
CALL A S1>ADE A SI>ADE.

forni of addressing the publie, througlî the niewspaper, lias iiever
found favor -%vith the best writers; customn sanictionls it, that is
ail. It is nieither elegant; îor coniveiiieît, and as a forni, if it
were adlopted by writers grenerally, if would be initolerable to
their readers. It lias bad ellecfs on style and on taste, aîîdt is
destructive of ail the traditions of our ]itishi iclioin. It te ipts
eveii nîodest men' to put onl the disguisc of egrotisin: alid oli the
other biaid if spoils ail tlie graces and cliarnîs of those passages
wliere the writer's owni peculiar tlîoughits, actionis or expressionis
can be broughit forward. Maîî-.tiy a coifideîif assertion or dlogma-
tic impertinience niow uttered under the mark of plurality wvou1d
have been modified hiad flic edifor lien distiiicfly reninidcd of
his inidividuial responsibiity biy a more natural formi of speech.
I>ersonially I have experieiced considerable emnbarrassinent lroim
the practice of coiicealiing inyself under this cover: but custoi
havinig sanictionied it, I do nuL feed courageous enougli to be odd
and peculiar, or to be chiaractcrized as a pedant wisingiç to niakze
imiisel l 0151?c110u5 iii the profession. Z

Tii coiîsideriing the perils to which a languag.ice is exposed the
conistanit inffluenic of corruptioni from fureign wources miust not
be overlookedi. If woul be safe to say that our Engi,-ili lin-
gruage lias suffercd iii ifs purity mnore fromn the Amîiricainiss
thact have beeni inîported inito if durig flic past 100 years flîaîî
froni aiiy otlier cause. The slang expressions, extravagrant
sinîjles, anid coarse humor, whlui permuîatc mir periodical
literature, anid particularly throughf the Cohunuiis of our lpNws-
papers, as well as the ordiniary speech of the day, corne very
largrely fromn that source. Our langcuaýge circulafes mucli as our
Wlood does. It brings backz wifb it f0 the hecart ail sorts of
imlpurities, froui the extreinlities to Nvhlich it bas pecnctrated ani
mnfortuniately nature lias îîot prvded any limgs for the oxy-
genation of speech. Writing,1o" anZpaigweebfimr
grenerally pure in the days of tlîe essayisfs, of Goldsmith aiid of
Burkze, than they are, to-day. The de.terioration of mir inothier-
tongcue conîmeniced with the coloniial agre. It is liard f0 fîgbit
agais tliese coloniialismis, and it is lamentable f0 notice how
avariciously these unEgibwords anid phrases are seized
upon and m iade to pass mi-rrent by many good, schiolarl
wrifers, who thiink it necessary to write dowab to the avecrage
intelligrence, rather than to raise that intelligence by hiavingç a
careful. regard to the idiorn of our comprelbensive mnother-
tonglue as it wsspokenl and \vritteu by the mnasters of thie art
100 years ago.

Witb regard to magniioquence and misuse of wvords, I hiave


