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niost sacred and miost cherislied doctrines of the Catholic Church.
The coronation of a sovereign- is, and ought to be, an imipressive
and sacrcd ceremiony. It is miore than a splendid spectacle; it is

"a solemnn recogyniion of the mutual obligations bet.ween the sov-
ereign anci the subjects, made in the presence of that Almîighty
Beingy by whom alone kings do reign. It is essentiaily in its his-
tory and in itself, a religious service, and not a mnere pageant of
pomp or a mere showv of song- and tinsel. W'hen God chose Satil
ta rule as first king over I-is own beloved people, the jevs, we
are told in the Oid Testament that "Samnuel (the Highi Pricst) took
a vial of oil and poured it upon Saui's head and kissed Iilmi and said:
15 it not becaw'se the Lord hiath appointcd thee to be captain over
his inheritance?" And then "'Samuel said to ail the people, sec

* ye hlmi ivhom the Lord býath chiosen, and thee is noue like him
aînong ail the people ? And ail the people shouted and said, God
save the Kingý."' (I Samuel X, 24.)

This custom of royal miction wvas peculiar to the jewishi peo-
plie. "Notvhere cisc," ;savs St. Augusti ne, " %v'erc kcings anoint-
ed, than ini that kingdcorn where Christ was foretold and wvhence
He %vas to conie." And this sacred cerem-ony seems to have de-
sce.nded to ail Chiristiain nations. At ail Christian coroniations wc
find that the religions elenwnt suirpassed ini iniportance everything
cIsc. Anloir. tings and prayers, vigils andi tasts, oathis and admon-
itions wvent to compose the ritual by which sovcreignty vas con-
ferred upon the rightful heiir.

And the history of Great Britain affords a remarkabic confir-
mation of this assertion. Not untîl o,,- A. D., dici the great mis-
sionary St. Augustine, land upon the shiores of England, bearingy
to thc nation the blessings of the gospel of Christ. Vet in the
pontifical of Archibisliop Eg-bert, who died ln -66 A. D., 've flnd
the fo1iowing profession to be fiac by the sov'ereigni

1 wlio, by' the nrovidcsîcc of Goti, arn about to bc Kiing, profess
befor± God and J-lis atigels, tha-t hccfortil, accordirig to nmy know-
Iedge atnd, poiver 1 %viII do and keecp j'--,tice and peatce to tile Chutrcli
of God, and 1,.-, th people suhjc? tt. nie, witî dhuc regard to the
uîcercy of ûod, atccordling as 1 shil bu able to, ascertain by the coincil
of mny fahthful (aidvisers>S
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