ta
the seuses. But it has always suîsk ino
tht. grossest iseathenissu, in which, Su the
mass ut tise peuple, tise idol is tise gud.
Israel sinned t-hruugh unlieliet. If tise
invisible Jehovas was ta contrul their
lives, lie must cuntinually assert hinsseif
by direct interpusitious. Wheu tise min-
cIes ceased, tise thunders diîd ava>',
Muses ansd his rod disappeared, their faits
also vanishied. It vas as if he haci ceased
tu rosIe. Tise> had nu faitis, unly sight,
Very stupid ansd wicked, doubtless; but
vhat bitter is the unhelief ot tu-day,
whîch cannot-that in, vill not-selieve
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