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THE PRINCESS.

The Story of Tennyson's Poem, The Prinicess.'

Nadelightful spring holiday a plîilanthropic kniglit, Sir
Mlalter Vivian by name, placed bis Engl*sh park and
estate at the dispos-ai of the people, thiat they might

-- - -"wvander at w'ill o'er the mieadows." The great mnass of
excursionists, let loose, indulged ail their fa-.,c:cs. The city clerk re-
clined in the shade, on a fragriant knoll; some played tennis, others
cricket, and id the distance a gatlîering of schoolboys, of ail ages
and sizes, could be seen scampering over the lawn in the game of
fox and hounds. But our attention is drawn to a select party com-
posed of Lilia Vivian, the knight's daughter, bis son, Wal ter, Aunt
Elizabeth, and one of Walter's college companions. Seated on the
greens-vard, each expressed a desire to hear a story. FinalIy WlaI-
ter was chosen, and, readily consenting, told the followving tale
wvhich he and a number of fellow-students composed one Chr;stmas
night as they huddled about the hearth fire. ln this story of the xays
of a womnan lie liad a pretty idea of teasing bis sister, xvho wais a firmi
believer in w,ýotren's ability to cope wvithi men. It is told in hiarmoni-
ous tetnrmeter, agrecably interrupted at tirnes by a song from eithier
of the ladies.

Thiere was once a crown prince, noble of feature, and stately of
frame, -who had been, in early youth, betrotlied to Ida, -a princess of
the kingdomn to the south of his father's territory. W-7 hcn the time
came that lie should nîarry lie was iîîformed, by messages from lier
kingly father, tliat bis daughter was of a haughty temperamient, and
refused to recognize the early engagement. He also stated that it
--,as lbeyond bis power to do aucght to secure its f ulfilment. The
prince, -who, fromn childhood, had reverenced a Iock of lier hair, and
lhad treasurcd a pictture of a baby-face, hid in curîs, grew to love his
little angel. Witlî the reclklessness of youth lie decided to present
hirnself to Ida in person. H-e stole awvay froni his father's court, ac-
conipanied by bis friends, Florian and Cyril. They journeyed to
Kingy Gama's capital, w'here disappointment met themn. Tliere they
learned that the princess nowv directed a college for the cultivation
of womnen, in a country castle, hitherto tlie royal sunimer resort.
Conceiving sorie. idea of lier disposition, the pri 'nce saw no way of
presenting lus suit other than to enter lier establishment disguised as

Ili


