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fl'astor alnb 1people,
11R CARET!?.

What can it mean? laitl aught te llini
'rhat the nighiîs ait long and the days aie ttm
('un lI ie rnîîched l'y the grief- I bear,
Which saddcn tire licart and whiien thc liait
.About lits theone arc etettial calnms,
And strong, glad music of happy psalms,
And bliss unruffled by any strite;
lIowv can le care for my litte fle?

And yet I want flinito care fûtrnie,
WVlile I live in ihis world wvhec te sorrows lie,
When tie ligits die dnwn in thîe path 1 take,
WVhcn %Làengih is fectiie and 1riendh lor!iake,
WVhen love and music thai once did bles
l ave left me tei silence and lonelinets,
And my laie-song changes t0 sobbing piayers.
'lheu my spirit cries out for a haod who cares.

%W lien sl'adotvs bang civet the whole day long,
And rny ujnii is bowed wiîh shame and wtorig
Whien I arn nul guu.d. and i.he deci,ci shade
0f consciou; sin in my heart is made,
AndJtire bu;y world bas toci mich ici(do
To stay infà !,S -uusc e ici ep me thiough;
And 1 long foi a Satiuur-,.an i l b
'lhat the Goil of the cîniverse rares for me~

0 worideî fui £Iry ùf deathîs lut,
Fâclî child isdear to that heart ahove
lie ights for me wvhen 1 cannot fight ;
l le comforts me in the gloomn of nîght;
lie lifts thse Laden, lui lit is strunig,
lie çtills the sigla anl awakes the süng
The sorruw thrai howed me dlown lie ,cars,
Andi loves and pardons because lie cates.
Let ail who are sad talze heart agaîn;
%Nle are flot alone n aur hours ofl pain;
Out Father stVýj.js fium IL.u thruric abuve
To socilie and quiet us %çith llUs love.
lie leaves us not when the stiife is high
And uve have safety. for 1li s nigb.
Can il be trouble whîch 1lie doih share ?
Oh, test ins peace. foi the Lard ssiI! cale
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More than once ofl laie have 1 put my.
sel( the question, and it wtîghs heavily
upon rny heart:

WVhat cati we do as ministers ofne of
the largest, wealtbiest, and most influential
Churches of ibis Dominion, to give te our
people a truc conception cif the magnitude
and importance of the problems wbicb face
us in ibis country, and on tht right solution
of which depend tht sîability of our free
British institutions, the peace, tht progress,
the commrecial, intellectual, moral and
religious growth of our land?

We, Christiana mînasters, have given
stuidy and îhnsught tei the question of Romish
theology; we know somtthing of tht un-
scriptural dogmas of that apostate Cburch,
we know how they subvert the plan ci salva-
tien, and we [cet that it is impossible for us
to be truc ici Christ, loyal to uis teacings,
wibout oppasing the soul.destroying errors
of that dangerous system.

We know whaî the moral îeachings of
Rornanisrn are, we know what havoc they
make of the conscience, we know that we
bave here notbng but a grand system of
compromises, destructive af principles of
ntegrîv, trutbfulness and righteousness.

We are not astonished at tht resulîs which
sucb teachîngs have produced tht wide
world over. We a.ndersar'd shy the French
nation was laurqcbed into infidtlity ; we do
net wonder at tht povtrty and risery of
Roman Catholic Ireland ; tht infidelity and
immoraitv and criminatiîy af Italy do not
surprise us. Tht loady sceries enacted in
tht United States, tht frghîful corruption
of the gteat cities wt are prepared for, when
we take int account the tact that tht foreign
element, largely Roman Catbolic, cuînum-
bers tne Ameuîcan population.

Knowing tht teacbings of Rornanism we
understand why bo per cent. of the cramin al
class, in prisons, alms-houses, penetentiar-
its, etc., art Roman Catbolic.

But how niany of our people know these
tacts and believe ]Zamanîsrnata be what it
is ? Few, comparativtly iew. The question
seldomn cornes before îhem. Mnisters say
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they bave other -and1 more important duties
ta attend ta, than that af lecturing on such
a themie. And so tbey have.

Tht press dots not find the topic suici.
entli' takingy, sufficiently palatable and
popular ta give much space ta il. And sa
aur people grow up ini blissful ignorance af
the nature of a system af education and re-
ligion svhich checks us on every hand.
Things bave carne ta such a pass in our
country thai three-fourtbs ai our people
do nat know wby îhey are Protestants.
Thacy are Protestants hecause tbty by
chance ta have heen bora in that C'hurch.
Tht moral backbont af Protestantism is
gone. Scarcely is ane af tht great ques-
îi,as aif tht dav discussed an is merits.
Everytbing is looked ai irom tht standpoint
of policy. Principles are at a discount and
the moral sense is being biunted. Rame
knows ail ibis very weil. Our weakness
and ignorance constitute ber streugîb.

Tht more 1 study tht hi'îory of aur
Country, consider tht state ai tbings whtcb
bas heen created and ta a large extent exs-
ists at tht present marnent, make myself
ncquaintedl witb tht nature af the forces and
;i fluences which bave been at work and
have sa largely moulded and fasbioned tht
people who have sa overwbelming a major-
itV in this Province, the less hesitatian have
1 in saving that I set no hope for this land,
for its emancpation irom tht aId shackles
ai med*avvalism whicb bave sa long check-
ed its grawih, tram tht reigo al corruption
which now disgraces us ; I cannai hope for
its onward march and permanent prosperiiy,
unless we can canvince the Church af God,
that sucb progress is inseparably connected
wiîh aur ability ici cause thetîruths ai tht
gospel ita supersede Romish error, ptnetrat-
inîg and pcrmeaîing tbe minds and hearts of
ait svha dveli among us and among whom
jc dive!).

It is a cause af anxieîy and discaurage-
ment that maoy ai tht Ieading men ai aur
cty and other citles ai ibis land are unwil-
ling ta îdenîîfy tbernselves uith this work of
reformatian. Political, business and social
reasons stand an the way. They refuse ta
give monty, or thev gave a little and abject
ta have it made known. 1 nced flot say
that ths is a source of weakotss for us, and
ane ai strength for Rame. We mîgbi say
that the sîrength oft iat pohitico-religious
organaation is sîmply cammensurate ta.
day with tht wveakntss ai aur Protestant.
ism.

There is no doubt that %ve must trace
much of tht indifference and cowardîce ai
wich uve comp'ain ta tht wanî of truc reli-
gion and consecration ta God and duty.
But, in tht case cf naany, it cao bc traced
ta tht faci that these persans bave oct ade-
quate information, bistorical koowlege on2
these qllestions. If this living issue were
brouigbî ta tht front, if it were madt clear
ta God's people and ta tht patrinîs oatour
ccuntry, that we bave here a great mission-
ary and patriatic duty ta dischargc for aur
God and country, mnany would respond and
take a mare active part in ibis moavemeot.

Ont ai the great reasons why tht atten-
tion cf tht Churcb cf God sbould be called
ta ibis therne is tbat Rame bas neyer been
sa wily, sacunniniz as she now is. She bas
perhaps neyer put ia practice Loyala's
dangerous maxirn. 1'Tht end justifies tht
meanF," ta tht extent she dots to.day. Tht
Pope, and bis chief lieutenants, do not for-
gel that we are living ai tht close af the
l9th ceniury. Tht Church is trying, even
in Quebec,to make Protestants believe -and
avtb good success-that she is becaming
liberal and tolerant. She knows tht art of
deceiv"ing ta perfection. Whe ortme end
is ta bc reacbed, ad vriajore:;t Gloriano
Dei, she cao afl'ord ta makce a fair show of
liberality.

ln tht United States, she bauds a catin-
cil at Baltimnore and decrees that parochial
scbools must bc estahlishcd. Then she
scnds a Satolli ta say, vhere and wbeo she
can't help herself, that she is oct opposed
ta tht public scbool system. And blind,
good naured, illagical Americans are haad-
winked and taken in.

lu Canada, i the presci moment, she
is preparcd ta precipitate civil war, raîber
than allow a Province ai Our Dominion ta
exercise its rigbîta establish a system of
public schools.

Noîwitbstaoding such and cuber mosi
flaigrant contradictios on ber part, natwîth-
standing tht fact àhat the dogma cf intallibil-
iîy remains ins fuit farce, thausands ai Protes.
tants arc blindtolded and fai ta sec the
necessiiy ai oppasîng se dangercus nnd
harmial a system.

It ivili be time for us ta believe in
Rarne's professions of liberality wben she
elirinates frorn ber creed those dogmas
which preclude liberality and toîcrance. We
ask atiy man svha reasans how there can bt
anythIng but tyranny and intalerance where
intallibility is claircd ?

There is great need ai putîîog îbîogs ta
their truc light befare tht people, that ihey
may be led ta tend a mare hcarty support in
giving the gospel ta ibose wbo walk in dark-
ness, are perishing for want ai savîng trutb,
and imperiling tht safeîy of tht ship af
state in whicb ive arc sailing as well as
ihey.

There is another reasan why the atten-
tion ot tht petaplt ai aut Church sbouid be
especîally called ta ibis work, the attention
nct cnîy cf ihase who believe in aggressive
missianary yack amang Romanisis, but cf
those who bave a rather exalted opinion af
tht beneficent eficci cf the religious and
moral teacbings af Rornanism amcng tht
people it controls.

Tht Province of Qaebec aflto-day is net
wbat it was flfty, nay twenty-five years ago.
If tht Cburcb ai Ramne is strong because cf
its weaiîh and influence, because ai the hand
it bas in polîtics, as a moral cnd religious
power, she is lasing ber hald upen tht peo-
pIe. She occupies tht position af a slave-
master, she holds the people because thcy
fear tht lash ai thtesvbîp, not because tbey
love tht band that smitcs, flot because tbey
believe witb tht heart the teachings ai this
Cburch. 'ru ather wcrds religion is becam-
lng a matter tiSindifference for îhousands,
and for as large a nunîber an abject of
hatred. Tht extent ta wbich religiaus in-
dîflerence prevails, an indifférence which
amouots ici practical heaîhcism ; the extent
ta which principles ai righteousness, ai
purity, cf rnorality, ai corneon trutblulness
and honesty are disregardtd, is simply ap.
paiing. We have cause for alarrn.

Take aur civic affairs. Could they he in
a mach worse state? We have organîzcd
pillage, systmatic robbery. It is nexita
impossible ta obtain redress, intemperance
gaînibling, vice, Sabbatb desecratian we are
belpless in figbtbng and keeping in check,
because our civic offilcers are, for the most
part, ici open sympathy witb al ibese phases
cf cvil. Who bave. been iheir educators?
Where did they gtt their religions and
moral training ? In tht churches and
scboals ai Romanisrn. New, 1 ask, is i
truc that we, as a God-learing people, will
surrender -o tht pciwers of iniquity and give
over aur City and aur province ta tht tender
mercy cf tht unprincipicd and godless?
We say, no, no. But wben we raise aur
voices, voben vot enter aur pratesi, we are
simply laughed ai and iniquiîy îrlurnpbs.
We cannot change tht dishonourable and
disastrous state ai tbings which prtvàils,
witbouti naking a dlean sweep ai the dis-
honorable men who are responsible for it.
And it is just ai ibis point that aur lament.
able helplessness reveals itselt. The moral
sense o! thtRoman Cathaiic population is

0 law that tht peaple wilil dcc again and
again these self same boadlers and champ.
ions cf immoraliîy and vice. They cao
aflord ta boy tht voters like sheep, inasmucb
as tbey vili recoup theenselves oui cf tht
civic treasury, afierelections.

Noew what vot need ta make aur own
Christian business men undersiand is, ibat a
religions and educational sysiem ithat pro-
duces such sad resulis, ibat dcvelcps tht
moral and religions characier ai a popula-
tion in sucb a %vay that ibey will ccit roa
year ta year men oi this ilk, proclaiensis
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owiiinsufficienrcy, is lamentable inadequacj
ta preserve a nation fromn decadence ao~
ramn.

Tht conclusion is a very simple ont,
White we do well ta cut down the top
branches of chat mighîy upas tree whici
over-shadowsour land andpoisons its lif,t
must understand that the only eflective tri,
to kill ih is ta atack it ai tht root with th
gosptl axe. We must evangelize the mi
ses. Make our people abandon the fa!,g
notion that the French and Irish masses
are being taughi tht Gospel, or enougb of 4
ta make thcm moral and God-fearany. Téd
is a duty wt owe ta these perishing soQrs
and also ta ourselves as forming pari af chu
nation.

Now cornes the difficult question . -fllot
cati we educate aur own Protestant popu4.
tion on this living issue ? I know v f ci
îwo svays-

i. Tbrough occastonal discourses on lie
subject by the pastors af Our Churches.
don't think this is dont very alten.

2. Througb discourses by thost wbo &al
lu the thick oftîhe battit, vaho art comptlit
ta make tbemnselves acquainted wîîh iii
facts of tht case and are thus in a postîîa
ta give valuabie information.

Tht cause bas everyîhîng ta gain frot
cairn, kindi 'v, Christian, earnest and dignified
presentation of ibis ail importacit question.
Denuaciations, passionate appeals, persaîl
attacks fait wide of tht mark. Tbey cati
their aim. Rome dots not fear thern. n
content yoursell witia a fair and caci~.
statement af lacts and reasonings whid.
Rame cananai rebut, and at once you a:l
seecthat Vour blows have infltcted serions
wounds, because tht ultramontane press
and pulpit teel tht need cf raîsing the voici
of warning.

I don't think we are doing enough il
that line. Tht foreigo mission work is coz.
stantly kept befote tht people. Retumaid
missionaries are sent ail avec tht countrytD
give information on tht foreian fileld, wia'
tht gcod resulîs whicb we know. Now th'
work outside af aur country voill geait a'sl t

develop in that measure in whicb tvange,
lical Prottstantism is kept strong and &g.
gressive in aut midst.

Personally, i have had a good naDy o>.
portunitits, during the hast eighteen moatti
ta preseni the cdaims of this work in a goaý
many churches. 1 may say that 1 find tbaï
tht people are responsive; there is not otac
difficuiîy in creatin?, au intresi.

Let us inform, educate aur Protestat
population on these living issues,;IJetas o
it for tht country's sake, for Ch ist's sakne.

We have long enaugh playtd wîth thci
important questions. God catis upaû ni
loudly ta acr, befare we are obtaged ta sai
our land by rifle and ssvord fram thet tris
ai irreligion and lawlessness.

Tht man who has no money is as W6t
came at God's table as the ont who has à
million.

If we have thirsi it is an evidence iti
we also have a special invitation fram G U
ta corne ta tht water af lite.

No matter how far we have wandezeI,
nve carscorne ta God in ane step.

IlCorne ta the waters." Tht rivers, the
fout.tains, tht oceans. Tht ricb man a;
torment begged for a drap.

IlWine and sxilk witbout money aný
wîîhout price.' Wha o ilil bt ta blamte
we starve ta dcathi

"Let your sout deligbt iuse1 1infaatts.'
And yet the worldling tbinks God wants hitn
ta have a bard tirne.

IIncline your ear." Wt must curen 0E
faces away tram tht world ta hear the voo'
af Gofi.

"Tht sure mercies af David."Wt
ever God was ta David he pledges hîis*~
ta be ta us.

"Let tht wicked forsake his way." Thl
moment he dots it he will tuam bis face te,
ward God.

Il htshal not celura ta tac void."'N
matter baw discouraging tbiogs lookaI.

" Ye shaîl go ouitsith jayi.1 Nlyo dits]i
ence wbether we have any monevy in tilt.
bank or flot.

IlInstead of the thorn shall corneop tt
fir tret." The lite tbat was a corse hecone';
a blessing. This ls vohat God's saivatiz'
bas always donc, and is still doing.-RWd1
HOMn.
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